YEAR 9
GUIDED OPTIONS
Subject info for Year 9 students starting Year 10 in 2021

Dear Parents,
Year 9 have now reached half way in their compulsory education at St. Mary's and are moving
towards the critical years of GCSE courses.

The next two academic years, during which your child will study for a range of qualifications that lead
to further education or employment, are crucial to his/her future life chances.

We believe that our Key Stage 4 programme gives students a wide choice of subjects and many
opportunities. All students follow the core subjects English Language, English Literature, Maths,
Science, RS and will follow a non-examined general PE course and a PSHE course. In addition
students are required to study three more subject areas.

This booklet contains information about the range of courses on offer. Please try to find some time
to go through the information with your child. It is most important that the subjects your child
chooses are the one that s/he is most likely to succeed in, that s/he will enjoy and will lead to
courses in further and higher education or employment opportunities that are of interest to him/her.
This year students will have an Options Day on Tuesday 2nd March. On this day there will be no
lessons, instead there will be a combination of live Google meets, live streamed talks and videos.
These will cover a range of topics including career talks and information about the options process
and subject choices. The structure of the day will be explained to the students by their form tutor
during form time prior to the day. Students will also receive a timetable for the day and all meeting
links and videos will be accessible through their Google Classroom.

At 5pm students and parents are invited to watch an online streaming of the curriculum presentation.
This is intended to provide you with information on the range of courses available in Year 10 and the
process for choosing options.
In order that staffing and timetabling for next year can commence, I am asking for the Options
Choices to be returned no later than Friday 12th March

I hope you find the information in this booklet useful.
Yours sincerely,

MJ SERGEANT
Mr MJ Sergeant
Deputy Headteacher
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E-LEARNING SCHEMES
Our E-Learning schemes support students learning across the KS4 curriculum.
Aims of the E-Learning schemes:


To use modern learning technologies to improve your child’s learning both at school and at home.



To give every student ownership of their own mobile learning device.

Having access to a high quality mobile learning device allows your child to complete coursework, home
learning and revision activities, both at school and at home. All GCSE subjects encourage the use of
virtual learning environments, like Google Classroom, Bedrock Vocabulary, and Hegarty Maths.
Students studying Business, Health & Social Care, Child Development, and PE will be required to
complete their coursework in class time and at home. Access to a mobile device is vital in the
production of quality coursework in these subjects. Further information can be found on the subject
pages.
We currently offer two E-Learning schemes at the Academy:

The Chromebook Scheme
Students receive a high quality Chromebook and parents pay a £25
deposit and agree a standing order for 18 regular payments of £12.
After 24 months, ownership of the Chromebook transfers to the
parent. Students who receive funding through Pupil Premium can
take advantage of a reduced contribution of £6 a month. The
Chromebook comes with a protective cover and the management
of the device is controlled by our IT technicians. Parents and
students are asked to sign the acceptable use agreement and provide appropriate bank details for the
standing order mandate. We also ask that the person who makes the payment signs the gift aid
document. This allows us to reclaim considerable tax from the government at no extra cost to the
contributor. Full details are available in the E-Learning scheme pack, available from school main
reception.

Bring Your Own Device Scheme (BYOD)
Students bring in their own device (laptop, Chromebook, tablet etc.) and share the mac address of the
device with our IT technicians. This allows students to access the Wi-Fi within the Academy. Parents
and students are asked to sign the acceptable use agreement, details of which are found in the ELearning scheme pack. We strongly advise that parents consider insurance for expensive devices.
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CORE SUBJECTS

English Language
English Literature
Mathematics
General PE
Science
Religious Studies

English Baccalaureate
The English Baccalaureate was introduced as a performance measure in the 2010
schools’ performance tables. It is not a qualification in itself. The measure recognises
where pupils have secured a grade 4 or better across a core of academic subjects –
English, Maths, History or Geography, the Sciences and a Language. The
Baccalaureate is a way for the Government to measure a school’s performance and is
not currently demanded by universities or by employers.
At St. Mary’s we have ensured that the English Baccalaureate is available for students
should they wish to take that particular selection of subjects, but is not compulsory. We
feel that it is far more important for students to take subjects they enjoy, which inspire
them and which will further their preferred career. A recent survey carried out with
parents of Y9 students showed that 91% of parents agreed with us.
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Level

Examination Board

GCSE

AQA

Assessment Structure
100% Examination
Exam papers are not tiered

Course Description
In English Language, students are encouraged to become
critical readers of a range of texts, and fluent, accurate
writers, choosing content and adapting style and language to
a wide range of forms. Students are also challenged to select
and adapt speech to different situations and audiences.
Students will continue to improve the skills which have been
developed during their KS3 studies. The course is split into
two areas: Reading literary and non-fiction texts, and writing.
There is also an element of Spoken Language in which
students are assessed on their ability to communicate clearly
and effectively. Students will be awarded a separate
qualification certificate for this.

Future Opportunities
Following a GCSE English Language course will prepare
learners to make informed decisions and use language to
participate effectively in society and employment. Good
qualifications in English are valuable for all employment
options, Sixth Form entry requirements are essential for AS/A
Level English courses. Degrees in English often incorporate
many areas of study such as Communications, Media, Visual
Arts, Journalism, Teaching, PR/Marketing, Speech Therapy
and Business and open doorways to numerous career paths.

Head of Subject
Mrs. J. Lavis
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Level

Examination Board

GCSE

AQA

Assessment Structure
100% Examination
Exam papers are not tiered

Course Description
English Literature will be taken in conjunction with
English Language. Students will study a variety of texts
ranging from Shakespeare’s ‘Romeo and Juliet’, to
modern day drama such as Willy Russell’s ‘Blood
Brothers’. Students will also study War poetry and prose
texts such as Charles Dickens’ ‘A Christmas Carol’. The
course will help them to develop their ability to critically
analyse the writer’s craft and will enhance their
appreciation of literature from different contexts,
cultures and time periods.

Future Opportunities
Following a GCSE English Literature course will prepare
learners to make informed decisions and use language
to participate effectively in society and employment.
Good qualifications in English are valuable for all
employment options, Sixth Form entry requirements and
essential for AS A level English courses.
Degrees in English often incorporate many areas of
study such as Communications, Media, Visual Arts,
Journalism, Teaching, PR/Marketing, Speech Therapy
and Business and open doorways to numerous career
paths.

Head of Subject
Mrs. J. Lavis
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Level

Examination Board

GCSE

AQA

Assessment Structure
100% Examination
Exam papers are tiered: Higher and Foundation

Course Description
The GCSE Mathematics content has been divided into
six main domains:


Number



Algebra



Ratio, proportion and rates of change



Geometry and measures



Probability



Statistics

There is a key emphasis on mathematical reasoning,
communication and problem solving skills.

Future Opportunities
Following a GCSE Mathematics course will enable
learners to develop their ability to analyse and solve
challenging problems and approach unknown situations
with confidence. These skills transfer directly into the
workplace and improve student’s future career
prospects. A high level of mathematical knowledge is
essential for careers in finance, business, education,
computing, engineering, medicine and many more.

Head of Subject
Mrs. J. Dennehy
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Level

Examination Board

n/a

n/a

Assessment Structure
Physical education develops students overall wellbeing by
challenging them physically and mentally whilst providing an
excellent platform to socially exercise. In the physical
education department we believe in putting our school ethos
into action promoting a ‘healthy, active lifestyle, rich in
sporting opportunity’ to develop the lifelong learner. This
allows us to offer a wonderful range of activities to ensure all
students are engaged, after all, not everyone likes every
sport!

Course Description
The course aims to increase students physical competence,
develop involvement and effectiveness in physical activity
and become a more informed decision maker in relation to
their own and others involvement in physical activity. This is
achieved by providing a curriculum that offers traditional
sports with new and alternative activities that primarily focus
on the students improving health and fitness.

Future Opportunities
Knowledge to maintain a healthy lifestyle into adulthood.

Head of Subject
Mr. D. Reidy
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Level

Examination Board

GCSE

AQA

Assessment Structure
100% Examination
There are six papers - 75 minutes each
Foundation and Higher tier

Course Description
Combined Science GCSE is a double award qualification
and equivalent to two GCSE’s. Combined Science will
develop student’s scientific knowledge and conceptual
understanding of science. Students will study all three
sciences and develop an understanding of the nature,
processes and methods of science, developing and
learning to apply observational, practical, modelling,
enquiry and problem-solving skills, both in the
laboratory, in the field and in other learning
environments. Students will study a number of topics
including cell biology, atomic structure and forces.

Future Opportunities
The problem solving and logical thinking skills that
GCSE Science develops are highly valued in many fields.
Good qualifications in science are valuable for all
employment options, Sixth Form entry requirements and
essential for A Level Science courses. A high grade in
GCSE Science will provide access to careers in
engineering, healthcare, forensics and laboratory based
research work.

Head of Subject
Miss C. Hetherington
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Level

Examination Board

GCSE

EDUQAS

Assessment Structure
100% Examination
Exam papers are not tiered

Course Description
The Religious Studies GCSE is based on the beliefs,
teachings and practices of Catholic Christianity.
Students will build on the skills they developed during
their KS3 studies and will also study religious
philosophy and ethics. This will include arguments for
the existence of God as well as religious teachings on
relationships and families. Students will also examine
how religion can be expressed in music and drama.

Future Opportunities
A GCSE in Religious Studies develops skills in analysis,
critical reflection, coherent argument and empathy. All
of which are skills necessary for a wide range of careers
including
teaching,
journalism,
social
work,
accountancy, banking and many other service
industries. A GCSE in Religious Studies can, therefore,
provide an effective springboard for a huge range of
careers or for university and many employers regard
Religious Studies as a valuable subject due to the skills
developed throughout the GCSE course.

Head of Subject
Mr. P. Allan
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KS4 CURRICULUM - YOUR SUBJECTS NEXT YEAR
Core Subjects
English
Maths
Combined Science
RE
General PE

Option Block A

Option Block B

Option Block C

Subject Choice
1

Subject Choice
2

Computer Science

Spanish
Geography
History
Triple Science

As you prepare to enter Key Stage 4 you
will be beginning to make choices which
will affect your future. It is vital that you
discuss your plans with your parents and
with your teachers to ensure that you
choose the correct pathway to suit your
needs. Ask yourselves these questions:



Do I have any particular career plans?



In which subjects have I been most
successful?



Do I prefer more practical or more
academic subjects?



What do I enjoy?
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GENERAL PATHWAY - SUBJECT CHOICES

Remember!
Do Choose
Courses you are good at.
Courses you enjoy.
A course you know is
necessary for a career.





Don’t Choose




Because your friends are
doing it.
Because you like your
teacher.

Year 10 Work Experience
Throughout your time at St Mary’s Academy you will continue to be involved in
activities that will help you prepare for your future. In year 10 you will be asked to
make choices about work experience. This will be a one week placement but is
important because it gives you an opportunity to:
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Experience the real world



Talk to people in the industry and ask questions about career opportunities.



See how your skills match up to those needed for the job.



Appreciate the skills you are learning in school and how they relate to what
you need for work.



Get a good report and good reference for the future.

Level

Examination Board

GCSE

AQA

Assessment Structure
Component 1 PFO: Portfolio of work
60% Coursework
Component 2 ESA: Externally Set Assignment; 10 hour exam
40% Examination Final exhibition of portfolio of work

Course Description
This practical course promotes learning across a variety of
processes, tools, techniques, materials and resources to
generate different kinds of evidence of working and
outcomes This course provides students with a wide range
of creative, exciting and stimulating opportunities to explore
their interests in ways that are developmental and
experimental. Students will cover areas of all art craft and
design such as Fine Art, Graphic Design, Textiles, and 3
Dimensional design and then specialise in 2 areas to build a
practical portfolio. Students develop skills acquired from Key
Stage 3 raising awareness of how art is used within our
everyday lives to advertise, improve the environment and
communicate to an audience. Students work in some of the
following areas including drawing, painting, mixed media,
printmaking, digital photographic techniques & sculpture.
Consistent 100% Pass Rate

Future Opportunities
Following a GCSE in art leads to A level Art exams in our
Sixth Form which then allows entrance to University degree
courses and careers such as: Architecture, Advertising,
Animation, Computer Aided Design, Graphic design, Interior
design, Illustration, Fashion Design, Film, Media Studies,
Museum Curator, Textile Design, Art Therapy work,
Photographer, Product Designer, Landscape Architect, Web
Design, Teaching and many other options.

Head of Subject
Miss J. Perrett
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Level

Examination Board

GCSE

AQA

Assessment Structure
Component 1 PFO: Portfolio of work
60% Coursework
Component 2 ESA: Externally Set Assignment; 10 hour exam
40% Examination
Final exhibition of portfolio of work

Course Description
This course provides students with a wide range of creative,
exciting and stimulating opportunities to explore their
interests in ways that are developmental in nature. Art
improves your thinking, communication, interpersonal,
practical, creative and ICT skills. GCSE provides progression
from Key Stage 3 raising awareness of how art is used within
our everyday lives to advertise, improve the environment and
communicate to an audience. Fine Art explores practical and
critical contextual work through a wide range of processes,
and different media. Candidates work in some of the
following areas including drawing, painting, mixed media,
printmaking digital photographic techniques & sculpture.
Consistent 100% Pass Rate

Future Opportunities
Following a GCSE in art leads to AS and A level Art exams in
our Sixth Form which then allows entrance to University
degree courses. We have close links with Blackpool and
Fylde College who take A level students on to their
Foundation Course before going on to specialise at University
in careers such as: Architecture, Advertising, Animation,
Computer Aided Design, Graphic design, Interior design,
Illustration, Fashion Design, Film, Media Studies, Museum
Curator, Textile Design, Art Therapy work, Photographer,
Product Designer, Landscape Architect, Web Design,
Teaching and many other options.

Head of Subject
Miss C. Johnson
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Level

Examination Board

GCSE

AQA

Assessment Structure
Component 1 PFO: Portfolio of work
60% Coursework
Component 2 ESA: Externally Set Assignment; 10 hour exam
40% Examination
Final exhibition of portfolio of work

Course Description
This Textile design course provides students with a wide
range of creative, exciting and stimulating opportunities to
explore their interests in both fashion and interiors in a
variety of different ways. The course explores design,
prototyping and the creation of products for woven, knitted,
stitched, printed textiles for functional and non functional
products. Textile Design helps to improve your thinking,
communication, interpersonal, practical, creative and ICT
skills. Students will work in some of the following areas using
specialist equipment such as a CAD CAM embroidery
machine, laser cutter; fabric printing techniques, garment
construction methods, surface embellishment and decorative
techniques.
Consistent 100% Pass Rate

Future Opportunities
Following a GCSE in Textile Design can lead to AS and A level
Art and Design courses such as Graphic Communication,
Fine Art and Photography in our Sixth Form or a Textile
course at a chosen college which then allows entrance to
University degree courses. We have close links with
Blackpool and Fylde College who take A level students on to
their Foundation Course before going on to specialise at
University in careers such as: Architecture, Advertising,
Animation, Computer Aided Design, Graphic design, Interior
design, Illustration, Fashion Design, Film, Media Studies,
Museum Curator, Textile Design, Art Therapy work,
Photographer, Product Designer, Landscape Architect, Web
Design, Teaching and many other options.

Head of Subject
Mrs. L. De-Gier Flood
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Level

Examination Board

GCSE

AQA

Assessment Structure
Component 1 PFO: Portfolio of work
60% Coursework
Component 2 ESA: Externally Set Assignment; 10 hour exam
40% Examination
Final exhibition of portfolio of work

Course Description
This Three-Dimensional design course provides students with a
wide range of creative, exciting and stimulating opportunities to
explore their interests in Product Design in a variety of different
ways. The course explores design, prototyping and modelling
and the manufacturing of functional and aesthetic products.
Three Dimensional Product Design helps to improve your
thinking, communication, interpersonal, practical, creative and
ICT skills. Students will work in some of the following areas
using specialist equipment such as a laser cutter; printing
techniques, card & styrofoam modelling, computer aided design
and manufacture, drawing techniques, construction and surface
pattern and decoration, whilst also working with a range of
materials including wood, plastic, card and fabrics.
Consistent 100% Pass Rate

Future Opportunities
Following a GCSE in Three Dimensional Product Design can lead
to AS and A level Art and Design courses such as Graphic
Communication, Fine Art and Photography in our Sixth Form
which then allows entrance to University degree courses. We
have close links with Blackpool and Fylde College who take A
level students on to their Foundation Course before going on to
specialise at University in careers such as: Architecture,
Advertising, Animation, Computer Aided Design, Graphic design,
Interior design, Illustration, Fashion Design, Film, Media Studies,
Museum Curator, Textile Design, Art Therapy work, Photographer,
Product Designer, Landscape Architect, Web Design, Teaching
and many other options.
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Head of Subject
Miss J. Anderton

Level
Cambridge National Level 2
Examination Board
OCR
Assessment Structure
50% Examination
50% Coursework

Course Description
The best way to predict your future is to create it.
Entrepreneurs are at the centre of any successful economy
and being able to run your own successful enterprise is being
seen as increasingly important. In today’s world, businesses
must constantly react to the internal and external
environment in which they find themselves operating. This
practical Business course will give you the opportunity to
study the main operational areas of business while at the
same time giving you the chance to run your own small
enterprise; where the aim is turning a small investment into a
big profit.

Future Opportunities
Business lends itself to a wide range of career possibilities;
for example if you want to work in the Human Resources,
Marketing or Finance department of either a small or large
business. It is also relevant if you want to work as an
accountant, stock broker, recruitment consultant or be an
entrepreneur and set up your own business.

Head of Subject
Mr. I. Phillips
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Level
Cambridge National Level 2
Examination Board
OCR
Assessment Structure
50% Examination
50% Coursework

Course Description
For a small child there is no division between playing and
learning; between the things he or she does ‘just for fun’ and
things that are ‘educational.’ The child learns while living and
any part of living that is enjoyable is also play. This practical
Child Development course is for anyone thinking about
working with children covering all aspects of child
development from birth to five years old including pre and
post-natal care of women and babies, nutrition requirements
for 0-5 year olds and learning through play.

Future Opportunities
This course is designed with both practical and theoretical
elements, which will prepare students for further
qualifications in Child Care, Health and Social Care,
Psychology, Sociology and Biology as well as a pathway to
continue onto Sixth form and Health Academy. Careers which
would make use of skills developed in this course include
Teaching, Paediatric Nursing, Midwifery and Social Work.

Head of Subject
Mr. I. Phillips
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Level

Examination Board

GCSE

AQA

Assessment Structure
100% exam

Course Description
GCSE computing is a fascinating and challenging but
ultimately rewarding course which develops strong problem
solving skills and resilience. You will learn the secrets behind
the code – gaining an insight into how your favourite games
and apps work. You will use industry standard tools to create
your own programs. You will also cover the theory of
computer security, networking, components and data
representation. This course is considerably more challenging
than ICT and is aimed at pupils who wish to pursue a
technical route in future education or employment.
You cannot choose this unless you have studied in year 9 or
have discussed with Mr Walker.

Future Opportunities
The course is designed to provide you with a good
foundation to go on and study any of the following –
A-Level / Level 3 Computing / Game Development, Maths,
Science,
Medicine,
Engineering,
Electronics.
The programming skills and knowledge learnt on this course
will be beneficial in the work place as we enter a new era
where we can code to create our own apps and services for
businesses. This is a very exciting time to possess
programming skills and will enhance your skill set
considerably.

Head of Subject
Mr. G. Walker
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Level

Examination Board

GCSE

WJEC/Eduqas

Assessment Structure
Unit 1: (40%).
Devising theatre (either acting or design). Assessed through
performance, portfolio of evidence and evaluation.
Unit 2: (20%)
Performance from a text. Two performances from the same
play. Performance to visiting examiner
Unit 3: (40%) 1hr 30min Written examination
Section A:set text, Section B: evaluation of live theatre
performance

Course Description
The GCSE in Drama combines practical work (acting, theatre
design, costume and make up) with written analysis of a set
text, their own performance and external theatre visits. The
course will enable the students to actively engage in the
process of Dramatic study in order to develop as effective
and independent learners and as critical students with
enquiring minds. They will work imaginatively and creatively
with others, generating, communicating and developing
ideas. They will also be encouraged to develop their own
skills and to reflect and evaluate their own and others’ work.

Future Opportunities
The GCSE in Drama is intended to give students a
qualification which can be used as a stepping stone to
further education in St Mary’s Sixth Form, from where
students may move on to University or into the workplace. It
is not solely for students who wish to work in the theatre.
Given that students will also learn the skill communication
which will be of direct benefit to them in future employment,
this subject is also very beneficial for any future career which
involves meeting/assisting the public and where team work
is essential: e.g., hospitality, public relations, marketing,
management, teaching, venue management- to name but a
few.

Head of Subject
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Miss C. Lloyd

Level

Examination Board

GCSE

AQA

Assessment Structure
50% exam (1 hr 45m)
Section A: multiple choice questions. Section B: five
questions varying in styles of approach and content.
50% Controlled Assessment
consists of one food investigation and one food preparation
assessment (plan, prepare, cook and present a three course
menu).

Course Description
This new GCSE Food Preparation and Nutrition is an exciting
and creative course which focuses on practical cooking skills
to ensure students develop a thorough understanding of
nutrition, food provenance and the working characteristics of
food materials. At its heart, this qualification focuses on
nurturing students' practical cookery skills to give them a
strong understanding of nutrition. Food preparation skills are
integrated into five core topics:


Food, nutrition and health



Food science



Food safety



Food choice



Food provenance.

Future Opportunities
Upon completion of this course, students will be qualified to
go on to further study, or embark on an apprenticeship or full
time career in the catering or food industries. Careers
include: Hotel Management, Food Advertising, Chef, Product
Development, Catering, Hospitality, Dietician, Functions
Manager, Food Buyer, Environmental Health Officer,
Marketing, Teaching, Demonstrator, Baker, Armed Forces,
Retail and Waiter/Waitress.

Head of Subject
Mrs. A. Johnson
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Level

Examination Board

GCSE

AQA

Assessment Structure
Examination 100% (4 papers worth 25% each)
(1. Listening 2. Speaking 3. Reading 4. Writing)
Examination is tiered at Foundation/Higher

Course Description
French is the official language in 29 countries around the
world and an official language of major world organisations
such as the United Nations, NATO and the European Union
and Council. France, our closest neighbour, has the second
largest economy in Europe, is the European leader in
aerospace engineering and is the world’s most-visited
country.
The GCSE French course builds on your previous learning to
develop communication and literacy skills. You will develop
your understanding, speaking and writing through a range of
topics such as lifestyle, leisure, your home, the environment,
work and your education. Learning a language also helps you
to understand different cultures and many universities look
favourably on those who have studied a language.

Future Opportunities
Studying a language improves your employability, especially
as the UK is currently experiencing a worrying lack of
employees with foreign-language skills. People with foreignlanguage skills usually earn more too. A language
qualification opens up more career opportunities such as
working for a multi-national company or even abroad in
international business, law, management, marketing,
publishing, journalism or within the travel & tourism or armed
forces sectors.

Head of Subject
Miss F. Lynch
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Level

Examination Board

GCSE

AQA

Assessment Structure
100% examination
Exams are not tiered

Course Description
The GCSE Geography course enables students to appreciate
the complexity of our world and the diversity of its
environments, economies and cultures. The course is split
into four units:
Paper 1 Living with the physical environment: hazards, living
world, coasts and rivers
Paper 2 Challenges in the human environment: urban issues,
economic world, resource management and food
Paper 3 Issue evaluation, physical and human fieldwork

Future Opportunities
Following a GCSE course in Geography most students will go
on to study Geography at A Level. Geographers are known for
their wide skill set and are highly desired by employers.
Geography is a bit of everything -economics, history,
chemistry, biology, physics and politics to name a few and
Geography fits in and complements a wide range of subjects.
Geography is one of the more academic subjects and is
regarded highly by the top universities – they will look at your
combination of A-Level and GCSE subjects when you apply.
Careers include: marketing & retail, accounting, research,
teacher training, publishing & journalism, water resource
management, tourism, transport management and traffic
planning to name a few.

Head of Subject
Mrs. R. Stephenson
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Level
Cambridge National (Level 2)
Examination Board

OCR
Assessment Structure
25% Examination
75% Coursework

Course Description
Health and Social Care is a highly diverse and practical
course that provides a solid platform for anyone who would
like a career in the Health and Social Care Sector. Through
your own research and practical activities, you will gain a
comprehensive understanding of how to provide quality care
for individuals by helping them to achieve their full potential;
as well as how to apply the values of care by putting clients
at the centre of the care process.

Future Opportunities
This course is essential for anyone who wishes to pursue
careers within the health and social care sectors, such as,
nursing, child care, teaching, social work and working with
the elderly. It also provides you with the necessary entry
requirements to continue to study A-level Health and Social
Care or to begin your working career within the Health and
Social Care Sector and Health Academy.

For More Information please contact
Mr. I. Phillips
Head of Subject
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Level

Examination Board

GCSE

EDEXCEL

Assessment Structure
100% examination
Exam papers are not tiered

Course Description
GCSE History content comprises the following topics:
Paper 1—thematic
study and Historic
environment

30%

Crime and punishment in Britain, c1000-present and Whitechapel c1870-c1900

Paper 2—period
study and British
depth study

40%

Anglo-Saxon and Norman
England, c1060-88

Paper 3—modern

30%

Superpower relations and the
Cold War, 1941-91
Weirmar and Nazi Germany,

Choosing History will give you an understanding of how our
country has developed over the last millennium and how the
world has changed during the last century. You will also learn
a wide variety of skills such as interpretation of sources,
essay writing and critical thinking.

Future Opportunities
Following a GCSE in History can lead to many different
careers. History is a highly regarded subject by employers
and universities because it requires you to communicate
effectively, evaluate critically and handle evidence with
confidence. Careers in media, law, finance, public services,
education, retail and management all welcome a GCSE in
History.

Head of Subject
Mrs. R. Stephenson
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Level

Examination Board

Level 2

Edexcel

Assessment Structure
40% exam (written exam)
60% coursework (2 coursework units)

Course Description
BTEC Award in Digital Information Technology is a level 2
vocational qualification which is suitable for learners who
have a passion for digital content. In this course you will
cover the creative skills required to produce graphics and
user interfaces as well as practical skills of Collecting,
Presenting and Interpreting Data .

It is the perfect course for students who want to explore and
acquire the skills and knowledge of the creative industries
and apply them in a practical way. With it being a level 2
qualification it equates the same as a traditional GCSE and is
graded A*-E

Future Opportunities
What better skill to have in todays world than great digital ICT
skills which will help you in the workplace or your further
education studies.
The course is designed to provide you with a good
foundation to go on and study any of the following –
Graphics, Media Studies, ICT, Level 3 in ICT, or even an
apprenticeship at level 3. The ICT skills and knowledge learnt
on this course will be beneficial in the work place through the
practical business scenarios covered.

Head of Subject
Mr. G. Walker
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Level

Examination Board

GCSE

Eduqas

Assessment Structure
70% examination 2 papers both lasting 1hr 30 mins. A
mixture of multiple choice, short answer and extended
questions focussed on all aspects of the Media
30% Coursework focussing on the creation of a Media
product for an intended audience.
Unit 2: Controlled assessment. 3 assignments (introduction
to media, cross media study and practical production and
evaluation).

Course Description
This is a new and exciting syllabus which gives students an
excellent introduction into the world of Media. During the
course you will study a wide range of Media Industries: TV,
Radio, Film, Music, Journalism, Social Media and Advertising.
You will learn how these industries work, how they influence
and are influenced by their audiences and how to produce
convincing Media texts (films, radio/tv programmes,
magazines and newspapers, web pages and adverts). You
will learn how to market and publicise your material in order
to make realistic presentations to the various industries. You
will also gather a portfolio of work which you will be able to
take to the next stage of training.
Good English skills, a creative imagination and the ability to
work independently are important to this course.

Future Opportunities
The Media is a vast area of employment and the fastest
growing industry in Britain today. From Journalism through
to Public Relations, Advertising and Sales, the skills of
analysis, communication and presentation which you will
learn on this course will ensure that you are learning skills
essential to the jobs market today. The course is also a
stepping stone to AS/A level at St Mary’s and thence onto
University where you can take up a degree in a huge variety
of Media related subjects inc film, journalism, English and
cultural based courses and other humanities based degrees.

Head of Subject
Miss C. Lloyd
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Level

Examination Board

GCSE

Eduqas

Assessment Structure
60% Coursework
Component 1: Performing Music - 30%
Two performances: Solo and Ensemble
Component 2 – Composing Music - 30%
Two compositions: Free composition and Composing to a
Brief
40% Examination
Component 3 – Appraising Music
Written exam: Listening paper

Course Description
GCSE music is an exciting and wide-ranging course with a
large focus on the three main disciplines of performing,
composing and appraising. This course helps to develop
students into well-rounded accomplished musicians.
Students can choose to perform on any instrument, including
voice, and they can compose in a variety of musical styles.
The appraising section of the music GCSE course involves
studying two set musical pieces in preparation for an exam.
In the exam, students will also be asked questions about
unfamiliar musical pieces in a wide-range of musical styles.
Students may want to study music so they can combine their
hobby with GCSE study to explore music in detail and create
music in a practical setting.

Future Opportunities
Music GCSE should encourage a life-long interest in music
and help prepare students for future study beyond Year 11.
Studying music can help to develop many skills including
creativity, communication skills, dedication, focus and selfdiscipline. These are all highly valued in higher education and
in the work place. GCSE music does not limit you to a career
in one particular field and can open up an array of
opportunities. It is a fascinating subject to study which is
extremely beneficial and rewarding.

Head of Subject
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Mr. T. Hobbs

Level

Examination Board

GCSE

AQA

Assessment Structure
Component 1 PFO: Portfolio of work
60% Coursework

Component 2 ESA: Externally Set Assignment; 10 hour
exam
40% Examination
Final exhibition of portfolio of work

Course Description
GCSE Photography gives students the opportunity to explore
and develop skills and understanding of photography, the
history and the use of digital media, whilst developing
students’ own creativity and innovation. Portfolio projects
require practical and critical/contextual work in one or more
areas, including digital outdoor photography, photographic
work with professional studio equipment, creating images
using mixed media and building skills using digital
manipulation software (post production). The course requires
commitment, resources and a special interest in the
subject due to the expectation to attend extra-curricular
sessions, as well as to produce an amount of practical
photographic work outside of the academy day. Access to a
camera is essential.

Future Opportunities
This subject is an ideal option for students who are creatively
inclined and wish to study the subject for their own interest,
to learn new skills or that they wish to pursue a career in;
Advertising, Animation, Architect, Arial Photographer, Camera
Operator, Fashion promotion, Filmmaking, Graphic design,
Interior and spatial design, Light and Sound Engineering,
Multimedia Photography (for companies to advertise
products in the media), Sign making, Visual communications,
Web designer, Work in television or media.

Head of Subject
Miss C. Johnson
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Level

Exam Board

Cambridge National
in Sport Studies level 1/2

OCR

Assessment Structure
75% Internal Coursework (3 units)
25% External Exam (1 unit—1 exam – 1hr)

Course Description
The Cambridge National in Sport Studies provides students
with the knowledge and understanding of how to live a
healthy and active lifestyle, enabling them to make informed
choices about their own physical development. Students
complete 4 units over 2 years:


Unit 1— Contemporary Issues in Sport (External Exam)



Unit 2—Developing Sport Skills



Unit 3— Sport Leadership



Unit 4– Sport and the Media

The course covers a wide range of topics across the 4 units,
allowing pupils the chance to lead their own sports session
to year 7 pupils and evaluate and assess their own practical
performance.
As the course is predominately coursework based students
must have access to a laptop and/or tablet. It is also
imperative that pupils are strong practically. Pupils should be
taking part in competitive sport both in extra curricular teams
for school and/or in community clubs.

Future Opportunities
On completion of the OCR Cambridge National in Sport
Studies, pupils will be able to progress directly to
employment within the Sports industry or to proceed to
further qualifications such as A-level PE or on to BTEC
National level 3 Programmes.

Head of Subject
Mr. D. Reidy
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Level

Examination Board

GCSE

AQA

Assessment Structure
Examination 100% (4 papers worth 25% each)
(1.Listening 2. Speaking 3. Reading 4.Writing)
Examination is tiered at Foundation/Higher.

Course Description
Spanish is the third most spoken language in the world. It is
the business language across Central and South America
and is the USA’s second language. It is easy and fun to
speak, with very few rules to remember when it comes to
pronunciation.
The GCSE course builds on your previous learning to develop
your written and spoken skills and your ability to read and
listen well in Spanish. Topics studied include your lifestyle,
leisure, your home, the environment, work and your
education.

Future Opportunities
Studying a language improves your employability since
linguists have highly developed communication skills and
often earn more too. Universities look favourably on those
who have studied a language up to GCSE level and a
language qualification opens up more career opportunities
such as working for a multi-national company or even
abroad in international business, law, management,
marketing, publishing, journalism or within the travel and
tourism or armed forces sectors.

Head of Subject
Miss F. Lynch
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Level

Examination Board

GCSE

AQA

Assessment Structure
100% Examination
There are six papers - 105 minutes each
Foundation and Higher tier

Course Description
Students who choose to study Triple Science will be taught
GCSE Biology, GCSE Chemistry and GCSE Physics separately
by subject specialists. Students will develop scientific
knowledge and conceptual understanding of Biology,
Chemistry and Physics. Students who choose Triple Science
will cover more content than students who choose GCSE
Combined Science. Students will study a number of topics
including bioenergetics, organic chemistry and electricity.

Future Opportunities
Studying Triple Science will provide great preparation for
students who wish to study A Level Sciences. The problem
solving and logical thinking skills that Triple Science
develops are highly valued in many fields. Good
qualifications in Biology, Chemistry and Physics are valuable
for all employment options, Sixth Form entry requirements
and are essential for A Level Science courses. High grades in
GCSE Biology, Chemistry and Physics will provide access to
careers in medicine, dentistry, engineering and scientific
research.

Head of Subject
Miss C. Hetherington
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SUBJECT CHOICES

Remember!
Your education and training will
continue until you are 18, helping
you gain the knowledge, skills and
qualifications you need to get a
job you will enjoy in the future.
Consider your future
In considering your choices now it
may also be advisable to think
about other choices you’ll be
making in the future. You are not
just choosing subjects for the next
two years. These choices should
be putting you on the right path for
your future.
Qualification Levels
The level tells you how hard a
qualification is, the higher you go
the harder the qualification. Most
employers ask first time job
applicants for Level 2 (Btec/GCSE
grades 4-9). Level 3 is studied
within our school sixth form or at
college.
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NOTES

NOTES

KS4 CURRICULUM OPTION FORM 2021
All students will have three choices.
Students must make one choice from each block and one reserve choice from each block
Block A

Block B

Block C

Computer Science

Art & Design - Fine Art*

Art & Design - Fine Art*

Geography

Art & Design - Graphic Communication*

Art & Design - Textiles Design*

History

Business

Art & Design - 3D Design*

Spanish

Child Development

Business

Triple Science

Computer Science

Drama

History

Food Preparation & Nutrition

Media

French

Music

Geography

PE

Health & Social Care

Photography

ICT

Spanish

Photography

*

Students can only choose one of the subjects written in bold italics and underlined

Once students with the support of their parents have decided on their option choices they should
fill in the Google Form selecting their choices and reserve choices for each block.
THE GOOGLE FORM MUST BE SUBMITTED BY FRIDAY 12th MARCH

