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| | Dear Parents / Carers. |

| ! ] |
' Welcome to our Advgnt newslqtter. It has been anoth'er cellent start to the academic
year and | would like to thank you for your continded sup ort for your children and for ’ o
our Academy community.

students following the We started the year with our staff ar

st. Mary’s way are... Way. This is a way of putting into v
community live and work together successfully. Students and staff have
reflected on this in our day to day work, through PSHE and in assemblies

POSITIVE and form time. Your support in reminding your child of these key themes
would be really helpful.

RESPECTFUL

A full programme of enrichment and ethos based activities continues to
develop the St Maryos Way: daily col l
masses, our annual ethos day and a huge range of extracurricular

opportunities all promote this development.

' RESILIENT It was a pleasure to welcome former student Matthew Cullen, who is now
'ALWAYS FAITHFUL' studying to become a batrrister, to present at our annual awards evening. It |
3. Sper Gl - llys foiliut o the 5t was also a pleasure to award prizes and exam certificates to students,
past and present to celebrate their success.

During this season of Advent we start to prepare ourselves for the arrival of Jesus at Christmas and to
reflect on its meaning for us as a Catholic community. A part of this comes through our Advent charities
, | ! appeal to provide gifts for local needy families. We also came together as a community with our feeder
pri mary schools for our Advent service then as St M
both of which gave us a chance to come together as a community during this wonderful season.

We have two fond farewells to make at the end of term. Mrs Annabel Laing retires from her work as a lead
. teaching assistant after 20 years of loyal service to our school. Over this time she has worked patiently
I' and with great skill to support some our most needy students. Her hard work, caring smile and sense of
humour wi l | be sadly missed. We also say goodbye t
for 8 years, firstly as a cover supervisor and then as a pastoral manager. Her energy and enthusiasm
,  offering pastoral support to students will also be very much missed around our academy. On behalf of the
" directors, staff students and parents | would like to thank them both for their hard work and dedication as

well as wish them ev/er%k for the future.
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) wish our students a successful enﬂo the term and to wish you a happy and a
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S Ecknelt
Mr Eccles
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Manchester Gallery Visits
Art, Photography and everything in=betweemn .-

Year 11, 12 and 13 Art and Photography students
experienced North Westoos
Whitworth galleries. The visit formed an essential part
of the Art and Photography curriculum learning
experience. Students were exposed to art and
photographic works of historical significance,
educating students as to the culture, trends and
society in both historical and contemporary society.
Upon return to college, students will produce a visual
and written response to their most inspiring works.

The Manchester gallery boasted works by The Dutch Masters, L. S Lowry and Adolphe Valette
whilst the Whitworth gallery exhibited extensive works by artists such as William Blake, J.M.W
Turner, Rossetti, William Morris and more recent works by Cornelia Parker, Michael Craig Martin, and
print artist Barbara Brown to name a few.

For many, it was their first visit to an art gallery, it has opened the eyes and minds of our budding art
and photography students as to future creative possibilities; watch this space!

Students engaged in a full day of observation, taking notes as well as creating photo shoots and
drawings within the galleries themselves; forming a critical part of their portfolio work.

We are impressed with all of our students who arrived ready for learning, were hardworking and
respectful within the gallery throughout the da
way!

A very special thank you to Mr Hardy for organising a fantastic trip!




@[h][ﬁﬁ@ﬁﬁ’iﬁ]@@ Card Competrtion 2071 ¢

We have held our annual Christmas Card Competition. All Year 7 and 8
Budding artists needed to hand their designs to their art teacher no later
than Friday 1st December 2017.

We offered a shopping voucher for the winner and the winning design
was printed to become St Maryos

We were amazed at the number of entries we received and standards
were very high which made it a really tough decision but this years
winning designs were:

1st Amelia Warchol of 7F.
2nd: Ruby Boardman, 8L
3rd: Yzabella Demegillo, 8R

St Wary’s Orchestra

The St Maryos Band has been busy in the | ead up
performed at St John Vianneyos annual Christmas
previous years and it was a fantastic afternoon
entertainment whilst people looked round stalls and got into the festive spirit.

On Friday 15th December, the band also performed at Blackpool Victoria Hospital. Staff and patients
were entertained as the band played a variety of Christmas carols and festive songs during lunchtime.
The chaplaincy team at the hospital were very

appreciative and the money collected during the

performance will be put towards Christmas

presents for patients who will be spending

Christmas day in the hospital.

All the students were fantastic ambassadors for

St Maryos and their pej
Many thanks to all the students involved who '
have given up their free time during the term and

to Mr Birse for all his help during rehearsals and
performances.




[ haa; bL/ ! ¢LhD{
Christmas Carol

On Thursday 23rd November, 40 Year 11 students visited The Octagon Theatre,
in Bolton, to watch A Christmas Carol. With front row seats, it was an incredibly
captivating and intense performance. The production was brilliant, with a
comical Scrooge being a particular favourite! By the end of the production, the

. Christmas spiritoa was in full swing (in
the coach journey homel).
Tilly Wi lson and Caitlin Smith in 11R sa

recap the plot and remember quotations. The performance was very engaging
and humorous!

Thank you to all staff who made the trip possible and Year 11 for being such a
perfectly behaved bunch!

Communications Breakfast

On7December, the Communications? Learning House en
form breakfast before taking part in a quiz to help raise money for our Advent charities. The entire

team of COLH staff served a delicious breakfast of toast, fruit and juice to each of the learning

houseos 220 pupils. -HutBeowmgs s&xpést weoasttcompl eme
ample helpings of jam! Mr Spall put on his best Christmas jumper to compere a wonderful Christ-

mas quiz. All students worked hard in their teams to decipher the clues
and be the winners, but there could be only one. Following a tricky tie -
breaker question from Mr Brown, a team from Year 9 were declared the ) 3 _—
overall quiz masters! Worthy runners up were found in another team from . e
Year 9 (clearly an intelligent yea Chl"IStmaS.Q_UIZ' Il ma

far behind, proving Communications.‘ D’ ) be

but very clever, too! ~ : |

Thanks are due to the form tutors, who gave up their time to help organise

the event. All of the staff would like to thank the pupils for their patience, enthusiasm
% and excellent behaviour during what was a busy and enjoyable hour and a half. There
- was a really lovely atmosphere in the hall and pupils should be very proud that their
"~ < fundraising efforts will make a real difference to people in the local community during
g this festive season. Merry Christmas!




European Day Of Languages

Back in September, St. Maryos spent the  European
world has to offer, immersing ourselves in the different cultures and languages we are lucky enough

to have around us. The school threw itself into ir
the Worldo food in the canteen. I n addition, pupi/l

completed language quizzes and battled to figure out all the celebrities that can speak different
foreign languages.

Before this day, pupils were also unaware that numerous
staff beyond the Modern Foreign Language department
are highly skilled in a variety of foreign languages,
ranging from Italian to Kinyarwanda. Pupils spent the day
hunting down the linguists and quizzing them on what
language it was they knew. The Modern Foreign Lan-
guage department had great fun spreading their love for
languages!

The Spanish Exchange participants are spending a week
in Madrid from 18th -25th February. Their Spanish part-
ners will then be coming to stay in Blackpool later on in
April.
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It is the most wonderful time of the year and nobody knows that better than
the Year 7's who came to party at St. Mary's annual Year 7 Christmas
Disco. During the evening students danced to a range of music; from party
classics like the 'Cha Cha Slide' to Christmas favourites like 'All | Want From
Christmas Is You'.

Congratulations goes to the students who won the 'Best Dressed' and 'Best
Dancer' competitions and a big thank you goes to everyone who came to
make this night an incredible one! Merry Christmas!
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Senior Maths Challenge.

On Tuesday 7" November a group of 19, year 12 and year
13 students took part in the UK Senior Mathematical
Challenge. The Mathematical Challenge aims to stimulate
ikl mathematical problem solving and it is hoped that it is

rewarding to students. It is aimed at students in Year 13
and below. We achieved 8 Bronze Awards, 1 Silver Award (Jumael
Zafar T5) and 1 Gold Award (Molly Southern T3). Molly also qualified
to take part in the Senior Kangaroo Maths Challenge, which only
6000 of the higher performers are invited to. This took place on
Friday 1% December, and we are still awaiting the outcome.
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Durham Cathedral

25 GCSE History students accompanied by all the History staff

enjoyed a wonderful visit to Durham at the end of November. | - l
They left school on Friday afternoon and arrived in Durham to | IWR [

] Kli’
have a delicious meal together and a walking tour of the illu- S i
minated city. Students were amazed at the sheer scale of the | &g
Cathedral, which dominates the whole city. ‘ e g5
i v,’-"(;'
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On Saturday we had a delightful tour of the Cathedral, where =~ = === =
our guide, Maureen, told the story of the cathedral and ensured that students were well prepared for

their GCSE questions on Norman England. They also got to see Hogwart's Great Hall (The Monks'
Great Chamber). We

followed in the footsteps of pilgrims through the ages and said a prayer at the tomb of St. Cuthbert.
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Lunch and some Christmas shopping completed th
Blackpool. We all enjoyed it so much we are going to make this an annual History trip.







