
 

KS2   Topic 1 Topic  2 Topic 3 Topic 4 Topic 5 

Pre-1066 
studies 
ranging from 
the Stone 
Age, Roman 
Britain to 
Anglo-Saxon 
Britain. 

Develop a 
chronological
ly secure 
knowledge 
and 
understandin
g of British, 
local and 
world history. 

Address 
questions 
about 
change, 
cause, 
similarity and 
difference, 
and 
significance 

 

Topic Title What is History? 

 

What was Britain like 
before 1066? 

Why did the Normans 
conquer England in 
1066? 

What was it like to 
live in Medieval 
Britain?  

How was the Tudor 
dynasty established? 

Key areas of 
focus 

Chronology and the 
use of timelines. 

Using evidence to 
make inferences. 

 

Study of pre-1066 
Britain to discover 
patterns of migration. 

Why England was 
invaded in 1066. 

Why the Normans 
won the Battle of 
Hastings and how 
they consolidated 
their rule. 

The relationship 
between Church and 
State and the role of 
religion in everyday 
life. 

Power struggles 
during the Medieval 
period: Scottish 
resistance, Magna 
Carta and the 
Peasants’ Revolt. 

The circumstances 
that brought the 
Tudors to the throne. 

The significance and 
impact of the Break 
from Rome and the 
English Reformation. 

Subject 
specific 
knowledge 

Key terminology to 
describe periods of 
History e.g. ancient, 
medieval, 
early-modern. 

How to create a 
timeline. 

Placing dates in 
centuries. 

Development of the 
Roman Empire and 
the role of the Roman 
Army. 

Multiculturalism in 
Roman Britain. 

Reasons why the 
Romans left Britain. 

The succession crisis 
of 1066 and claimants 
to the throne. 

The Viking invasion in 
September 1066 and 
the battles of Fulford 
and Stamford Bridge. 

The Norman invasion, 
the Battle of Hastings 
and reasons for Duke 
William’s victory. 

The role of religion 
and the Church in 
everyday life e.g. 
pilgrimages, doom 
paintings. 

Reasons behind the 
struggle between 
Henry II and Thomas 
Becket. 

Everyday life in 
Medieval towns and 

Methods used by 
Henry VII to 
consolidate his reign 
e.g. finance, foreign 
policy, dealing with 
rebellion. 

Reasons for and 
consequences of 
Henry VIII’s Break 
from Rome. 



Significant 
developments in the 
History of Blackpool 
and our school. 

Difference between 
primary and 
secondary sources 
and how to make 
inferences from 
sources. 

Viking invasions and 
the creation of 
Danelaw. 

The spread of 
Christianity in 
Anglo-Saxon Britain. 

 

William’s 
consolidation of 
power including the 
building of castles, 
the Feudal System 
and the Domesday 
survey. 

villages e.g. the 
importance of 
farming, occupations 
in towns and 
examples of Medieval 
leisure and pastimes. 

Reasons why there 
was conflict between 
England and 
Scotland, the Barons 
and King John and 
the Peasants and the 
crown. 

 

Religious change and 
persecution during 
the reigns of Edward 
VI and Mary I. 

Assessment 
(formative 
and 
summative 

Formative: inference 
from a source. 

Summative 1: 
Chronology, 
centuries, source 
inference. 

Formative: Explain 
one reason why the 
Romans left Britain. 

Formative: Explain 
why William Duke of 
Normandy won the 
Battle of Hastings. 

Summative 2: focus 
on key terminology, 
chronology, source 
inference and writing 
a detailed 
explanation. 

Formative: Who was 
most to blame for the 
death of Thomas 
Becket?   

Summative 3: focus 
on key terminology, 
chronology, source 
inference and writing 
a for / against 
judgement. 

 

Formative: source 
work on Dissolution of 
the Monasteries.  
How far can we rely 
on the monastery 
reports? 

Interdisciplina
ry learning 

Numeracy: 
chronology and 
centuries. 

Literacy: written 
explanation to 
develop extended 
writing skills. 

Literacy: written 
explanation to 
develop extended 
writing skills. 

Art: work on medieval 
Doom Paintings. 

RE: the role of the 
Medieval Church. 

  



 Year 8 Curriculum Journey 

  Topic 1 Topic  2 Topic 3 Topic 4 Topic 5 Topic 6 

Topic Title Why was the reign of 
Elizabeth I seen as a 
Golden Age? 

Why was there 
turmoil and war 
during the reigns of 
James I and Charles 
I? 

How and why did 
Britain become an 
Empire?  

Why did slavery 
exist in the 
Americas?  

 How did the 
American Civil War 
change the lives of 
African Americans?  

 What did the Civil 
Rights campaigns 
achieve?  

Key areas 
of focus 

 Changing of 
religion, Early 
empire, War and 
conflict both internal 
and external, social 
changes 

Conflict between the 
state and people 

Role of the 
monarchy 

The development of 
the British Empire 
and its decline. 

Trans-Atlantic slave 
trade.  

The displacement of 
Africans across the 
world.  

Slavery as a cause 
of the American Civil 
War. 

Position of 
African-Americans 

 American Civil 
Rights movement. 
Change and 
continuity in the lives 
of 
African-Americans.  

Geography: local 
study on Blackpool. 

Geography: extent of 
the Roman Empire. 

RE: role of Augustine 
and the spread of 
Christianity. 

Geography: location 
of the claimants to the 
throne. 

 

Geography: Crusades 
to the Holy Land. 

P.E: comparisons 
between modern day 
and medieval sports. 

Progression 
of learning 

Basic key historical 
skills of chronology 
and making 
inferences from 
sources are 
established ready for 
further development  

Continued use of 
chronology and 
timelines. 

Extended writing 
skills - how to write a 
fully explained 
paragraph.  To be 
built on throughout Y7 
and KS3.  

Extended writing 
skills - students build 
upon skills developed 
in previous unit by 
writing a number of 
fully explained 
paragraphs. 

Continue to build 
writing skills by 
introducing 
judgement to 
explanations.  This 
will be further 
developed in Year 8 
and beyond. 

 

Continue to build 
upon source skills by 
encouraging students 
to scrutinise and test 
reliability and utility of 
sources.  This will be 
further developed in 
Year 8 and beyond. 

 



English civil war, 
religion and 
oppression 

Role of the Empire in 
trade and economic 
growth. 

Was the British 
Empire a force for 
good? 

 

The conditions 
endured by 
African-American 
slaves.  

Reasons for 
abolition. 

after the Civil War 
e.g. segregation, 
racism and violence. 

Subject 
specific 
knowledge 

 Role of MQS in 
affecting internal 
stability 

Middle way and 
religion 

Changes in Social 
Dynamics 

Challenges to royal 
authority such as the 
Gunpowder Plot and 
resistance from 
Parliament. 

Causes of the 
English Civil War 
including religious, 
economic and 
political factors. 

The fighting of the 
English Civil War 
and the trial and 
execution of Charles 
I. 

Causes of the 17th 
Century witch craze 
and persecution. 

City planning and 
Great fire of London. 

Understanding of 
key terms such as 
Empire, Colonialism 
and Imperialism. 

Reasons for the 
growth of the British 
Empire and reasons 
for its decline. 

Differing attitudes 
towards the Empire 
from the colonising 
powers and the 
colonised peoples. 

Atrocities associated 
with the Empire - the 
Amritsar Massacre. 

Triangular trade 
routes.  

Conditions on the 
Middle Passage.  

Conditions for slaves 
in the Americas.  

Slave resistance and 
opposition.  

The work of the 
abolitionists such as 
William Wilberforce 
and Oladah 
Equiano. 

Legislation ending 
the trans-Atlantic 
Slave Trade and 
slavery in the British 
Empire. 

Causes of the 
American Civil War 
and the role played 
by 
African-Americans in 
this war. 

The significance of 
the 13th Amendment 
compared to the 
reality for 
African-Americans 
e.g. segregation, 
racism and violence. 

 Specific case 
studies in the Civil 
Rights Movement.  

Specific activists 
who led the 
movement.  

Key chronology of 
the movement 
including the Civil 
Rights Act itself.  



Assessmen
t (formative 
and 
summative 

 Formative 
assessment on the 
Spanish Armada  

 

Summative 
Assessment 1: 
Elizabethan England  

Formative - Why 
was Charles Ist 
Executed? 

Formative: how far 
was the British 
Empire a force for 
good? 

Summative 
Assessment 2: 
Tudors and Stuarts 

 Formative: Explain 
how the Triangular 
Trade worked. 

 

  Formative 
Assessment on the 
contribution of Martin 
Luther King jr.  

Interdiscipli
nary 
learning 

 Geography - 
Exploration of new 
lands 

Art: Power in display 
- acts of authority 

RE: Changing 
attitudes towards 
Christianity 
(Protestatism vs 
Catholicism) 

R.E: the role of 
religious factors in 
the cause of civil war 
and the witch craze. 

Literacy: written 
explanation. 

Geography: study of 
areas held by 
Cavaliers and 
Roundheads during 
the Civil War. 

 

Geography- use of 
maps to show the 
spread and extent of 
the British Empire. 

RE: Different 
religious customs 
(Sikhism) 

Geography- use of 
maps to show the 
continents involved 
in the slave trade. 

Art- contemporary 
depictions of slavery. 

Geography- Different 
developments 
across the US 

RE- Christian values 
of non-violence and 
standing up for 
injustice 

 Geography- 
Different 
developments 
across the US 

RE- Christian values 
of non-violence and 
standing up for 
injustice 

Progressio
n of 
learning 

 Links Y7 and Y8 
learning together. 
Comparison 
between Tudors 

 Links Topic 1 and 2: 
role of religion  

Links to Year 7 - 
Power and 
challenges to 
authority  

 Links to Y7 - Empire 

Links to topic 1 - 
Early British empire 

Links to Year 7 - 
Role of the church in 
expansion  

 Building off of the 
British Empire topic, 
and exploring how 
Britain prospered 
from slavery.  

 Building off of the 
British Empire and 
slavery sub-topic.  

 Links the last three 
topics together- 
exploring a 
chronology of 
Empire, slavery and 
then civil rights- 
tracks the journey of 
black people into the 
modern day.  



Year 9 Curriculum Journey 

  Topic 1 Topic 2 Topic 3 Topic 4 Topic 5 Summer 2 

Topic Title How did 
Industrialisation 
affect Britain and its 
people? 

What were the 
causes and 
consequences of 
the First World War 
for Britain and 
Europe? 

Why did Russia 
have a revolution in 
1917? 

Why did the USA go 
from boom to bust? 

How and why did 
Germany become a 
dictatorship? 

What were the key 
turning points of the 
Second World War? 

Key areas of 
focus 

The shift from 
Domestic System to 
Factory System and 
the impact this had 
on working and 
living conditions. 

Struggles to extend 
the Franchise. 

What can the Titanic 
disaster reveal 
about society by the 
early 20th century? 

Reasons why there 
was rivalry among 
European nations in 
the years before the 
First World War? 

Key turning points 
during the First 
World War. 

The problems with 
peacemaking at the 
end of the First 
World War. 

Key features of 
democracies and 
dictatorship / 
totalitarian states. 

Key features of 
Tsarist Russia and 
causes of the 
Russian Revolution. 

Stalinist policies in 
the USSR. 

 

 

The economic boom 
in the 1920s and the 
associated political 
and social 
developments. 

Characteristics of 
the Great 
Depression of the 
1930s. 

Roosevelt’s New 
Deal policies to 
combat the Great 
Depression. 

The challenges 
facing the Weimar 
Republic. 

Reasons behind the 
popularity of the 
Nazis. 

Impact of the Nazi 
dictatorship on life in 
Germany. 

  

The key causes of 
the Second World 
War and how they 
link to the settlement 
after WWI. 

The fighting fronts in 
different parts of 
Europe and the 
world. 

Subject 
specific 
knowledge 

Key developments 
during the Industrial 
Revolution e.g. 
population growth, 
transport, industrial 
development. 

The main causes of 
the First World War - 
militarism, alliances, 
imperialism, 
nationalism. 

Comparison of the 
key features of 
democracies and 
dictatorships such 
as electoral rights, 
freedom of speech 
and censorship. 

Causes of the US 
economic boom: 
America’s role in 
WWI, Republican 
presidents and their 
policies, the motor 

Problems facing 
Germany at the end 
of WWI and the 
creation of the 
Weimar 
Government. 

The causes of the 
Second World War 
and how some of 
these causes link to 
the unsatisfactory 
peace settlement of 
the First World War 



The impact of 
urbanisation on 
living conditions.  
The development of 
inner-city slums and 
associated 
problems. 

Campaigns to 
extend the vote: 
Peterloo, the 
Chartists and the 
Female Suffrage 
movement. 

Studies of the 
Titanic and Grenfell 
Tower disasters and 
what they reveal 
about society’s 
attitudes towards 
‘class’. 

The consequences 
of the assassination 
of Archduke Franz 
Ferdinand. 

Reasons for the 
development of 
stalemate and the 
key features of 
trench warfare. 

The reasons for and 
outcomes of the 
Battle of the 
Somme. 

Contemporary and 
modern attitudes 
towards 
conscientious 
objectors. 

The terms of the 
Treaty of Versailles 
and the study of 
source material to 
gauge the German 
reaction.   

 

The rule of the 
Romanovs in Russia 
and standards of 
living among the 
peasantry and 
working class.   

Reasons for the 
Tsar’s unpopularity: 
Bloody Sunday, the 
influence of 
Rasputin and the 
First World War. 

The Bolshevik 
Revolution and the 
transference of 
power from Lenin to 
Stalin. 

 

 

industry and 
assembly lines. 

Social change 
during the economic 
boom: ‘flappers’, 
popularity of cinema 
and jazz. 

Groups and 
industries that didn’t 
benefit from the 
boom: African 
Americans, 
immigrants, textile 
industry, older 
industries. 

Causes and impact 
of the Great 
Depression: Wall 
Street Crash, 
Hoovervilles and 
Hobos. 

Roosevelt’s New 
Deal: effectiveness 
of the Alphabet 
Agencies  

Challenges facing 
the Weimar 
Government: 
rebellion, 
occupation, 
hyperinflation. 

The appeal of the 
Nazis: Hitler’s 
leadership, 
propaganda, impact 
of the Great 
Depression. 

The Nazi Police 
State: SS, Gestapo, 
legal system. 

Nazi policies 
towards women and 
youth. 

Nazi persecution of 
minorities leading to 
the Holocaust. 

e.g. Treaty of 
Versailles, rise of 
Hitler in Germany. 

Defining moments 
for Britain and the 
British people during 
the Second World 
War e.g. the Dunkirk 
evacuation, the 
Battle of Britain, the 
Home Front. 

Theatres of war 
around the globe 
e.g. reasons for US 
and USSR’s entry to 
the war. Japan and 
the dropping of the 
atomic bombs. 

Assessment 
(formative 
and 
summative 

Formative: explain 
how conditions in 
Whitechapel in 1888 
helped Jack the 

Formative: the 
assassination of 
Franz Ferdinad was 
the main cause of 

Formative: how do 
interpretations of 
Stalin differ? 

Formative: how do 
the interpretations 
differ about women 
in 1920s America? 

Formative: how 
useful is the source 
for an enquiry into 

Formative: how do 
the interpretations 
on the Dunkirk 



Ripper get away 
with murder. 

Summative: key 
terminology, 
chronology, source 
inference, writing an 
explanation and 
writing a judgement. 

the First World War.  
How far do you 
agree? 

 

Summative: key 
terminology, 
chronology, 
historical 
interpretation and 
judgement. 

Nazi policies 
towards women? 

Summative: key 
terminology, 
chronology, 
historical 
interpretation and 
judgement. 

evacuation differ?  
Why do they differ? 

 

Interdisciplin
ary learning 

Technology: 
inventions and 
technological 
change during the 
Industrial 
Revolution. 

Citizenship: 
development of 
democracy through 
the extension of the 
franchise. Women' s 
rights. 

  

Geography: study of 
the European 
nations and 
empires.  Movement 
of armies during the 
war. 

Citizenship: 
conscientious 
objectors, 

Technology: 
weapons and 
weapon 
development during 
the war. 

  

Citizenship: 
awareness of rights 
such as voting and 
freedom of speech 
under different forms 
of government. 

Citizenship: 
developing rights of 
women. Capitalism. 
American politics. 

Maths: rising and 
falling value of 
stocks and shares. 

Geography: map of 
USA 

Citizenship: 
prejudice and 
racism, differing 
political and 
governmental 
systems. 

Maths: 
hyperinflation. 

 

 

Technology: the 
development of 
weapons of war e.g. 
aerial bombing, 
atomic weapons. 

Geography: use of 
maps to show the 
movement of 
military forces in 
Europe and the 
different theatres of 
war. 

  

Progression 
of learning 

Further 
opportunities to 
build on the skill of 
weighing arguments 
and arriving at a 
judgement.  

Learning how 
historical events 
have been 
interpreted 
differently by 
historians.  This is 

Continuing to build 
upon skills of how 
historical events and 
people have been 
interpreted 
differently. 

Continuing to form 
structured writing 
and compare how 
historical events and 
people have been 

Continuing to 
access opportunities 
to build upon 
extended writing 
skills, analysing and 
evaluating the utility 

Building on skills of 
handling sources 
and interpretations: 
Using interpretations 
and sources 
together to explain 



an important 
foundation for those 
continuing into 
GCSE. 

Continuing to build 
upon the skill of 
testing the utility of a 
source against 
provenance and 
contextual 
knowledge. 

interpreted 
differently. 

of a source and 
identifying different 
historical 
interpretations. 

why historical 
events and people 
have been 
interpreted 
differently. 

 

Year 10 Curriculum Journey 

  Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1  

Topic Title   

 Edexcel-  Anglo-Saxon and Norman 
England 1060-1088 

  

Edexcel- Superpower relations and the 
Cold War 1941-1991 

  

 Edexcel- Crime and Punishment C.1000- 
Present 

Key areas of 
focus 

Anglo-Saxon society, Law and order, 
influence of the church, the establishment 
of earldoms, and the governance of 
England.  

  

Relations between the USSR and the USA 
navigating proxy wars throughout the Cold 
War.  

A study of how the following factors have 
changed over time:   Crime, punishment, 
societal changes and methods of law 
enforcement.  

  

Subject 
specific 
knowledge 

Chronology of the Norman Conquest of 
England and the establishment of Norman 
control.  

End of WWII conferences of the Grand 
Alliance. 

Crime and punishment in the following 
years:  



 

Norman government: The Feudal System, 
Domesday, changes to land ownership, law 
and order. 

Features of the Norman aristocracy.  
William I and his sons, William’s death and 
succession. 

 

  

Soviet expansion and the creation of the 
Satellite states. 

US containment: Truman Doctrine and the 
Marshall Plan.  Creation of NATO and the 
Warsaw Pact. 

Causes, events and consequences of the: 
Hungarian Uprising, Berlin Crises, Prague 
Spring. 

Reasons for Detente and reasons for the 
end of Detente.  

End of Cold War and the role of 
Gorbachev's ‘New Thinking’. 

  

1000-1500- Changes to society, The role of 
the Church, methods of law enforcement.  

1500-1700- Changes to society, 
development of law enforcement and the 
declining nature of church influence, 
including changing attitudes of society and 
the government.  

1700-1900- Industrialisation of Britain, how 
increasing population and changing 
attitudes affects perceptions of crime.  

 

Assessment 
(formative 
and 
summative) 

Formative- 

Describe one feature of… 

Explain why…  

How far do you agree…  

Summative: assessment covering all 
question types 

  

Formative- 

Explain one consequence of… 

Write a narrative account analysing… 

Explain the importance of …… 

Summative: assessment covering all 
question types from Edexcel paper 2. 

Formative-  

Explain why………………… 

Similarity / difference question 

Judgement ‘how far do you agree’?  

Summative: Year 10 Mock exam practicing 
all question types.  

  

Interdisciplin
ary learning 

 R.E: Medieval church study.  

Art - Medieval art and architecture 

 Geography: map work to show the location 
of different Cold War crises. 

  

Geography- Charles Booths’ poverty map.  

Art- analysis of contemporary cartoon 
source depictions of Whitechapel.  



Geography: map work to outline key battles 
during 1066 and locations of castles and 
rebellions. 

  

  

Progression 
of learning 

Initially, students use teacher-led 
scaffolding and modelling to practice 
answering the different styles of questions 
for the British Depth study.  Over the term, 
elements of scaffolding are removed to 
allow students greater independence in 
answering the exam style questions. 

Initially, students use teacher-led 
scaffolding and modelling to practice 
answering the different styles of questions 
for the Period Study on the Cold War.  Over 
the term, elements of scaffolding are 
removed to allow students greater 
independence in answering the exam style 
questions. 

Students have the opportunity to build upon 
skills of answering judgement questions 
from KS3 and the previous GCSE topic.  

 

Year 11 Curriculum Journey 

  Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Topic Title Edexcel- Crime and Punishment continued. 

  

Edexcel - Weimar and Nazi Germany Revision and 
re-teach 

  

Key areas of 
focus 

A study of how the following factors have 
changed over time:   Crime, punishment, 
societal changes and methods of law 
enforcement.  

Historic environment:  Whitechapel, 
c1870-c1900; crime policing and the 
inner-city. 

The origins of the Weimar Republic. Early 
challenges and recovery. 

Early development of the Nazi Party and 
growth of support. 

Reasons for Hitler’s appointment of 
Chancellor in 1933. 

Revision of content 
and answering each 
type of exam 
question. 

  



Germany’s transition into dictatorship. 

The Nazi Police State and impact on the 
lives of the German people. 

Persecution of minorities and opposition 
towards the regime. 

Subject 
specific 
knowledge 

Reasons for the end of the ‘Bloody Code’.  
The role of Robert Peel and prison 
reformers in the development of prisons 
and the police. 

1900-Present- the evolution of modern 
police work, abolition of the death penalty 
and new definitions of crime due to the 
technological revolution e.g. cyber crime   

 

The socio-economic problems that plagued 
Whitechapel in the late 1800s including 
poverty rates, immigration tensions and 
working conditions. Everyday work of the 
police in H Division. The role of the police 
in investigating the ‘Jack the Ripper’ 
murders. 

Germany at the end of WW and the birth of 
the Weimar Republic. 

Challenges facing the Weimar Republic 
including: rebellion, the Treaty of Versailles, 
occupation of the Ruhr and hyperinflation. 

Recovery during the ‘Golden Years’: role of 
Stresemann, social and cultural 
developments. 

Development of the Nazi Party: Hitler’s 
role, the Munich Putsch and aftermath. 

Reasons for Hitler’s appointment as 
Chancellor: economic depression, the role 
of Hitler, party organisation and political 
scheming. 

  

Mock data is used to 
identify specific 
areas of the 
curriculum or skills 
that students require 
extra revision on. 

  

Assessment 
(formative 
and 
summative 

Formative: 16 mark 
judgement question 
on the development 
of the police or 
prisons. 

Formative: Source 
based questions 

How useful are 
sources A and B for 

Formative:  

How useful are 
sources A and B for 
an enquiry into 
………..? 

 Formative: 

Sources and 
interpretation 
questions. 

 Formative: regular 
practice questions 
from all papers. 

  



Summative: Year 11 
mock exam.  Cold 
War section of paper 
2. Section B of 
Crime and 
Punishment paper. 

an enquiry into 
…………? 

How could you 
follow up source B 
to find out more 
about……? 

Interpretation 
questions from 
paper 3. 

Summative: Year 11 
mock exam.  Full 
Crime and 
Punishment paper. 

Section B of Weimar 
and Nazi Germany 
paper. 

Interdisciplin
ary learning 

Citizenship: rule of 
law, role of the 
police. 

Maths: use of crime 
statistics and 
graphs. 

RE: exploration of 
moral questions 
surrounding the 
abolition of the 
death penalty. 

Literacy: extended 
writing for explain 
and judgement 
questions. 

Citizenship: role of 
the police. 

Literacy: extended 
writing to evaluate 
sources. 

Geography: use of 
Charles Booth’s 
map of London to 
investigate 
socio-economic 
diversity in 
Whitechapel. 

Citizenship: Weimar 
constitution. 

Art: developments in 
German art and 
architecture. 

Numeracy: analysis 
of election results.  

Citizenship - 
differences between 
democracy and 
dictatorship. 

R.E - response of 
the Protestant and 
Catholic Churches 
to Nazi policies. 

Art - Nazi influence 
on art and culture. 

    

Progression 
of learning 

Students continue to 
develop their skills 
of extended writing 

Students continue to 
use their contextual 
knowledge to 

Students continue to 
make inferences 
from sources and 

Students continue to 
make inferences 
from sources and 

   



in order to form a 
detailed explanation 
and judgement.  
They also build 
upon prior 
knowledge of how to 
evaluate the utility of 
sources. 

evaluate the utility of 
sources and begin 
to suggest 
appropriate sources 
for an historical 
enquiry. 

use their contextual 
knowledge to 
evaluate the utility of 
sources.  Students 
also build upon KS3 
skills in comparing 
historical 
interpretations.  
Teacher-led 
modelling and 
scaffolding is initially 
used as an aid to 
answering this style 
of question.  

use their contextual 
knowledge to 
evaluate the utility of 
sources.  Students 
also continue to 
build upon skills of 
handling different 
interpretations. 

 

 

Year 12 Curriculum Journey 

 

 

 

 

 

Topic Title 

 AQA A-Level  

Option 1G Britain in Transformation 1851 to 1964  

Option 2O Weimar and Nazi Germany 1918 to 1945 

Autumn 
 

Spring Summer 

Reform and 
Challenge, Britain 
c1851-1886 

The Establishment 
and early years of 
Weimar, 
1918–1928. 

 
Challenging the 
Status Quo, Britain 
1886 - 1914 

 
The collapse of 
democracy 1928 - 
1933 

The Great War and 
its impact, Britain 
1914-1924 

 
The collapse of 
democracy, 1928 - 
1933 



 

Key areas of 
focus 

Political, economic 
and social 
developments in 
Britain 1851-1886. 

 

The origins of the 
Weimar Republic 
and the early 
challenges it faced.   

The beginnings of 
economic and 
political stability and 
the ‘Golden Years’. 

Political, economic 
and social 
developments in 
Britain 1886 - 1914. 

 

The impact of the 
economic 
Depression 
economically, 
socially and 
politically. 

The challenges for 
Britain during WWI.  
How did the war 
affect Britain 
politically, 
economically and 
socially? 

The methods used 
by Hitler to 
consolidate power. 

Subject 
specific 
knowledge 

The political system: 
parliament and the 
workings of 
mid-nineteenth 
century democracy. 

Political 
developments under 
Gladstone and 
Disraeli. 

Economic 
developments: 
agriculture, trade 
and industry and 
economic 
ideologies. 

Society, social 
change and social 
policies. 

The impact of the 
First World War and 
the establishment of 
the Weimar 
constitution. 

The peace 
settlement and 
attitudes towards 
the German 
government. 

Economic and social 
issues such as 
hyperinflation. 

Political instability 
and extremism: 
uprisings on the left 
and right 

Economic 
developments: the 

Political 
developments: 
Conservative 
dominance and 
problems in the 
Liberal Party. 

Early development 
of the Labour Party. 

The ideology of New 
Liberalism. 

Economic 
developments: 
problems in British 
industry and 
agriculture. 

The development of 
trade unionism. 

The economic, 
social and political 
impact of the Great 
Depression. 

The appeal of 
Nazism and 
Communism. 

‘Backstairs intrigue’ 
(Hitler’s appointment 
as Chancellor). 

Nazi consolidation 
of power. 

The impact of war 
on British parties 
and politics: 
coalition 
government, the 
decline of the 
Liberals and the 
influence of Labour. 

Introduction to the 
assessment 
objectives of the 
NEA.  Begin content 
research on Tudor 
rebellions. 

Use of historical 
interpretations and 
primary sources.  
How these can be 
integrated into 
coursework. 

Political 
developments in 
Germany after 1933.  

Hitler’s consolidation 
of power: Reichstag 
Fire, Enabling Act, 
Night of the Long 
Knives, use of the 
police, death of 
Hindenburg. 

 



The condition of 
Ireland and 
Anglo-Irish relations: 
land agitation and 
the growth of Home 
Rule. 

Dawes Plan and 
Young Plan. 

Social 
developments: living 
standards and 
lifestyles. 

Political 
developments and 
the workings of 
democracy. 

Germany’s 
international 
position. 

Social change: the 
issue of female 
emancipation,  

growth of the urban 
population and the 
introduction of 
welfare reforms. 

The Home Rule 
movement and 
opposition to the 
Home Rule bills 

 

Assessment 
(formative 
and 
summative 

Formative - 
Interpretation 
questions based on 
political and 
economic 
developments in 
Britain (AO3) 

Essay planning and 
full answers to 
essay questions 
(AO1) 

Summative - essay 
question (AO1) 

  

  

Formative- Source 
analysis questions 
on Weimar 
Germany, which 
focus on the value 
of a source (AO2).  

Essay planning and 
full answers to 
essay questions 
(AO1) 

Summative - essay 
question (AO1) 

Formative - 
Interpretation 
questions based on 
political 
developments in 
Britain (AO3) 

Essay on Victorian 
ideologies of 
‘self-help’ and 
laissez-faire (AO1) 

Summative 
assessment - 
interpretation 
question (AO3) 

Formative- Source 
analysis questions 
on the impact of the 
Depression, which 
focus on the value 
of a source (AO2).  
 
Essay question on 
Germany after 1929 
(AO1) 
 
Summative - source 
based question 
(AO2) 

Formative - 
Interpretation 
questions based on 
challenges facing 
the Liberal Party 
(AO3) 

Essay on social 
developments of 
Anglo-Irish relations 
(AO1) 

Summative - Y12 
mock exam. Paper 
1G. Interpretation 
question and essay 
question (AO1 and 
AO3). 
 

Formative- Source 
analysis questions 
on Hitler’s 
consolidation, which 
focus on the value 
of a source (AO2).  
 
Essay question on 
Germany after 1929 
(AO1) 

Summative - Y12 
mock exam. Paper 
2O. Source based 
question and essay 
question (AO1 and 
AO2). 



  

  

Interdisciplin
ary learning 

Citizenship - British 
electoral system in 
1851 and extension 
of the franchise.  

Technology - the 
Great Exhibition.  
Developments in 
farming. 

 

  

  

  

  

  

Geography- Maps to 
show changing 
borders in Europe/ 
Germany/ German 
states. 

Art-  Propaganda 
sources/ analysis of 
meaning. 

 Politics- studying 
the Weimar 
Constitution and 
political 
developments. 

 
Politics - political 
ideologies during 
the Victorian era. 
Development of the 
Labour Party. 
 
Citizenship - 
campaigns for 
female 
emancipation.   
 
 
 
 

 
Politics - threats to 
democracy.  
Weaknesses of the 
Weimar 
Constitution. 
 
Maths - study of 
election result 
statistics. 

 
Geography - maps 
used to show the 
location of Ulster 
and demographic 
features of Ireland. 
 
Maths - study of 
election result 
statistics. 
 
Geography - map of 
Europe in the 15th 
century to show the 
major monarchies of 
Europe. 

 
Politics - destruction 
of democracy in 
Germany. 
 
 

Progression 
of learning 

Building on Yr9, and GCSE knowledge of 
Weimar and Nazi Germany.  

Students begin to structure A-Level style 
answers.  Teacher-led modelling used to 
demonstrate how to answer the different 
types of questions that reflect the three 
assessment objectives.  Students will begin 
with AS level sources and interpretations. 

As students have already completed a 
term’s worth of content, they can begin to 
make synoptic links between the different 
areas of study e.g. political, social, 
economic, foreign policy etc. 

Continue to build on the skills needed to 
address the three assessment objectives. 

Students will have completed part 1 of the 
curriculum for both topics so can continue 
to make synoptic links and deploy this in 
their extended writing.   

Students will continue to practice A Level 
standard exam questions, culminating in 
their end of year mock exam. 



Building a chronology of key events in 
Britain and Germany. 

Students will move from AS Level 
questions to A Level standard. 

Students begin independent research for 
their NEA.  

  

 

Year 13 Curriculum Journey 

AQA A-Level  

Option 1G Britain in Transformation 1851 to 1964  

Option 2O Weimar and Nazi Germany 1918 to 1945 

 

  Autumn Spring Summer  

Topic Title The Great War and 
its impact, 
1924-1939 

 
The Nazi 
dictatorship, 
Germany 1933 - 
1939 

 
Transformation and 
change, 1939 - 1964 

 
The Racial State, 
Germany 1933 - 
1941 

 
Transformation and 
change, 1939 - 1964 
 

 

Key areas of 
focus 

Key social, political 
and economic 
developments of the 
inter-war period. 

Hitler’s transition of 
Germany from 
democracy to 
dictatorship   

Workings of the Nazi 
Terror state 

Key social, political 
and economic 
developments in 
post-WWII Britain. 

Anti-Semitism and 
the War economy 

 Morale in the War 

The Final solution 

Developments in 
Anglo-Irish relations 
after WWII. 

Submission of NEA 
to exam board. 

  



Opposition and 
resistance 

Subject 
specific 
knowledge 

Political 
developments in the 
interwar period: 
electoral reform, the 
abdication crisis and 
the development of 
radical political 
movements. 

Economic 
developments: the 
role of DORA, the 
General Strike and 
the Great 
Depression. 

Social 
developments: the 
changing role of 
women, condition of 
the working classes 
and the growth of 
the media. 

Legislation and 
reforms in housing, 
education and 
welfare. 

The Easter Rising, 
the Anglo-Irish War, 

The Nazi ‘Terror 
State’. The police, 
SS, Gestapo and 
the courts. 

Economic policies 
and economic 
recovery. 

Nazi social policies: 
young people, 
women, workers 
and churches 

The impact of the 
Second World War 
on British politics. 

Political 
developments up to 
1964: conservative 
dominance after 
1951, political 
consensus and 
divisions within the 
Labour Party. 

Economic 
developments: post 
war boom, balance 
of payments issues, 
‘stop-go’ policies 
and new 
technologies. 

Social changes and 
the development of 
social policy: the 
Beveridge Report, 
creation of the 
Welfare State, 
changing position of 
women and youth, 
immigration and 
racial tensions. 

Nazi racial ideology, 
policies towards the 
mentally ill, 
homosexuals, the 
Roma and Sinti. 

Policies and actions 
towards the Jews: 
boycott of Jewish 
shops and the 
Nuremberg Laws. 

Treatment of Jews 
in the early years of 
the war.  

Rationing, 
propaganda and 
morale during the 
war. 

The wartime 
economy, impact of 
bombing and 
mobilisation of the 
labour force. 

 

North / south friction 
in Ireland and the 
beginnings of the 
civil rights 
movement. 

Revision of content 
and exam skills for 
both exam papers. 

Mock exam data will 
inform what content 
and skills are to be 
targeted for revision 
and re-teach. 

  



the Anglo-Irish 
Treaty and divided 
Ireland. 

Assessment 
(formative 
and 
summative 

Formative - 
Interpretation 
questions based on 
political and 
economic 
developments in 
Britain (AO3) 

Essay based on a 
topic from post WWI 
Britain (AO1) 

Summative - Nov 
mock exam.  
Interpretation 
question and essay 
question from 1G 
past paper (AO1 
and AO3) 

 

  

  

  

 
Formative - source 
based question on 
the Nazi Terror State 
(AO2). 
 
Essay question 
based on an aspect 
of Nazi policy (AO1). 
 
Summative - Nov 
mock exam source 
question and essay 
question from 2O 
past paper (AO1 
and AO2). 

 
Formative - 
Interpretation 
questions based on 
post WWII Britain 
(AO3). 
 
Essay question 
based on an aspect 
of post WWII Britain 
(AO1). 
 
Summative - 
January mock 
exam.  Full 1G 
paper.  
Interpretation 
question and 2 
essay questions 
(AO1 and AO3). 

 
Formative - source 
based question 
based on an aspect 
of Nazi racial policy 
or experience of 
WWII (AO2). 
 
Formative - essay 
question based on 
an aspect of Nazi 
racial policy or 
experience of WWII 
(AO1). 
 
Summative - 
January mock 
exam.  Full 2O 
paper.  Source 
based question and 
2 essay questions 
(AO1 and AO2). 

    

Interdisciplin
ary learning 

Politics - reasons for 
the decline of the 
Liberal Party. 

Geography- Nazi 
troop deployments 
by map 

Maths - 
government’s 
‘stop-go’ policies to 

 Art- Nazi 
propaganda film/ 
posters/ analysis 

Geography - map of 
Ireland to illustrate 
the north / south 
divisions and areas 

  



Maths - study of 
election result 
statistics. 

Citizenship - the 
changing roles of 
women in society. 

 Politics- key legal 
changes 

prevent excessive 
inflation. 

Citizenship - race 
relations following 
‘Windrush’.  

of Ulster where 
there were religious 
divisions. 

Progression 
of learning 

Students continue to research content for 
their NEA on Tudor rebellions, using only 
light teacher guidance.  

For the NEA, students build on their  skills 
of handling differing interpretations to dig 
deeper into the area of historiography, 
finding out why historians may have a 
certain view of the past. 

As they progress through the Y13 content, 
students continue to build synoptic links 
e.g.comparisons between Weimar and Nazi 
Germany, how changes in the economic 
climate can affect the fortunes of a 
particular political party. 

 
Students’ work on NEA will  

 

 


