
 

KS2  Year 7 Art Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

At KS3 we 

build upon 

the 

following 

skills 

acquired at 

KS2 

Recording  

Use of 

sketchbooks  

to record 

observations

, review, and 

revisit ideas. 

Skill 

Developmen

t: Improving 

mastery of 

art and 

design 

techniques, 

including 

drawing, 

painting, 

and 

sculpture, 

using a 

range of 

Topic Title  Formal elements   Formal Elements   

Signs and Symbols  

 Young 

Impressionists  

 Young 

Impressionists  

 The built 

environment – 

Architecture 

 The built 

environment – 

Architecture 

Key areas of 

focus 

Use of Line, Shape, 

Form, Tone, Colour, 

Pattern, Texture in Art   

 Use of symbols / 

motifs in other 

cultures  

 Young 

Impressionists 

based on the 

environment 

within art pupils  

explore and 

respond to work  

based upon the 

natural and built  

landscape through 

the exploration of 

colour 

 Young 

Impressionists 

based on the 

environment within 

art pupils  explore 

and create a series 

of refined  visual 

responses  to the 

environment  

 Pupils are 

introduced to 

styles of 

Architecture, the 

role of Architects 

and develop 

observational 

drawing skills 

 Pupils develop 

practical 

responses to 

Historical and 

Modern forms 

of Architecture 

Subject specific 

knowledge 

 Understanding of 

Formal Elements in 

the context of Art and 

Design.  

Basic Colour Theory 

 Application of 

Formal Elements  

Cultural / Religious 

symbols and purpose 

of symbols  

Use of symmetry in 

design 

 Knowledge of the 

term Art 

Movement  

Knowledge of the 

Impressionists 

Colour Theory 

 Knowledge of the 

term Art Movement  

Knowledge of the 

Impressionists 

Colour Theory 

 Knowledge of key 

architectural 

styles and key 

distinguishing 

features.  

The work of artists 

John Piper and Ian 

Murphy. 

 The work of 

artists John 

Piper and Ian 

Murphy. 

Mono printing 

processes  

How to create  

imagery using 

mixed medium 



materials 

(e.g., pencil, 

charcoal, 

paint, clay). 

Art History: 

Learning 

about great 

artists, 

architects, 

and 

designers. 

Critical 

Evaluation: 

Analysing 

and 

evaluating 

their own 

work and 

that of 

others, using 

the language 

of art, craft, 

and design. 

Purpose: To 

produce 

creative 

work, 

explore 

ideas, and 

record 

experiences.  

Assessment 

(formative and 

summative 

 Baseline test 

Portfolio work based 

on Formal Elements  

 Portfolio work based 

on Formal Elements 

and Signs and 

symbols  

 Portfolio work 

based on The 

Impressionist’s, 

colour and media 

experimentation 

evidence  

 Portfolio work 

based on The 

Impressionist’s, 

colour and media 

experimentation 

and conclusive 

imagery in response 

to the 

Impressionists  

 Portfolio work 

based on 

observational 

drawing   

 Portfolio work 

based on 

observational 

drawing   

Interdisciplinary 

learning 

English: Annotation 

of design ideas, key 

words and 

terminology, how to 

evaluate 

Maths – measuring 

skills and symmetry 

 English: Annotation 

of design ideas, key 

words and 

terminology, how to 

evaluate 

Maths – measuring 

skills and symmetry 

Graphic design – 

surface pattern  

RS – Meaning of 

religious symbols and 

colours (Advent)  

 English: 

Annotation of 

design ideas, key 

words and 

terminology, how 

to evaluate 

English Oracy skills  

– verbal discussion  

Maths – Ratios 

(paint) Measuring 

during secondary 

source 

observation.  

History -  Key 

artists who 

changed History  

 English: Annotation 

of design ideas, key 

words and 

terminology, how to 

evaluate 

English Oracy skills  

– verbal discussion 

Maths – Ratios 

(paint) Measuring 

during secondary 

source observation.  

History -  Key artists 

who changed 

History 

 English: 

Annotation of 

design ideas, key 

words and 

terminology, how 

to evaluate 

Maths – 

measuring skills 

during 

observation  

History -  Key 

Architectural  

Design styles in 

history  

Philosophy – 

belief and thought 

through design 

concept  

English: 

Annotation of 

design ideas, 

key words and 

terminology, 

how to evaluate 

Maths – 

measuring skills 

during 

observation   

Progression of 

learning 

In year 7, pupils acquire skills in the use of a variety of artistic medium learn research skills gain in depth knowledge of Formal 

Elements and Colour Theory. Artistic skills acquired are applied to work created during the year. Pupils begin to develop their skills 

to understand how Colour Theory and Formal Elements are applied in the context of art. Pupils begin to explore and develop skills 

in colour mixing, blending observational drawing creative and imaginative drawing, mark making painting, printing and use of 



mixed media to create effects, Pupils gain an understanding how to apply colour and tone to work and begin to see how initial 

drawings can develop into more refined work. 

Pupils are introduced to key Historical styles in Art and Design (Architecture) 

  Year 8 Art Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Topic Title  Narrative Art  Narrative Art  Narrative Art    Art & Issues  Ocean 

Pollution  

 Objects and 

Viewpoints 

 Objects and 

Viewpoints 

Key areas of focus Study of key 

historical pieces of 

Narrative work 

and how art is 

used to 

communicate 

thoughts, ideas 

emotions and 

represent micro, 

macro and meso 

events. Personal 

response to Greek 

Art  

Written and visual 

analysis of key pieces 

of Narrative Art such 

Picasso’s Guernica 

and other war art. 

Creative and 

imaginative drawing 

skills in response to 

war poetry and 

develop create highly 

personal responses 

to the theme of 

peace and conflict 

with reference to key 

events which have 

made history. 

Awareness of art as a 

medium to raise 

awareness of social, 

political or 

environmental 

current issues 

 Revisit the Formal 

Elements developing 

primary 

observational, tonal, 

mark making painting 

and basic 

photographic skills. 

 Historical Modern 

and Contemporary 

examples of still life 

by artists such as The 

Cubists, Andy 

Warhol, Michael 

Craig Martin and 

Audrey Flack.   

Subject specific 

knowledge 

 Narrative Art  

Greek Art  

Macro / Meso / 

Micro events   

 Picasso’s Guernica  

 Narrative Art 

Image analysis and 

evaluation methods  

 War Art and its 

influences   

War Poetry  

Purposes of art other 

than for aesthetic 

purposes 

Artists as social 

commentators’ 

activists 

 Formal Elements 

Key Art   Movements 

in history 

Tone and form, mark 

making  application 

methods   

 Key Art Movements 

in History 



Assessment 

(formative and 

summative 

 Personal response 

to narrative art  

 Visual and written 

analysis of Picasso’s 

Guernica  

  

 Portfolio work to 

include creative 

response to War 

Poetry  

Personal visual 

response to War Art 

and conflict Narrative 

events 

 Portfolio to include 

research based on 

Ocean Pollution, 

Observational drawn 

work based on sea 

life and artist 

response to the 

project Ocean 

Pollution. 

 Portfolio to include a 

selection of tonal and 

experimental 

observational 

drawing from Primary 

and Secondary 

sources. 

 Portfolio to include 

observational work, 

experimental 

developmental work 

and work in response 

to historical, Modern 

and Contemporary 

Art Movements 

based on Still life.  

Interdisciplinary 

learning 

English: 

Annotation of 

design ideas, key 

words and 

terminology, how 

to evaluate 

English Oracy skills  

– verbal discussion 

English: Annotation 

of design ideas, key 

words and 

terminology, how to 

evaluate 

English Oracy skills  – 

verbal discussion 

English: Annotation 

of design ideas, key 

words and 

terminology, how to 

evaluate 

English Literature – 

War Poetry  

English Oracy skills  – 

verbal discussion. 

English: Annotation 

of design ideas, key 

words and 

terminology, how to 

evaluate 

Science – Pollution 

and impact of 

chemicals and 

plastics in the 

environment  

English: Annotation 

of design ideas, key 

words and 

terminology, how to 

evaluate. 

Maths – Ratios 

(paint) Measuring 

during secondary 

source observation. 

  

Progression of 

learning 

Pupils in year 8 build upon, refine, extend, and apply skills in the use of media, the ability to evaluate their own work and that of others 

along with research skills during extended project-based work developed throughout the year. 

Pupils gain further understanding of the purposes and uses of Art in context and develop creative and imaginative drawing skills. 

  

  

 

  



Year 9  Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Topic Title Natural Forms  Natural Forms  Natural forms  Colour and pattern in 

art  

Colour and Pattern in 

art 

Colour and Pattern in 

art 

Key areas of 

focus 

Natural Forms –Pupils 

develop skills in 

observation and 

recording ideas and 

have the opportunity 

to basic image capture 

and learn how to 

generate own primary 

source material 

Experimental practical 

use of artistic medium 

informed by 

Contextual references.  

Larger more 

developed work 

informed by 

contextual sources  

Revisit Colour Theory, 

introduction to colour 

and pattern in art   

Revisit Formal 

Elements , organic 

pattern in art through 

portraiture  and 

explore  and analyse 

the use of line, shape, 

tone, form colour and 

pattern in portraiture 

Experimental work 

exploration of the use 

of artistic medium, 

process of  planning, 

refining and linking 

work to that of other 

artists.   

Subject specific 

knowledge 

Ideas mapping visual 

and written 

Skills in observational 

work 

Artistic influences  

Marcia Baldwin, 

Georgia O Keeffe, 

Kelly Quinn ,Lucy 

Arnold  

Amy Genser 

Image analysis 

methods 

Artistic influences  

Marcia Baldwin, 

Georgia O Keeffe, 

Kelly Quinn ,Lucy 

Arnold  

Amy Genser 

Composition 

Colour Theory, 

Geometric Abstraction 

Geometric / organic 

shapes 

Monochromatic 

Harmonious and 

Complimentary 

colours  

Composition 

Art influences -  

African Art , Frank 

Stella,  Sonia 

Delauney, Paul Klee 

Formal Elements in art 

Line, Shape, Tone, 

form, Colour, Texture, 

Pattern  

Work of  Alana Dee 

Haynes, Iain 

Macarthur, Hattie 

Stuart  

Composition 

Use of digital editing 

tools Pixlr Express, 

Lunapic 

Formal Elements in art 

Line, Shape, Tone, 

form, Colour, Texture, 

Pattern  

Work of  Alana Dee 

Haynes, Iain 

Macarthur  

Composition, Use of 

digital editing tools 

Assessment 

(formative and 

summative 

Portfolio work to 

include ideas mapping 

and a series of  

Primary and 

Portfolio work to 

cover Primary and 

secondary 

observational work 

Portfolio work to 

cover Primary and 

secondary 

observational work 

Initial research based 

on Colour Theory, 

Portfolio work to date 

based on Colour and 

Pattern geometric &, 

organics shape and 

Portfolio work to date 

based on Colour and 

Pattern geometric &, 

organics shape and 



 

 

 

Secondary 

Observational work. 

and a series of 

experimental work 

informed by 

contextual sources 

and a series of 

experimental work 

informed by 

contextual sources, 

conclusive, more 

refined work in 

response to 

contextual sources. 

Geometric Abstraction 

in art.  

Initial 

experimentation with 

Geometric 

abstraction. 

initial experiments 

with portraiture   

initial experiments 

with portraiture  and 

more refined, larger 

scale pieces of work.  

Interdisciplinary 

learning 

Science – 

observational skills 

used in recording 

data, precise 

structures and work 

during scientific 

experiments. 

Environmental Science 

-Exploration of 

structure plants and 

sea life  

Maths – Observation 

reinforces 

mathematical 

concepts by requiring 

the measurement of 

proportion and scale  

English – evaluative 

skills and the use of 

key terminology 

English Oracy – the 

ability to discuss and 

make verbal 

observations about 

own work and that of 

others  

English – evaluative 

skills and the use of 

key terminology 

English Oracy – the 

ability to discuss and 

make verbal 

observations about 

own work and that of 

others 

English – evaluative 

skills and the use of 

key terminology 

Maths – Geometry in 

abstract art  

History – Art styles 

and Movements 

(geometric 

abstraction) 

English – evaluative 

skills and the use of 

key terminology 

English – evaluative 

skills and the use of 

key terminology 

Progression of 

learning 

Pupils in year 9 have an opportunity to refine and extend their artistic skills and use of artistic medium. There is an emphasis on work being 

informed by contextual studies and pupils gain a deeper understanding of the work of other artists in context. Pupils develop further research skills 

and work to generate their own source material and have a opportunity to work in larger scale.   



Year 10 

Year 10 

Photography 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Topic Title Component 1 

Introduction to 

photography  

Component 1 

Introductory project 

Formal Elements  

Component 1 main 

project Light and 

Dark 

Component 1 main 

project Light and 

Dark 

Component 1 main 

project Light and 

Dark 

Component 1 mini 

exam style project 

Key areas of focus 
Formal Elements, 

Composition, basic 

image capture 

Introduction to use of 

a digital sketchbook 

AO1 Introduction 

contextual research 

 AO3 Imagery 

incorporating the 

Formal elements, 

Image capture, 

Introduction to basic 

contact sheet 

annotation and image 

evaluation 

AO2 Introduction to 

basic image editing 

and simple use of 

layers    

 

AO1 - Contextual 

research  

AO3 - Recording ideas 

in written and visual 

form 

AO2 Experimental 

image capture and 

Studio lighting 

techniques   

Develop use of digital 

imaging techniques. 

AO3 – more focussed 

recording of ideas in 

written and visual 

form 

 

AO2 refined 

experimental image 

capture Studio 

lighting techniques as 

appropriate. 

Refined and more 

complex use of digital 

imaging techniques 

 

   

AO2 refined 

experimental image 

capture Studio 

lighting techniques   

AO2 further 

refinement of imagery 

and experimentation 

with photographic 

and digital editing 

techniques  

Informed by 

subtheme contextual 

research 

AO4: Personal 

Response. Present a 

personal, informed 

response realising 

intentions, making 

connections. (Focus: 

Final outcome 

planning and 

production.) 

AO1 - Contextual 

research  

AO3 - Recording ideas 

in written and visual 

form 

AO2 Experimental 

image capture and 

Studio lighting 

techniques   



Subject specific 

knowledge 

Formal Elements in 

photography, 

composition rules 

 Job roles within 

photography 

Presentation 

techniques 

Visual and Written 

Mapping ideas 

Evaluation   

Formal Elements in 

photography, 

composition rules 

Use of Pixlr Express 

and Photoshop 

editing tool  

Shutter speed, ISO, 

Aperture 

Formal Elements in 

photography, 

composition rules 

Research methods  

Methods of recording 

ideas, contact sheet 

annotation and image 

evaluation 

More complex image 

editing and use of 

layers    

Shutter speed, ISO, 

Aperture 

Formal Elements in 

photography, 

composition rules 

Research methods  

 contact sheet 

annotation and image 

evaluation 

More refined image 

editing and use of 

layers.   

Shutter speed, ISO, 

Aperture 

Formal Elements in 

photography, 

composition rules 

Research methods  

 contact sheet 

annotation and image 

evaluation 

More refined image 

editing and use of 

layers.   

Recording and 

planning for practical 

examination 

Formal Elements in 

photography, 

composition rules 

Research methods  

 contact sheet 

annotation and image 

evaluation 

More refined image 

editing and use of 

layers.   

Assessment 

(formative and 

summative 

Application of 

knowledge of 

composition and 

Formal elements in 

visual form. 

Assessment of digital 

portfolio to date, 

application of 

knowledge and 

experimentation with 

editing tools    

Formative digital 

portfolio review 

Formative digital 

portfolio review  

Summative portfolio 

mark 

Formative digital 

portfolio review 

Formative  digital 

portfolio review  

Summative portfolio 

mark 

Interdisciplinary 

learning 

Science – 

observational skills 

used in recording 

data, precise 

structures and work 

during scientific 

experiments 

IT – use of software 

applications to 

manage imagery and 

information in files, 

organisation of work 

English – evaluative 

skills and the use of 

key terminology 

IT – use of software 

applications to 

manage imagery and 

information in files, 

organisation of work 

Collaborative and 

pedagogical value – 

encouraging pupils to 

English – evaluative 
skills and the use of 
key terminology 

IT – use of software 
applications to 
manage imagery and 
information in files, 
organisation of work 

Collaborative and 
pedagogical value – 
encouraging pupils to 
work together and 
rely on each other 

English – evaluative 

skills and the use of 

key terminology 

IT – use of software 

applications to 

manage imagery and 

information in files, 

organisation of work 

Collaborative and 

pedagogical value – 

encouraging pupils to 

English – evaluative 

skills and the use of 

key terminology 

IT – use of software 

applications to 

manage imagery and 

information in files, 

organisation of work 

Collaborative and 

pedagogical value – 

encouraging pupils to 

English – evaluative 

skills and the use of 

key terminology 

IT – use of software 

applications to 

manage imagery and 

information in files, 

organisation of work 

Collaborative and 

pedagogical value – 

encouraging pupils to 



 

 

Media – analysis of 

and purpose of 

imagery 

Business Studies – 

Campaign and 

Advertising 

Photography for 

purpose of promotion 

work together and 

rely on each other 

Media – analysis and 
purpose of imagery 

Business Studies – 
Campaign and 
Advertising 
Photography 

work together and 

rely on each other 

work together and 

rely on each other 

work together and 

rely on each other 

Progression of 

learning 

In Year 10 Photography pupils follow a course designed and delivered to support pupils to build a professional digital portfolio that balances artistic 

flair informed by contextual sources. Pupils develop skills in term 1 to enable them to manage and develop digital photographic work effectively 

and independently covering basics of image capture, composition and use of software. Component 1 then begins with AO1 (Develop), where 

pupils immerse themselves in contextual research, analysing the work of other artists / designers / photographers and cultural sources as 

appropriate to encourage original concepts and creativity. This transitions into AO3 (Record), a continuous thread throughout the year where 

pupils document their observations through photography, drawing, sketches, and written reflections to map their creative intent. The middle 

phase focuses on AO2 (Refine), a rigorous period of "trial and error" where pupils experiment with diverse photographic and artistic methods and 

more complex editing skills media informed by contextual sources to refine and narrow down the most effective techniques for their vision. Finally, 

the project culminates in AO4 (Present), where pupils combine their most successful experiments and insights into development work towards a  

high-quality final outcome, ensuring their visual language clearly tells the story of their initial investigations in a refined and meaningful way 



 Autumn 1  Autumn 2 Spring 1  Spring 2 Summer 1  Summer 2 

Topic Title Component 1 

Personal theme 

(Theme alters each 

year) 

Component 1 

Personal theme 

(Theme alters each 

year) 

Component 1 

Personal theme 

(Theme alters each 

year) 

Component 1 

Personal theme 

(Theme alters each 

year) 

Component 1 

Personal theme 

(Theme alters each 

year) 

Component 1 

Personal theme 

(Theme alters each 

year) 

Key areas of 

focus 

AO1 Developing 

research skills   

AO3 – Recording 

ideas in visual and 

written form  

AO1 Developing 

research skills   

AO3: Recording and 

Reflecting 

(Integration). Make 

connections between 

own work and AO1 

influences. 

AO2: Experiment 

with Media .and 

techniques 

appropriate to pupil 

own thematic 

approach.   

AO2: Experiment 

with more refined 

Media. and 

techniques. Produce 

artist-influenced 

experiments and 

combine styles. 

AO4: Personal 

Response. Present a 

personal, informed 

response realising 

intentions, making 

connections. (Focus: 

Final outcome 

planning and 

production.) 

AO4: Personal 

Response. Present a 

personal, informed 

response realising 

intentions, making 

connections. (Focus: 

Final outcome 

planning and 

production.) 

Subject specific 

knowledge 

Job roles within Art 

Artist analysis skills 

Presentation 

techniques  

Methods and 

processes to record 

observations 

Own image making 

and capture 

Use of composition  

Use of a range of 

artistic medium  

Possibilities and 

limitations of chosen 

artistic medium 

Evaluation methods 

and processes 

Use of a range of 

artistic medium 

informed by artistic 

sources  

Possibilities and 

limitations of chosen 

artistic medium 

Evaluation methods 

and processes 

Use of a range of 

artistic medium 

informed by artistic 

sources  

Possibilities and 

limitations of chosen 

artistic medium 

Evaluation methods 

and processes 

Composition  

 



 

 

 

Year 10 Fine Art Curriculum Journey  



Year 11 

Photography 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Topic Title Component 1 exam 

style project 

Component 1 exam 

style project 

Component 2 

introduction 

Component 2 Component 2   

Key areas of 

focus 

AO3 - Recording 

ideas 

Experimental image 

capture Studio 

lighting techniques   

Experimentation with 

photographic 

techniques  

Contextual research 

AO4: Personal 

Response. Present a 

personal, informed 

response realising 

intentions, making 

connections. (Focus: 

Final outcome 

planning and 

production.) 

AO3: Recording and 

Reflecting. Record 

ideas, observations 

and insights relevant 

to intentions based 

on chosen Exam 

question, in visual 

and other forms. 

 

AO1: Develop ideas 

and contextual 

studies  through 

sustained 

investigations 

informed by 

appropriate 

contextual sources  

AO2: Experiment 

with media and 

photographic 

techniques 

(advanced)  

Production of 

experiments 

informed by 

appropriate artistic 

sources. 

 

  

AO4: Personal 

Response. Present a 

personal, informed 

response realising 

intentions, making 

connections. (Focus: 

Final outcome 

planning and 

production.) 

N/A 

Subject specific 

knowledge 

Composition 

Evaluation methods 

and processes 

Composition 

Evaluation methods 

and processes 

Composition 

Evaluation methods 

and processes 

Composition 

Evaluation methods 

and processes 

Composition 

Evaluation methods 

and processes 

 

Assessment 

(formative and 

summative 

Formative  

Portfolio review 

Formative  

Portfolio review  

Summative portfolio 

mark Component 1 

only 

Formative  

Portfolio review  

Summative portfolio 

mark Component 1 

only 

Formative  

Portfolio review  

Component 1 and 

Component 2 

combined 

Formative  

Portfolio review  

Component 1 and 

Component 2 

combined 

N/A 



  

Interdisciplinary 

learning 

IT – use of software 

applications to 

manage imagery and 

information in files, 

organisation of work 

IT – use of software 

applications to 

manage imagery and 

information in files, 

organisation of work 

IT – use of software 

applications to 

manage imagery and 

information in files, 

organisation of work 

IT – use of software 

applications to 

manage imagery and 

information in files, 

organisation of work 

Media – analysis and 

purpose of imagery 

Business Studies – 

Campaign and 

Advertising 

Photography 

IT – use of software 

applications to 

manage imagery and 

information in files, 

organisation of work 

 

Progression of 

learning 

In Year 11 Photography, pupils continue to follow a course designed and delivered to enable pupils to build a professional digital portfolio that 

balances artistic flair informed by contextual sources. The journey continues from year 10 where the project developed throughout year 10 

culminates in AO4 (Present), where pupils combine their most successful photographic and artistic experiments and insights into 

development work to plan, develop and produce  a  high-quality final outcome, ensuring their visual language clearly tells the story of their 

initial investigations in a refined and meaningful way. From January in year 11, pupils are prepared for a more independent approach in the 

form of an externally set assignment brief Component 2   in which pupils build and develop a creative response to a given stimulus material 

and approach the AO1 (Develop), AO3 (Record) AO2 (Refine) and AO4 (Present) process of portfolio development more independently 

culminating in a 10 hour practical examination in which conclusive outcomes are produced within the AO4 (Present) stage. Pupils are 

prepared with the necessary  skills to approach art and design subjects in year 12.        



Year 11 Art Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Topic Title 
Component 1 

Personal theme 

(Theme alters each 

year) 

Component 1 

Personal theme 

(Theme alters each 

year) 

Component 2 

introduction pupil 

chosen thematic 

approach provided 

by AQA. 

Component 2 pupil 

chosen thematic 

approach  

Component 2 pupil 

chosen thematic 

approach   

 

Key areas of 

focus 

AO4: Personal 

Response. Present a 

personal, informed 

response realising 

intentions, making 

connections. (Focus: 

Final outcome 

planning and 

production.) 

 

AO4: Personal 

Response. Present a 

personal, informed 

response realising 

intentions, making 

connections. (Focus: 

Final outcome 

planning and 

production.) 

AO3: Recording and 

Reflecting. Record 

ideas, observations 

and insights relevant 

to intentions based 

on chosen Exam 

question, in visual 

and other forms. 

 

AO1: Develop ideas 

and contextual 

studies  through 

sustained 

investigations 

informed by 

appropriate 

contextual sources 

AO2: Experiment with 

media and 

photographic 

techniques 

(advanced)  

Production of 

experiments 

informed by 

appropriate artistic 

sources. 

AO4: Personal 

Response. Present a 

personal, informed 

response realising 

intentions, making 

connections. (Focus: 

Final outcome 

planning and 

production.) 

 

Subject specific 

knowledge 

Composition 

Evaluation methods and processes Formal Elements of art and design 

Descriptive and evaluative language as appropriate  

Colour Theory 

Composition 

Contextual references Research and presentation methods 



 

Assessment 

(formative and 

summative 

Formative  

Portfolio review  

Component 1 only 

Formative  

Portfolio review  

Summative portfolio 

mark Component 1 

only 

Formative  

Portfolio review  

Summative portfolio 

mark Component 1 

only 

Formative  

Portfolio review  

Component 1 and 

Component 2 

combined 

Formative  

Portfolio review  

Component 1 and 

Component 2 

combined 

 

Interdisciplinary 

learning 

English - evaluative 

and analysis skills and 

the use of key 

terminology 

IT – use of software 

applications to 

manage imagery and 

information in files, 

organisation of work 

English - evaluative 

and analysis skills and 

the use of key 

terminology  

IT – use of software 

applications to 

manage imagery and 

information in files, 

organisation of work 

English - evaluative 

and analysis skills and 

the use of key 

terminology 

IT – use of software 

applications to 

manage imagery and 

information in files, 

organisation of work 

English - evaluative 

and analysis skills and 

the use of key 

terminology 

IT – use of software 

applications to 

manage imagery and 

information in files, 

organisation of work 

English - evaluative 

and analysis skills and 

the use of key 

terminology 

IT – use of software 

applications to 

manage imagery and 

information in files, 

organisation of work  

 

Progression of 

learning 

In Year 11 Fine Art pupils follow a course designed and delivered to enable pupils to build a professional portfolio that balances artistic flair 

informed by contextual sources. The journey continues from year 10 where the project developed throughout year 10 culminates in AO4 

(Present), where pupils combine their most successful experiments and insights into development work to plan, develop and produce   a  

high-quality final outcome, ensuring their visual language clearly tells the story of their initial investigations in a refined and meaningful way. 

From January in year 11, pupils are prepared for a more independent approach in the form of an externally set assignment brief Component 2   

in which pupils build and develop a creative response to a given stimulus material and approach the AO1 (Develop), AO3 (Record) AO2 (Refine) 

and AO4 (Present) process of portfolio development more independently culminating in a 10 hour practical examination in which conclusive 

outcomes are produced within the AO4 (Present) stage. Pupils are prepared with the necessary skills to approach art and design subjects in year 

12..        



Year 12 Fine Art Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Topic Title 
Introduction to the 

course -Exploration 

of the Formal 

Elements and 

Composition and use 

of techniques and 

media  in Art. 

Component 1 

 

Component 1 

 

Component 1 

 

Component 1 

 
Component 1  

 

Key areas of 

focus 

 

Pupils engage in a 

series of practical and 

thematic research 

skills to enable them 

to approach their 

component 1 

personal 

investigation; 

 AO1 - Develop ideas 

through sustained 

and focused 

investigations 

 

 

Pupils explore and 

investigate and 

analyse relevant art, 

craft, design, and 

media, exploring 

historical and 

contemporary 

contexts to inform 

component 1 

personal investigation 

AO3 - Record 

observations and 

ideas in written and 

visual form 

 

Observational 

drawing skills 

development, 

sketches, and visual 

records of 

experiences and 

research. Mapping of 

thoughts and ideas.  

AO2 - Explore and 

experiment with 

materials, processes, 

and techniques 

 

Exploration of a wide 

range of appropriate 

media, materials, and 

technologies 

informed by 

contextual sources. 

Experiment with 

different approaches, 

including digital and 

non-digital. 

AO2 – Refined 

exploration and 

experiments with 

materials, processes, 

and techniques 

 

AO1- making further 

connections with 

artistic sources 

developing a more 

focussed approach.   

 

More refined use of a 

wide range of 

appropriate media, 

materials, and 

technologies. 

Informed by 

contextual sources. 

 

AO2 –  further 

refinement,  

exploration and 

experiments with 

materials, processes, 

and techniques 

AO1- making further 

connections with 

artistic sources to 

inform the 

development of more 

focussed practical 

outcomes 

Further refinement of 

a wide range of 

appropriate media, 

materials, and 

technologies and a 

more focussed, 

sustained way 

informed by 

contextual sources. 



 

Subject specific 

knowledge 

Formal Elements of art and design 

Descriptive and evaluative language as appropriate , Colour Theory, Composition, Contextual references, Use of techniques and media 

processes, Research skills and presentation methods Photoshop and Pixlr Express tools  

Assessment 

(formative and 

summative 

Formative  

Introduction to 

Formal elements 

initial composition 

experiments  

Formative  

Component 1 initial 

personal investigation 

portfolio  

Summative marks to 

date 

Formative  

Component 1 

personal investigation 

portfolio to date 

 

Formative  

Component 1 initial 

personal investigation 

portfolio  

Summative marks to 

date 

Formative  

Component 1 

personal investigation 

portfolio to date 

Formative  

Component 1 initial 

personal investigation 

portfolio  

Summative marks to 

date 

Interdisciplinary 

learning 

Graphics : Drawing skills, presentation techniques, rendering skills, looking at the work of others, communication of design ideas 

History: Art & Design movements through time periods, current affairs 

English - evaluative and analysis skills and the use of key terminology 

IT – use of software applications to manage imagery and information in files, organisation of work 

Progression of 

learning 

The Year 12 Fine Art curriculum is a strategic transition from foundational skill-building to high-level independent practice and building a 

portfolio structured to mirror the demands of higher-level study or a role within creative design industries. In the initial stages of the course 

pupils gain and understanding of Formal Elements in art and explore a range artists and designers to inform their own first-hand drawing, 

photography and conceptual themes. Then focus then shifts to the formal Assessment Objectives (AO1, AO2, and AO3), Pupils design their own 

brief for their personal investigation informed by contextual references of their choice which then leads into producing a range of different 

experiments using a variety of media and techniques, then combining these and developing further within with the use of both hand generated 

and digital media. Pupils must critically review and refine their practical experimentation as the course progresses requiring a demonstration of 

critical understanding, the refinement of ideas through material exploration, and the insightful recording of observations. This creative journey 

culminates in a 15-hour mock exam, where pupils must combine their research and technical skills to produce a more refined outcome that fully 

resolves their initial intentions for their personal investigation in preparation for a more independent approach in year 13 . 



Year 12 Photography Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Topic Title 
Introduction to 

the course 

-Exploration of 

the Formal 

Elements and 

Composition 

rules and use of 

techniques and 

media  in 

photography. 

Component 1 

 

Component 1 Component 1 Component 1 Component 1 

Key areas of focus 
Pupils engage in 

a series of 

practical and 

thematic 

research skills to 

enable them to 

approach their 

component 1 

personal 

investigation; 

AO1 - Develop 

ideas through 

sustained and 

focused 

investigations 

 

Pupils explore and 

investigate and 

analyse relevant 

art, craft, design, 

and media, 

exploring 

historical and 

contemporary 

contexts to 

inform 

component 1 

personal 

investigation and 

present their own 

brief 

AO3 - Record 

observations and 

ideas in written 

and visual form 

 

Observational 

drawing skills 

development, 

sketches, and 

visual records of 

experiences and 

research. 

Mapping of 

thoughts and 

ideas. 

AO2 - Explore and 

experiment with 

materials, 

processes, and 

techniques 

 

Exploration of a 

wide range of 

appropriate 

media, materials, 

and technologies 

informed by 

contextual 

sources. 

Experiment with 

different 

approaches, 

including digital 

and non-digital. 

AO2 – Refined 

exploration and 

experiments with 

materials, 

processes, and 

techniques 

 

AO1- making 

further 

connections with 

artistic sources 

developing a 

more focussed 

approach.   

 

More refined use 

of a wide range of 

appropriate 

media, materials, 

and technologies. 

Informed by 

AO2 –  further refinement,  

exploration and experiments with 

materials, processes, and 

techniques 

AO1- making further connections 

with artistic sources to inform the 

development of more focussed 

practical outcomes 

Further refinement of a wide range 

of appropriate media, materials, 

and technologies and a more 

focussed, sustained way informed 

by contextual sources. 



contextual 

sources. 

Subject specific 

knowledge 

Formal Elements of art and design, Descriptive and evaluative language as appropriate, Key technical language as appropriate. 

Composition,  Use of studio lighting techniques and processes, Use of Photoshop and Pixlr Xpress,  Research skills  layout and presentation 

methods  

Assessment (formative 

and summative 

Formative  

Introduction to 

Formal elements 

initial 

composition 

experiments 

Formative  

Component 1 

initial personal 

investigation 

portfolio  

Summative marks 

to date 

Formative  

Component 1 

personal 

investigation 

portfolio to date 

Formative  

Component 1 

initial personal 

investigation 

portfolio  

Summative marks 

to date 

Formative  

Component 1 

personal 

investigation 

portfolio to date 

Formative  

Component 1 initial personal 

investigation portfolio  

Summative marks to date 

Interdisciplinary learning 
Graphics : Drawing skills, presentation techniques, rendering skills, looking at the work of others, communication of design ideas 

History: Art & Design movements through time periods, current affairs 

English - evaluative and analysis skills and the use of key terminology 

IT – use of software applications to manage imagery and information in files, organisation of work 

Progression of learning The Year 12 Photography curriculum is a strategic transition from foundational skill-building to more independent practice and building a 

portfolio structured to mirror the demands of higher level study or a role within media and creative design industries. In the initial stages 

of the course pupils gain and understanding of Formal Elements and Rules  in photography, are introduced to technical skills and use of 

studio lighting and explore a range artists and designers to inform their own first-hand drawing, photography and conceptual themes. Then 

focus then shifts to the formal Assessment Objectives (AO1, AO2, and AO3), Pupils design their own brief for their personal investigation 

informed by contextual references of their choice which then leads into producing a range of different experiments using a variety of 

media and techniques, then combining these and developing further within with the use of both hand generated and digital media. Pupils 

must critically review and refine their practical experimentation as the course progresses requiring a demonstration of critical 

understanding, the refinement of ideas through photographic, material and digital techniques and exploration, and the insightful recording 

of observations. This creative journey culminates in a 15-hour mock exam, where pupils must combine their research and technical skills to 

produce a more refined, professional outcome that fully resolves their initial intentions for their personal investigation in preparation for a 

more independent approach in year 13.  

Year 13 Fine Art  Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 



Topic Title 
Component 1 

personal 

investigation  

Component 1 

personal 

investigation 

Launch of AQA 

externally set 

task component 2 

 

  

Component 2 Component 2 

Final preparation 

for practical A 

Level 

examination 

 

Key areas of focus 
 

Refinement of 

practical work for 

personal 

investigation.   

 

Pupils work on 

refinement of 

ideas and more 

focussed 

subtheme work 

and carry out a 

series of further 

purposeful 

experimentation 

work in response 

to relevant 

thematic sources. 

Pupils embark 

upon evaluative 

process in 

written form  

AO1, AO2, AO3, 

AO4 

 

AO1 Develop 

ideas through 

focussed, 

conclusive 

Planning and 

development 

work  

AO4  Present a 

personal, 

informed 

response 

Organise, select, 

and communicate 

ideas, presenting 

a personal 

outcome 

 

Pupils develop 

composition 

plans, medium 

trials experiments 

in preparation for 

a 15 hour 

practical 

examination.  

 

AO1 – 

Component 2 - 

Thematic 

development 

AO3 – record 

ideas 

observations 

 

Pupils carry out 

own research in 

response to 

externally set 

stimulus materials 

and generate 

personal ideas  

At this stage, 

pupils embark 

upon initial 

observational 

work and 

recording ideas in 

visual form 

informed by the 

work of relevant  

AO1, A03 

 

AO2 - Explore and 

experiment with 

materials, 

processes, and 

techniques 

 

Exploration of a 

wide range of 

appropriate 

media, materials, 

and technologies 

informed by 

contextual 

sources. 

Experiment with 

different 

approaches, 

including digital 

and hand 

generated 

techniques. 

AO2 further 

refinement of 

imagery and 

experimentation 

with appropriate 

media 

photographic and 

digital editing 

techniques  

Informed by 

subtheme 

contextual 

research 

AO4: Personal 

Response. 

Present a 

personal, 

informed 

response realising 

intentions, 

making 

connections. 

(Focus: Final 

outcome planning 

and production.) 

 



 

 AO1, 

AO2,AO3,AO4 

Subject specific 

knowledge 

Formal Elements of art and design,  Descriptive and evaluative language as appropriate , Colour Theory, Composition, Contextual 

references, Use of techniques and media processes , Research skills and presentation methods 

Assessment (formative 

and summative 

Formative  

Component 1 

personal 

investigation 

portfolio to date 

Formative  

Component 1 

personal 

investigation 

portfolio to date 

Summative marks 

to date 

Summative marks 

to date 

Component 1 

only 

Formative 

Component 1 

personal 

investigation 

portfolio to date 

Component 2 

self-evaluation 

Summative marks 

to date 

Summative marks 

to date 

submission to 

exam board. 

 

Component 1 and 

Component 2 

 

Interdisciplinary learning 
Graphics : Drawing skills, presentation techniques, rendering skills, looking at the work of others, communication of design ideas 

History: Art & Design movements through time periods, current affairs 

English - evaluative and analysis skills and the use of key terminology 

IT – use of software applications to manage imagery and information in files, organisation of work 

Progression of learning Year 13 Fine Art marks the transition to professional-level independence. In Term 1, pupils conclude Component 1 by refining their 

technical mastery (AO2) and documenting higher -level creative thinking (AO3) to produce a sophisticated, personal final response (AO4). 

This shifts into Component 2 during Terms 2 and initial part of term 3, where pupils respond to an externally set exam brief. They must 

investigate complex sources (AO1), experiment with advanced media (AO2), and record their journey (AO3) to prepare for the 15-hour 

final exam. This requires pupils to review and utilise their entire skill set into a more refined outcome (AO4) that demonstrates complete 

control over visual language and an independent approach. The final component prepares pupils for the approach and provides pupils 

with a specialist  skill set to approach work with a high level of independence to pursue creative based courses at a higher level or indeed 

roles within the creative industries.   



 

Year 13 Photography Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Topic Title 
Component 1 Component 1  Launch of AQA 

externally set 

task component 2 

 

Component 2  Component 2 
 

Key areas of focus 
Refinement of 

practical work for 

personal 

investigation.   

AO1 Develop 

ideas through 

focussed, 

conclusive 

Planning and 

development 

work  

AO4  Present a 

personal, 

informed 

response 

Organise, select, 

and communicate 

ideas, presenting 

a personal 

outcome 

 

AO1 – 

Component 2 - 

Thematic 

development 

AO3 – record 

ideas 

observations  

AO2 - Explore and 

experiment with 

materials, studio 

and digital 

processes, and 

techniques 

 

Exploration of a 

wide range of 

appropriate 

media, materials, 

and technologies 

informed by 

contextual 

sources. 

Experiment with 

different 

approaches, 

including digital 

and non-digital. 

AO2 further 

refinement of 

imagery and 

experimentation 

with appropriate 

media 

photographic and 

digital editing 

techniques  

Informed by 

subtheme 

contextual 

research 

AO4: Personal 

Response. 

Present a 

personal, 

informed 

response realising 

intentions, 

making 

connections. 

(Focus: Final 

outcome planning 

and production.) 

 



 

 

Subject specific 

knowledge 

Formal Elements of art and design, Descriptive and evaluative language as appropriate, Key technical language as appropriate., 

Composition, Use of studio lighting techniques and processes , Use of more complex editing tools in Photoshop and Pixlr Xpress 

Research skills  layout and presentation methods 

Assessment (formative 

and summative 

Formative  

Component 1 

personal 

investigation 

portfolio to date 

Formative  

Component 1 

personal 

investigation 

portfolio to date 

Summative marks 

to date 

Summative marks 

to date 

Component 1 

only 

Formative  

Component 1 

personal 

investigation 

portfolio to date 

Component 2 

self-evaluation 

Summative marks 

to date 

Summative marks 

to date 

submission to 

exam board. 

 

Component 1 and 

Component 2 

 

Interdisciplinary 

learning 

Graphics : Drawing skills, presentation techniques, rendering skills, looking at the work of others, communication of design ideas 

History: Art & Design movements through time periods, current affairs 

English - evaluative and analysis skills and the use of key terminology 

IT – use of software applications to manage imagery and information in files, organisation of work 

Media:  analysing existing imagery 

Progression of learning Year 13 Photography marks the transition to professional-level independence. In Term 1, pupils conclude Component 1 by refining their 

technical mastery (AO2) and documenting higher -level creative thinking (AO3) to produce a sophisticated, personal final response 

(AO4). This shifts into Component 2 during Terms 2 and initial part of term 3, where pupils respond to an externally set exam brief. They 

must investigate complex sources (AO1), experiment with advanced media (AO2), and record their journey (AO3) to prepare for the 

15-hour final exam. This requires pupils to review and utilise their entire skill set into a more refined outcome (AO4) that demonstrates 

complete control over visual language and an independent approach. The final component prepares pupils for the approach and 

provides pupils with a specialist skill set to approach work with a high level of independence to pursue creative based courses at a 

higher level or indeed roles within the creative industries.   


