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Welcome to St. Mary's! We are a high-achieving, 11-18 academy where students thrive and flourish. At
St. Mary’s, we aim to create an environment where each student is supported and challenged to be the
very best they can be.

St. Mary's is well known for its high academic standards and the warmth of our relationships with our
students and their families. This is due to high-quality teaching and excellent pastoral care within our
Catholic family ethos. We are very proud of our students and what they go on to achieve and become.
We know that this is based on the strong partnerships we develop between home, academy, Church
and the local community.

St. Mary’s is part of The Blessed Edward Bamber Catholic Multi Academy Trust. The Trust consists of
a number of academies which work closely together to provide high-quality education to enable our
young people to grow and achieve their best —academically, personally and spiritually. We work closely
with the wider family of Blackpool Catholic schools and the Diocese of Lancaster.

We believe that every child should experience the best education and opportunities available. Our
students experience a wide range of extra-curricular clubs, trips and events. This rounded experience
helps them to become happy, resilient, caring young people who are well-prepared for the next stages
of their lives.

We are proud of our students, our staff and the Academy. | look forward to welcoming you to the
Academy — please contact the office to arrange a visit to see all of this in action.

Mrs Helen O’Neill
CEO, BEBCMAT




The St. Mary's Family

| am delighted to welcome you to St. Mary’s, a community that is built on faith, love and a genuine commitment to helping every child flourish. | feel
proud and privileged to serve as Headteacher, leading our Academy as we continue to grow and build on the many strengths that make St. Mary's
such a special place.

At the heart of everything we do is The St. Mary's Way. More than an ethos, it is the shared set of values
and beliefs that shape our daily lives and relationships. It is what makes our Academy unique, guiding our
commitment to providing a caring, nurturing and inclusive environment where every child is recognised
as a precious gift from God, valued for who they are, and encouraged to become the very best version of
themselves.

As a Catholic Academy, our mission reaches far beyond academic success. Inspired by the words of Jesus:

“I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full.” John 10:10

We are dedicated to nurturing the whole child—spiritually, intellectually, socially and emotionally.
Through prayer, worship and opportunities to serve others, we encourage our young people to grow in
faith, develop compassion and integrity, and recognise their responsibility to make a positive difference
in the world.

We are proud of our ambitious curriculum, which inspires curiosity, creativity and a love of learning. At the
same time, our dedicated pastoral team ensures that every child feels safe, known, supported and cared
for, enabling them to develop the confidence and resilience needed to thrive. We have high expectations
of all our students because we believe in their potential, and we work closely with families, recognising
that parents are the first and most important educators of their children and valued partners in their
journey.

St. Mary's is a vibrant and welcoming faith community where respect, kindness, forgiveness and dignity
are lived out each day. We celebrate the unique gifts and achievements of every child and encourage
them to use their God-given talents in the service of others, following the example of Christ.

| hope this prospectus gives you a sense of the warmth, faith and strong sense of belonging that define life at St. Mary’s. We are immensely proud of
our Catholic identity and of the opportunities we provide for our young people to grow in faith, knowledge and love. We look forward to welcoming
you into the St. Mary’s family and to sharing the privilege of supporting your child as they learn, grow and flourish.

Juliet Morgan, Headteacher




LIVING LIFE TO THE FULL

Our mission is to provide an outstanding whole-person
education through which all are challenged to grow in wisdom,
understanding, self-esteem and closeness to God.

St. Mary's is a Catholic academy where prayer and reflection are woven into the fabric
of the Academy’s life. The universal message of the Church and its call to new life
encourages us to value every individual as precious in God'’s sight. The distinctive
education offered at the Academy includes the continuing development of morals
and Christian values.

Respecting the uniqueness of each person is central to the caring nature of the
academy and a reflection of the Gospel message of love. A strong and supportive
pastoral system continues to care for all and helps build people’s self-esteem. The
Academy strives to be a community where high quality and enriching relationships
are built. Tolerance and the valuing of others are key points of daily life. We seek to
manage every aspect of Academy life, with justice, for the common good of all.

We challenge all people to use their God-given gifts to achieve excellence and make

significant progress in their learning. Opportunities exist for aesthetic, performing
and creative talents to be nurtured.

CATHOLIC CARING
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“Prayer and liturgy in St Mary’s runs through
the whole life of the school - ‘like Blackpool
through Blackpool rock’ as the lay chaplains
described.”

Diocese Inspection Report October 2023




The strong sense of community is a defining characteristic and
visitors often remark on the warm and inclusive atmosphere,
extending to individuals of all faith backgrounds, making them
feel part of the Catholic community.

Diocese Inspection Report October 2023

Catholic means

INCLUDING EVERYONE
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“Pastoral care provided for students is exceptional,
catering to the diverse needs of its students.”

Diocese Inspection Report October 2023
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At St. Mary’'s we pride ourselves on placing the child at
the centre of everything that we do. Our key to success is
building relationships that create a sense of mutual worth
and a shared goal in creating an outstanding Academy.

At the heart of our pastoral care is the form tutor. They
meet their form twice per day and stay with their form as
they move through the Academy. Form tutors work closely
with students and their parents in a mutually profitable
partnership of success.

Each year group is supported by a Head of Year, Assistant
Head of Year and a Pastoral Manager to care for their
needs.

Because we want to ensure each and every student
achieves their full potential our behaviour policy is applied
consistently. Knowing what the boundaries are ensures
everyone operates within them to create an atmosphere
of Behaviour for Learning throughout the Academy.

“Pupils feel happy and safe. They benefit from positive relationships with staff. Pupils know that adults are
available to support them at all times... There is a culture of mutual respect across the school that reflects the

ethos of the school.”

Ofsted 2026



St. Mary's offers

INCREDIBLE OPPORTUNITIES
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Education does not start and finish in the classroom - some of the most powerful education is
gained in incredible opportunities provided outside the classroom walls. These range from sporting
options, drama productions, musical experiences, art opportunities and political debates, to trips to
inspirational locations both near and far.

Extracurricular Activities

An extensive array of clubs take place each day. Sports, Drama, Music, Science, Computing and Duke
of Edinburgh are just some of the activities on offer. Pupils also take part in several trips including

theatre visits, Modern Foreign Languages trips to France & Spain, a skiing trip, a London trip and
many other exciting opportunities.

“Leaders provide a broad enrichment programme... Opportunities such as the
Duke of Edinburgh’s Award further enrich pupils’ experiences. Pupils participate
in clubs including a young philosophers group and a cooking club. These
experiences help pupils develop confidence, resilience and wider interests.”

Ofsted 2026

“The St Mary’s Way’ serves as a framework for students to explore their inner potential
and provides guidance to staff in nurturing their talents.”

Diocese Inspection Report October 2023



St. Mary'sis a

LEARNING COMMUNITY

At St. Mary's we offer flexible learning
pathways to enable different interests
learning styles and aspirations to flourish. So
that students obtain the most out of their
education, we are committed to identifying
the gaps in student knowledge. Teachers
work together on how to meet
the needs of their students and
move learning forward. In this
way nho one is left behind. In
Year 10 options range from

:'j academic, providing a good
7 Dbasis for St. Mary’s Sixth Form
and university, to vocational
and work related Ilearning.
All pathways include a core
curriculum of RE, English,

Maths and Science.

So that students get the most out of the
curriculum our form programme on the ‘St.
Mary’'s Way' teaches our students how to learn
and helps them develop resilience.

. “Pupils attend well. They enjoy learning in a calm,

' purposeful environment. There is a culture of mutual
respect across the school that reflects the ethos of the
school ”

Ofsted 2026
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Each day studentsin Year 7-10 spend 30 minutes in reading time with their .
form tutor. They read books from a challenging literary canon. Students
also develop their knowledge using a range of knowledge organisers as
part of their learning.
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“Leaders know pupils well and have high
ambitions for all. Leaders ensure that
disadvantaged pupils and pupils with
educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND)
recieve appropriate support.”
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_JOURNEY

Each year during the period of Advent, our school
community comes together to raise funds and
collect gifts for those in need within our local area.

What began as a small initiative in 1999 has
since grown into a remarkable tradition, with
over £68,000 raised through the annual appeal.

Thanks to the collaborative efforts of staff and
students, we've been able to support children
o assisted by Blackpool Coastal Housing, elderly
and vulnerable parishioners through the Saint
Vincent de Paul Society, people experiencing
homelessness via Streetlife, and local refugees
supported by the Empowerment Charity. Each
recipient receives a thoughtful gift—a gesture to
show they are not alone and that they are valued.

Beyond providing practical help, the appeal
fosters a deep sense of compassion and social
responsibility in our pupils—values they carry
with them well beyond their time at school.



YEAR 11 RETREAT

Every year our Year 11 students have the opportunity to attend a
Catholic retreat. This is an important and valuable time for them to
take a step back and get some perspective before they dive in to their
GCSE year. As well as growing their faith and reflecting on their place
in the world, students get to make memories and build relationships
that will last throughout their lives. A great many come back changed,
and talk about their week away for years to come.

“Students appreciaté'their experiences of prayer and
' | liturgy, joining readily in aspects as invited, including
when led by the small student chaplaincy team.”

Diocese Inspection Report October 2023



St. Mary’s
Sixth form

Big enough to offer
a wide selection
of courses.

Small enough
taught in smal
specialist grouy_

L ‘r
—
-

Big ene
your

“Students are positive about their
experience in the sixth form.. Leaders
ensure that the curriculum is taught well.

Ofsted 2026



y's Sixth Form

MMUNITY WITHIN A COMMUNITY

We are proud to offer the only post-16 Catholic
education on the Fylde Coast, with a vibrant
sixth form community of about 200 students.

We offer a personalised sixth form experience in
a close-knit community. Enrichment activities
are varied and numerous with volunteering and
leadership opportunities at home and abroad.

We like to encourage all of our students to

challenge themselves academically. We offer
a range of extra qualifications to also allow
students to further themselves including EPQ
(Extended Project Qualification) which is a free
standing qualification that provides opportunity
to work on individual research choosing a topic
of which they have a personal interest, with one
to one support.

Sixth formers positively choose the distinctive ethos
and caring atmosphere of St Mary’s, saying that the
way they are known by the staff, and know them in

return, makes for an excellent transition from GCSE.

Diocese Inspection Report October 2023
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