
Pupil Premium Review for the year 2023 - 24

Outcomes for disadvantaged pupils

Attendance

Overall, attendance in the academic year 2023 - 2024 of disadvantaged pupils at St Mary’s
(90.5%) was better than the national average (85.4%).

The attendance of disadvantaged pupils was better than the national average across every year
group.

Year group St Mary’s attendance
(Disadvantaged pupils)

National attendance
(Disadvantaged pupils)

Difference

7 93.0% 89.0% +4.0%

8 89.8% 86.2% +3.6%

9 92.0% 84.5% +7.5%

10 89.2% 83.3% +5.9%

11 87.3% 82.8% +4.5%

Progress of pupils

The Academy continues to work hard to close the gap for disadvantaged pupils and to reverse
the impact that the pandemic has had on outcomes for young people across Blackpool.

Key Stage 3

The continued focus on literacy, particularly at Key Stage 3, has had a positive impact.
Externally standardised data from the New Group Reading Test (NGRT) shows that all year
groups now have reading ages significantly above national averages. This improvement
extends to disadvantaged pupils, with all year groups outperforming national averages for all
pupils.

Year group Overall Disadvantaged

8



9 104 101.9

10 103.6 100.1

Key Stage 4

Outcomes at Key Stage 4 are improving for pupils from disadvantaged backgrounds, but there
remains work to be done. All data in the table below refers to disadvantaged pupils.

Attainment measure 2022 - 2023 2023 - 2024 Change

Attainment 8 30.24 33.01 +2.77

Progress 8 -1.31 -1.10 +0.21

5 standard passes
including English & Maths

20.0% 27.1% +7.1%

Behaviour of pupils

The focus on improving behaviour has had a significant impact on the numbers of
disadvantaged pupils receiving referrals from their timetabled lessons.

The behaviour for learning policy has also been revised and updated following extensive review
and consultation, which it is anticipated will have further positive impact during the new
academic year, where the focus will be on explicitly teaching and rehearsing the behaviours
expected of all pupils throughout the school day.

2022 - 2023 2023 - 2024 Change

Lesson referrals for
disadvantaged pupils 2547 1360 -46.6%

Professional development

The Academy has continued to focus on high-quality professional development as a vehicle to
improve the quality of teaching and pastoral provision for disadvantaged pupils. An external
audit of our work by the Teacher Development Trust rated our professional development as
Gold standard.



As well as our internal professional development offer, we continue to encourage staff to
undertake high-quality national professional qualifications (NPQs): to date, 22 of these have
been completed or are in progress.


