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Welcome...

Thank you for your interest in St Mary’s Sixth Form.

Choosing your Sixth Form is one of the most important decisions you will make. It is
about far more than simply selecting courses; it is about finding a community where
you will be supported, challenged and inspired to achieve your ambitions. At St Mary's,
we believe we offer something truly special.

We are incredibly proud to be the only school-based Catholic Sixth Form in the
Fylde, we provide a distinctive environment where academic excellence, personal
development and Gospel values go hand in hand. Our students benefit from being
part of a close-knit commmunity where they are known as individuals, valued for their
unique talents and supported every step of the way.

When you join St Mary's, you become part of a Sixth Form that is ambitious for every student. Whether your goal is to
go onto complete an apprenticeship, secure a place at Oxford, Cambridge or a Russell Group university or pursue a
degree in a competitive profession such as Medicine, Law or Engineering, our experienced staff will help you achieve
your aspirations. We are proud of the outstanding destinations secured by our students each year, but even more
proud of the confident, resilient and compassionate young people they become.

One of the greatest strengths of our Sixth Form is the individual attention students receive. Our size allows us to
offer a broad and exciting curriculum whilst maintaining the personal relationships that help students thrive. You
will be taught by passionate subject specialists who know you well, understand your ambitions and are commmitted
to helping you fulfil your potential.

Beyond the classroom, there is a wealth of opportunities to enrich your Sixth Form experience. Leadership roles,
charitable activities, educational visits, sporting opportunities, performances, societies and university preparation
programmes all help our students develop the skills, confidence and character that universities and employers value
highly.

You will also enjoy excellent facilities designed specifically to enhance your learning and personal development.
From our dedicated Sixth Form Science Laboratory and Media Studies Suite to our inspiring Art Studio, state-of-the-
art Theatre and welcoming Sixth Form social learning area, our campus provides an outstanding environment in
which to study, socialise and grow.

Most importantly, St Mary's is a place where you will feel welcome. Our students often tell us that what makes our
Sixth Form different is the sense of community, the strength of relationships and the genuine care shown by staff
and fellow students. Here, you will be encouraged to work hard, dream big, embrace new opportunities and become
the very best version of yourself.

| hope this prospectus gives you a flavour of life at St Mary’s Sixth Form. | warmly invite you to visit us, meet our staff
and students, and discover for yourself why so our young people choose to continue their journey with us. We look

forward to welcoming you to the St Mary'’s Sixth Form family.

Juliet Morgan Head Teacher

St. Mary's Sixth Form is distinctive yet
connected to the whole academy and
fully embraces its ethos. Alongside
ensuring academic success, we also focus
on developing the whole person. It is our
mission to fully prepare our students
for life after Sixth Form in whichever
direction they choose to take.

Thereisagenuine community spiritinour

Sixth Form, facilitated by the designated

Sixth Form learning spaces within the
building, shared social space within the learning house and mixed tutor
groups, which encourage friendships across the two year groups as well
as providing an opportunity for peer subject-based coaching.

The pastoral care provided by our Sixth Form tutors is excellent. Our team
is made up of A-level teachers from a variety of subject backgrounds and,
as our students’ key person, their experience is invaluable. They are able
to offer essential personalized support, not only for study related queries
but also for UCAS applications, CVs and references.

Students are strongly encouraged to participate in enrichment activities
through which they connect with others; student-led interventions within
the academy, peer mentoring younger students in learning support
with a focus on literacy and numeracy, supporting practical-based KS3
lessons, helping at Trinity Hospice, volunteering at Blackpool Victoria,
with children at Woodlands or a short placement in Nepal are just some
of the activities that our students are currently involved with. There are
also opportunities for active leadership and student voice to influence the
direction of the Sixth Form.

| look forward to meeting you.

Mrs. Jennifer Burrough
Head of Sixth Form




...tO0 your prospectus

Do you need to study a particular subject or subjects for what you want to go on and do next?

We offer many diverse and interesting courses to set you up for your future.

Join our Open Evening to converse with our dedicated staff and current students to find
out what studying at St. Mary'’s is really like.

If you didn't attend secondary school at St. Mary'’s, just complete the application
formto begin your journey with us. St. Mary's welcomes students from across
Blackpool, Fylde and Wyre regardless of faith.



& SUBJECT SELECTION

The standard entry criteria to secure a place in our Sixth Form are a
minimum of 5 GCSEs at grade 4 or above including English Language
or Literature and Maths. Please note all students wishing to enrol on
to A-level Maths, Chemistry, Physics and Biology courses must have a
prior attainment of at least a grade 6 in Maths GCSE.

!
: The choice of courses should be taken after the fullest consultation
I g with parents and tutors. Some of the factors that should be taken

- b into account are:

1. GCSE results (including tier of GCSE entry, if applicable)
2. Staff advice
3. Interest in the subject and work ethic
4. Ability in the subject
: 5. Any future career choice
t:, 6. Combinations of subjects
7. Preference for coursework or exams

Where there is, as yet, no clear choice of career or Higher Education
it is important for students to keep as many options open as possible.

Students have the option to study three or four subjects and/or enrol
onto either of our Health or Sports Academy. We also offer Core
Maths. Core Maths is a qualification equivalent to an AS and worth
UCAS points. It is a bespoke course intended to support the Maths
skills needed in other A level subjects such as Biology, Psychology
and Geography. The content is more accessible than A level Maths.

You can see a full list of the courses we offer on our website at this
link www.st-mary.blackpool.sch.uk/ks5-subject-list



RESEARCH YOUR CHOICES

If you are interested in applying to Oxford or Cambridge, or
for Medicine, Dentistry or Veterinary Studies you will need
to apply by early October in the first half term in Year 13.

. For vocational courses such as any health care related

courses, Veterinary Science, Law and Teaching, work
experience or shadowing is vital before you apply.
Involvement in sport, drama, journalism and media is also
important if you attend to apply for courses in these areas.

. For some university degrees, the A level subject will be
specified e.g. Biology or Human Biology for a degree
course in Physiotherapy. For some degree courses such
as Business Studies and Psychology, some universities
require a GCSE pass in Maths at grade 6 or above.

Make sure you check university websites early on -
www.ucas.com.

WHAT WE OFFER

A Level & Level 3 courses
Extended Project Qualification
Health Academy

Sports Academy

Leadership opportunities

Personalised support with your
UCAS/apprenticeship applications

Bespoke support for Oxbridge
applicants

Mentors for MDV applicants

Daily contact with your form tutor
Mixed year group forms
One-to-one coaching sessions
Smaller class sizes

Silent study area
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The health and social care sector is Lancashire’s largest employment sector, employing 16% of the workforce. Like the rest of the UK,
Lancashire has an aging population and more people with complex care needs living longer. This means that demand for health care
services is set to continue rising, creating a range of employment opportunities.

The Health Academy is an exciting, innovative and practical development in partnership with Blackpool Teaching Hospitals NHS trust.

Your journey will include a rotation of linked placements from Nursing, Medical AHP (allied healthcare professional), Biomedical
Sciences and Radiography

North West of England job facts:

277,528 Jobs in health & medical professions in the North West
13,026 New openings each year

£28,590 average salary

To be eligible, students must attain a minimum of 5 GCSE passes at a minimum of grade 4 including English Language and Maths.
Students will select three subjects for academic study, including at least one of: Health & Social Care, Medical Science, Biology,
Chemistry. This is in addition to the Health Academy Pathway.
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In an ever increasingly competitive market for jobs in the sports industry and sports related university courses, our Sports Academy
provides you with the opportunity to up-skill in a number of nationally recognised coaching and leadership qualifications to act as a
springboard for both job and university applications. There are 12 qualifications in total, including: FA Level 1 Coaching Badge, Basketball
England - Basketball Level 1 Coaching Badge (with Referee and Table Official Qualification), NICAS - National Indoor Climbing Award -
Level 1to name just a few.

All qualifications are timetabled during the school day and are paid for by the Academy. Previous students completing the course have
highlighted an improvement in not only their coaching and leadership in a number of sports but also a development of a number of life
skills such as their communication, organisation and confidence; all skills that universities and employers are extremely keen to see in
young people.

Sports Academy works closely with a number of local community sports clubs and schools to provide as many opportunities to coach
and lead as possible including Clifton Rangers Junior FC, Fleetwood Town FC, Blackpool FC Community Trust, Woodlands School and
Blackpool Cricket Club.

The Sports Academy can be completed alongside a range of A levels or BTEC level 3 qualifications in a range of subjects (please see the
Sixth Form website for more information).



Our Sixth Form motto is ‘Embrace challenge - Strive to learn - Achieve your goal.’ Students aspirations change as they develop and our
aim is to support the development of high aspirations and thoughtful career paths. This can include work experience or volunteering
opportunities to support job or university applications. Recent examples have been in medicine, nursing, law, engineering, childcare,
journalism, photography, graphics, teaching, the media, business, ICT and computing - the list is as varied as our students interests.

We encourage each and every student to find their own niche in the Sixth Form, allowing them to grow academically and socially.

This is partly achieved through enrichment time (either by accredited qualifications or general activities), excellent pastoral care, or the
many social events organised by the Sixth Form students themselves.

Students have the opportunity to take part in curriculum based activities such as; Downing Street / Westminster and Political Party
Conferences with Politics, West End shows with Performing Arts, Hothersall Lodge for a residential Biology field trip, famous art galleries
with Art, ‘The Young Apprentice’ with Business Studies, theatre trips with Literature and Performing Arts and field trips with Geography
and Biology.

There are also many extra-curricular options available including; school band and choir plays and musical productions, charity and
volunteering opportunities, team building, induction and ethos days, sporting activities (competitive and non-competitive), summer trip
to Nepal, debate club, quiz nights and other social events run by the Sixth Form.

At St. Mary’s we are proud to have a strong sense of community with a positive and vibrant atmosphere. In the current Sixth Form, we
have students from Cardinal Allen, St. Bede's, St. George’s, Montgomery, St. Aidan’s, Highfield and Unity. Our tutor groups provide a focal
point for daily administration, and for tutor coaching of academic and personal progress.



CHALLENGE

Enrichment Qualifications

In addition to chosen subjects, students also follow a curriculum enrichment
programme, tailored to meet individual student ability and interest. The aim of this is
two-fold; students are involved in choices to ensure the development of transferable
independent learning skills useful to Higher Education or future employers and will
also gain accreditation through additional formal qualifications. We currently offer
Core Maths, Further Maths and EPQ.

o

Extended Project Qualification (EPQ)

The EPQ is a free standing qualification, which is valued by universities; worth
O UCAS points and is equivalent to half an A Level. It provides you with the
opportunity to work on an individual research project, with intermitent support
from a supervisor. It allows you to explore an aspect of a subject you are
studying, choose a topic in which you have a personal interest or do a
project about an issue that concerns you.

Why take the Extended Project
Qualification?

It can be parti rly helpful to students wishing to pursue an
academic w university course with a point based entry
requirements or apply for apprenticeships with many reputable
companies. It will set you apart from other candidates who may
be applying for a place at a competitive university such as Oxford

or Cambridge, or onto competitive courses, as it shows you are a
student who is self-motivated, imaginative and committed to study.




SUPPORT

TUTOR

When you come to St Mary's, you will have your own form tutor. Your tutor will support you in all aspects of college life from guidance in
your studies; help with your study skills; advice regarding possible career progression and application to Higher Education; to arranging
any extra help or support you may need during your learning. Through regular tutorials and one to-one coaching, your tutor will work
with you to ensure that you reach your full potential whilst at the Academy. The Academy recognises the importance of pastoral support
and we work closely, in addition to promoting positive mental health by:

- Offering coaching as part of form time

- Excellent links with appropriate internal and external agencies for mentoring, coaching and counselling services
« Challenging discriminatory attitudes and behaviour

- Encouraging professional development on a range of mental health issues.

At St Mary's each student really does matter, and parents and carers should be aware that the Academy will take any reasonable
action to ensure the safety and well-being of its students. If you are worried about a student you can contact the Head of Sixth Form
(Mrs Burrough). We recognise the damage that can be caused by bullying, in all its forms and have a zero tolerance policy towards any
behaviour that causes anxiety or distress to others. We regard each person as worthy of the utmost respect.

BURSARY FUND

In order to ensure all students can access post-16 education schools, colleges and training providers have been issued bursary funds to
help you if you're studying or starting a course and face financial hardship. A full bursary policy and application form is available on the
academy website, or if you would like some personal advice regarding this, you are welcome to email 6thform@st-mary.blackpool.sch.uk.
Please note all requests are dealt with the utmost confidence and discretion.

If there are queries please contact Debbie Papa on 01253 396286 or email dpa@st-mary.blackpool.sch.uk.

ADDITIONAL LEARNING SUPPORT

Please contact Mrs Stansfield, Head of Learning Support if you would like further details. Email hds@st-mary.blackpool.sch.uk






EXPERIENCE

A Classroom Without Walls
St Mary'’s travels to Nepal

We are blessed to be able to lead groups of students
to Nepal each year where ‘the journey of a lifetime’
is not a cliché. Students who've been have changed
their life direction in incredible ways as a result of
their experiences. Many go on to volunteer in their
own community, travel again, volunteer abroad or
take career pathways that lead to helping many
people.

So why Nepal? There is no doubt whatsoever that
immersingoneselfintheatmosphere of Kathmandu
and exploring the temples of this amazing place
inspires each and every person who has dared
to explore. Mix this with an exciting opportunity
to volunteer abroad and teach children whose
aspirations are far beyond our comprehension and
you enjoy a unique learning experience like no
other.

The expedition has the main elements:
1) The incredible and exciting itinerary that takes in
Buddhist and Hindu temples and their rituals and

practices as well as the ancient Newari culture.

2) The challenging timetable of Volunteer Teaching
to12classes of children at Shubyakamana Academy.

3) The personal development and leadership skills
of each member of the team.




HOW DO | APPLY

At St. Mary’s Sixth Form, we extend a warm invitation
to local high school students aspiring to join our vibrant
Sixth Form community. Our inclusive approach welcomes
students from diverse backgrounds, and we wish to stress
that there is no requirement for students to be of Catholic
denomination to apply.

To apply, students should have five or more GCSEs at
grade 4 or higher, including English and Mathematics.
The application process is simple. Visit our website at
www.st-mary.blackpool.sch.uk/apply-to-sixth-form/
to access the online application form. Alternatively, request
a hard copy by contacting our office. Please note that high
school students currently at St. Mary’s are not required to
complete the application form.

We encourage prospective students to visit us for in-depth
insights and discussions about our wide range of courses.
To schedule a visit or discuss your interests, call us at 01253
396286 or email Mrs. Papa, Sixth Form Admissions, at dpa@
st-mary.blackpool.sch.uk.

Successful applicants will complete the enrolment process
on GCSE results day in August.

For any queries or further assistance, please feel free to
reach out to Mrs. Burrough, our Head of Sixth Form, at
jbu@st-mary.blackpool.sch.uk.

Join us at St. Mary’s Sixth Form, where your academic
journey begins, and opportunities for growth abound!
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