
Curriculum Journey 

 

KS2   Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1  

What have they 
learned at KS2 
that we build on 
at KS3? 

Topic Title  Map Skills 

  

 Rocks and 
Glaciation 

 Cities  Resources 

  

Key areas 
of focus 

Developing key geographical map 
skills 

Developing locational knowledge 

  

To gain a deeper 
understanding of 
the formation and 
importance of 
rocks 

To develop an 
understanding of 
the formation of 
glacial features. 

 

To gain a deeper 
understanding for 
the reasons why 
more people are 
living in cities and 
the problems it can 

cause. 

To gain an understanding of the global 
distribution of resources and the 
impacts of the changing demand for 
resources. 

  

Subject 
specific 
knowledge 

To explain the difference between 
physical and human geography 

To identify and locate the countries 
within the UK and Great Britain. 

To name and locate the continents and 
oceans 

To be able to give and follow directions 
using the 8 Compass points 

To explain the 
formation of 
sedimentary, 
igneous and 
metamorphic rock 

 
To explain the 
difference 
between extrusive 
and intrusive rock 

To explain the 
historic reasons 
for the 
development of 
cities 
 
To explain how 
the industrial 
revolution lead to 
the development 
of cities such as 
Manchester 

To gain an understanding of food’s 

global connections. 

 
To evaluate the problems faced by our 
current methods of farming and 
consider future solutions. 
 
To develop an in-depth understanding 
of intensive farming and its impacts by 
looking at the examples of prawn 
farming and desertification. 



To be able to measure height on a map 
and describe the shape of the 
landscape using contour lines 

To be able to measure distance on a 
map using Scale 

To be able to locate and create 4 and 6 
figure grid references 

To identify a range of OS Map symbols 

  

To identify the 
different rocks 
types around the 
UK 
 
 
To evaluate the 
importance of 
rocks 
To assess how we 
can be more 
sustainable with 
rock use 
 
To explain the 
formation of 
glacial features 
such as Corries, 
Arretes and U 
shaped valleys. 
 
To explain how 
glaciation has 
impacted the Lake 
District. 

To explain 
patterns of 
urbanisation 
around the world 
 
To evaluate the 
advantages and 
disadvantages of 
living in urban 
areas in Rio 
 
To explain the 
reasons for the 
rise in Megacities 
and evaluate the 
problems facing 
their populations  
 
To define 
sustainability and 
explain how cities 
can become more 
sustainable. 

 

To understand how food is distributed 
globally. 

To explain the impacts of the 
overconsumption of resources. 

  

Assessmen
t (formative 
and 
summative 

 Baseline assessment upon arrival 

Mid point formative assessment:  Map 
skills 

Summative:  Assessment 1 

  

Formative 
assessment: The 
Lake District 
decision making. 

Summative 
assessment: 
Assessment 2 

Formative 
assessment: 
Angel Meadow 
slums. 

Summative 
assessment: 
Assessment 3 

Formative assessment:Organic farming 
extended answer. 

 

  

Interdiscipli
nary 
learning 

 Numeracy-Scale and grid references. Literacy:  
Extended writing 
on the impact of 

Numeracy:  
Population graph 
and analysis.  

  



tourism in the 
Lake District. Literacy:  

Extended writing 
on Angel Meadow 
Slums. 

Comprehension 
reading task on 
slums in 
Manchester. 

Progression 
of learning 

Links to KS2 knowledge of continents 
and oceans 

Basic map skills 

  

 Links to KS2 
knowledge of local 
area 

Builds on 
KS2understanding 
of physical 
landforms 

 Builds on KS2 
numeracy 

Builds on KS2 
knowledge of 
human geography 
on towns and 
cities. 

 Builds on KS2 knowledge of the 
distribution of the world’s resources. 

  

Year 8 Curriculum Journey  

  Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Topic Title  People vs Nature 

  

China  Biomes  Middle East  

  

Key areas of 
focus 

Tectonic theory 

Impacts and responses to tectonic hazards 

Weather hazards 

China’s physical 
features  

Population 
distribution 

Biomes  

Tropical rainforests 

Polar regions 

Hot deserts 

Physical features  

Inequality and development  

 Resource management  



Economic 
development 

Sustainability 

Subject specific 
knowledge 

Theory of plate tectonics, plate boundaries 

Types of volcanoes, impacts of volcanoes 
(Pompeii) 

Impacts and responses to earthquakes (San 
Francisco, Nepal) 

Extreme weather - tropical storms 

Extreme UK weather - heatwaves 

  

China’s relief and 
climate 

China’s population 
distribution​
One Child Policy 

China’s growth and 
development 
(economic reforms 
and manufacturing) 

Sustainability in 
China 
(hydroelectricity, 
endangered species) 

Characterists of 
earth’s biomes 

Tropical rainforest 
characteristics 

Causes and impacts 
of deforestation 

Characteristics of 
polar regions 

Tourism in Antarctica 

Hot desert 
characteristics 

Development in hot 
deserts (Dubai) 

Countries of the Middle East 

Middle East climates and relief  

Contrasting lifestyles/inequality in the 
Middle East 

Challenges of resource extraction (oil) 

  

Assessment 
(formative and 
summative 

 Formative: Pompeii 

Summative: Tectonic Hazards 

  

Formative: One 
Child Policy 

Summative: China  

 Formative: Tourism 
in Antarctica  

Summative: Biomes 
+ cumulative  

 Formative: Development in the UAE 

  

Interdisciplinary 
learning 

Literacy: descriptive writing (Pompeii 
formative) 

HICs/LICs - citizenship 

History - Political 
and economic 
reforms in China 

Numeracy: graph 
skills (climate 
graphs)  

 HICs/LICs - citizenship 

  



Heatwaves - climate change - stewardship  Politics - 
Communism/ 
democracy  

 Sustainability - 
stewardship 

Deforestation - 
stewardship 

Progression of 
learning 

Links to work in Year 7 on rock types/the 
rock cycle  

Revisit idea of social, economic, 
environmental impacts  

 Links to work on 
population 
distribution in Year 7 
Cities topic 

Revisit idea of 
impacts covered in 
People vs Nature 

 Developing knowledge of development in 
the Middle East (Dubai covered in Biomes) 

Year 9 curriculum journey 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Topic Title Hydrology Development Action Now Continents Where do we live? 

Key areas of 
focus 

Processes found in a 
river, Water cycle, 
drainage basin, 
erosional and 
depositional 
landforms, river 
management, 
examples of river 
flooding 

 Key terms of 
development, 
development 
indicators, causes of 
uneven 
development,  

 Evidence of climate change, causes of 
climate change, impacts of climate change, 
mitigation and adaptation.  

  

 Examining the 7 
continents of the 
world. Looking at 
social, economic, 
political and 
environmental 
aspects of each 
continent 

Learning about our 
local area. The 
physical and human 
characteristics of the 
place we live. 
Understanding the 
history of Blackpool.  

Subject specific 
knowledge 

 - Processes of 
erosion, 
transportation and 
deposition 

 - Knowing and 
understanding 
development 
indicators. 

- Introduction to climate change. Evidence 
of climate change, the human and natural 
causes of climate change, impacts of 
climate change. 

 - Oceania and coral 
reefs. The 
importance of coral 
reefs, the threats to 
coral reefs, the 

 - Knowledge of the 
UK: Location of 
major cities, location 
of Blackpool, naming 
of Blackpool and 



- Hydrological Cycle 
and Drainage basin 

Long profile and 
cross profile of a 
river 

- Erosional 
landforms e.g. 
waterfalls, v -shaped 
valleys 

Erosional and 
depositional 
landforms e.g. 
meanders and ox 
bow lakes 

Depositional 
landforms e.g. 
levees and 
floodplains  

Causes of flooding 
and Somerset 
Levels flood HIC 

Flooding in a LIC - 
Bangladesh 

River management 
strategies - hard and 
soft engineering 

 

- Causes of a 
development gap. 

- Classification of 
countries into LIC, 
NEE & HIC 

- Globalisation: 
causes and impacts. 

- Globalisation and 
the rise of fast 
fashion.  

- Economic,social 
and environmental 
impacts of fast 
fashion. 

 

 

- The difference between greenhouse effect 
and enhanced greenhouse effect. 

- Tropical storms: Formation, location, 
impacts (Hurricane Katrina), links of climate 
change and tropical storms. 

- Wildfires: causes, impacts, links to climate 
change. 

- Mitigation to climate change. Renewable 
energy, carbon capture, afforestation, 
carbon footprint etc.  

- CAFOD and climate change. 

- Plastic pollution: What is it, the rise of 
microplastics, the effects of plastic pollution. 
What alternatives are there to using 
plastics? 

 

  

management of 
coral reefs.  

- EU and Europe. 
The political 
changes of the UK 
and EU. What the 
EU is, the history of 
the EU, Brexit and 
how that has 
affected the UK. 

- South America and 
Migration. The 
American Dream, 
the reasons people 
migrate to America, 
the impacts of 
migration. The 
different terminology 
associated with 
migration.  

- Africa and Maasai 
tribe. Countries of 
Africa with a focus 
on the Maasai: 
Location, 
background, 
traditions, roles of 
the women and men 
threats. 

- Asia: Countries that 
make up Asia, 

how waves have 
affected the 
coastline.  

- Erosional and 
depositional coastal 
landforms 

- Coastal 
management 
schemes - hard and 
soft engineering 

- Why human beings 
live near the coast - 
relating it to 
Blackpool. Risks of 
living near the coast.  

- Blackpool’s history, 
entertainment and 
tourism industry. 

 

 

 



physical 
characteristics of 
Asia with a focus on 
Mount Everest.  

- North America and 
energy: Physical and 
human 
characteristics of 
North America, 
countries that make 
up North America, 
climate.  

Assessment 
(formative and 
summative 

 Formative: 
Somerset Floods 

Summative: 
Hydrology 
assessment  

 Formative: Fast 
fashion (Primark, 
Shein, Coke Cola). 

Summative: Exam 
week’s assessment 

 Formative: Hurricane Katrina 

 Summative: Exam week’s assessment 

 Formative: 
Migration from South 
America 

Summative: Exam 
week’s assessment 

 Formative: 
Headlands and Bays 

 

Interdisciplinary 
learning 

 Literacy: Extended 
response on the 
impacts of flooding 
on Somerset.  

Map skills: Being 
able to identify 
landforms on a map 

Numeracy: 
Understanding of 
data of development 
indicators 

Literacy: Extended 
writing on the 
impacts of TNCs on 
LIC/NEEs.  

Political: Human 
Rights violation 

 Map skills: Locating tropical storms. 

Literacy: Extended writing on impacts of a 
hurricane. 

 

 

  

 Map skills: Locating 
various continents 

Literacy: Extended 
writing on migration 

Political: Migration 
pros and cons 

 

 Map skills: 
Identifying coastal 
landforms 

 



Progression of 
learning 

Building knowledge 
on the water cycle 
and key terms from 
KS2.  

Revisit idea of 
social, economic, 
environmental 
impacts 

Links to cities and 
living conditions of 
people.  

Revisit idea of 
social, economic, 
environmental 
impacts 

Revisit idea of social, economic, 
environmental impacts 

Links to natural hazards and impacts of 
natural hazards 

Revisit idea of 
social, economic, 
environmental 
impacts 

Revisit idea of 
social, economic, 
environmental 
impacts 

 

Year 10 curriculum journey 

 

  Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Topic Title Living World 
Urban Issues 

Urban Issues 
(Continued)  

Rivers 

Fieldwork-Human 
Urban  

Coasts  

  

Fieldwork- 
Physical Coasts 

Key areas of 
focus 

To develop an 
understanding of the 
world's Biomes, their 
characteristics and 
the challenges they 
face. 

To develop an 
understanding of 
contrasting urban 
areas and the 
opportunities and 
challenges they face 

To develop an 
understanding of the 
physical processes 
and landforms linked 
to rivers.   

To develop an 
understanding of 
river management 
strategies. 

To develop an 
understanding of key 
fieldwork skills. 

To complete a piece 
of urban fieldwork. 

To develop an 
understanding of the 
physical processes 
and landforms linked 
to coasts.   

To develop an 
understanding of 
coastal management 
strategies. 

To develop an 
understanding of key 
fieldwork skills. 

To complete a piece 
of physical fieldwork. 



   

Subject 
specific 
knowledge 

To name and locate 
ecosystems at a 
range of scales 

To describe the 
characteristics of a 
tropical rainforest, 
the impacts of 
deforestation and 
evaluate the 
strategies to manage 
rainforests 
sustainably. 

To describe the 
characteristics of a 
hot desert and 
evaluate the 
opportunities and 
challenges for 
development. 

To explain the 
causes of 
desertification and 
evaluate 
management 
strategies to reduce 
it. 

 

 

To explain the 
emergence of 
megacities 
 
To name and locate 
an LIC/NEE, explain 
its importance and 
evaluate the 
challenges and 
opportunities of 
urban growth. 
 
To evaluate a 
scheme to improve 
the lives of the urban 
poor. 
 
To name a UK city 
and discuss it’s 
importance. 
 
To evaluate the 
opportunities and 
challenges of urban 
change in a UK city 
and evaluate an 
urban regeneration 
scheme. 
 
To explain the 
features of a 
sustainable city. 
 

To explain the 
physical process 
linked to rivers. 
 
To explain a range of 
erosional and 
depositional river 
landforms. 
 
To evaluate a range 
of hard and soft 
engineering 
management 
strategies. 
 
 
 
 

To develop an 
understanding of a 
human investigation. 
 
To explain the 
difference between 
qualitative and 
quantitative data in a 
human investigation. 
 
To collect a range of 
primary data. 
 
To learn a range of 
data presentation 
techniques. 
 
To analyse data 
 
To evaluate an 
investigation. 

To explain the 
physical process 
linked to coasts. 
 
To explain a range of 
erosional and 
depositional coastal 
landforms. 
 
To evaluate a range 
of hard and soft 
engineering 
management 
strategies. 
 
 
 
 

To develop an 
understanding of a 
physical 
investigation. 
 
To explain the 
difference between 
qualitative and 
quantitative data in a 
physical 
investigation. 
 
To collect a range of 
primary data. 
 
To learn a range of 
data presentation 
techniques. 
 
To analyse data 
 
To evaluate an 
investigation. 



 

 

 

 

  

Assessment 
(formative 
and 
summative 

F.A In class exam 
question 

 S.A End of topic 
practice exam paper. 

 

  

F.A In class exam 
question 

 S.A End of topic 
practice exam paper. 

 

F.A In class exam 
question 

 S.A End of topic 
practice exam paper. 

 

F.A In class exam 
question 

S.A EOY10 mock 

 F.A In class exam 
question 

 S.A End of topic 
practice exam paper. 

 

F.A In class exam 
question 

S.A EOY10 mock 

Interdisciplina
ry learning 

Numeracy-pie charts 
to show rates of 
deforestation and 
rainforest climate 
graphs. 

 

Literacy-extended 
answers  

Numeracy-analysing 
a range of 
population graphs. 

 

Literacy-extended 
answers  

Numeracy-Flood 
hydrographs 

 

 

Literacy-extended 
answers  

Numeracy- 

Analysing field data. 

 

Literacy-extended 
answers  

 Literacy-extended 
answers  

Numeracy- 

Analysing field data. 

Literacy-extended 
answers  

 

 

 



Year 11 curriculum journey 

  Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1  

Topic Title Hazards  Economic World 

  

Economic Geog 
(continued) 
 
Pre-release 

 

  

Key areas of 
focus 

To develop an understanding of a range of 
hazards and their management strategies. 

To develop an 
understanding of 
global variations in 
economic 
development and 
strategies to reduce 
the development 
gap. 

To explain the major 
changes in the UK 
economy and the 
impacts on the 
physical and human 
geography of the UK 

 

. 

To develop critical 
thinking and 
decision making 
skills. 

 

  

Subject specific 
knowledge 

To explain the risks posed by hazards. 

To explain how physical processes can 
cause earthquakes and volcanoes. 

 

 
To explain the global 
variations in 
economic 
development and 
the impact on quality 
of life. 
 

To explore a 
geographical issue 
linked to the 
specification. 
 
To analyse a range of 
data. 
 
To evaluate a range of 
view points on a 

 

 

 



To explain the impacts and responses to a 
named hazard in two contrasting areas. 

To explain how hazard management 
strategies can reduce impacts. 

To explore how weather hazards can 
impact people, using a named tropical 
storm and a UK example. 

To explain the physical and human causes 
of climate change and explain how it can be 
managed through mitigation and 
adaptation. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

To explain the 
strategies to reduce 
the development 
gap and evaluate 
their effectiveness. 
 
To explore an 
LIC.NEE 
experiencing rapid 
economic growth 
and explain the 
social, 
environmental and 
cultural impacts 
 
To explain the 
changes in the UK 
economy and the 
impacts this has had 
on both the physical 
and human 
landscape. 
 
 
 
 

particular geographic 
issue. 
 
To develop critical 
thinking and decision 
making skills. 

 

  

Assessment 
(formative and 
summative 

F.A in class exam question 

 S.A End of topic practice exam paper. 

F.A in class exam 
question 

S.A Year 11 mock 

In class practice 
assessment. 

  

Interdisciplinary 
learning 

  

Literacy-extended answers. 

 

Literacy-extended 
answers. 

Numeracy-analysing 
a range of data. 

  



Literacy-extended 
answers. 

 

Year 12 curriculum journey 
 

Teacher 1  

  Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Topic Title  Water and Carbon 
Cycles 

Water and Carbon 
Cycles  

Water and Carbon 
Cycles   

 Contemporary 
Urban Environments  

 Contemporary 
Urban Environments   

Contemporary 
Urban Environments 
and NEA  

Key areas of 
focus 

3.1.1.1 Water and 
carbon cycles as 
natural systems  

 3.1.1.2 Water cycle 

3.1.1.3 Carbon 
Cycle  

 3.1.1.4 Water 
Carbon and Life on 
Earth  

 3.2.3.1 
Urbanisation 

 

 3.2.3.2 Urban 
Forms 

 3.2.3.3 Social and 
economic issues 
associated with 
urbanisation  

Subject 
specific 
knowledge 

Global distribution 
and size of major 
stores of water – 
lithosphere, 
hydrosphere, 
cryosphere and 
atmosphere. 
Processes driving 
change in the 
magnitude of these 
stores over time and 
space, including 

 Global distribution, 
and size of major 
stores of carbon – 
lithosphere, 
hydrosphere, 
cryosphere 
biosphere, 
atmosphere. Factors 
driving change in 
the magnitude of 
these stores over 
time and space, 

 The key role of the 
carbon and water 
stores and cycles in 
supporting life on 
Earth with particular 
reference to climate. 
The relationship 
between the water 
cycle and carbon 
cycle in the 
atmosphere. The 
role of feedbacks 

 Urbanisation and its 
importance in 
human affairs. 
Global patterns of 
urbanisation since 
1945. Urbanisation, 
suburbanisation, 
counter-urbanisation
, urban resurgence. 
The emergence of 
megacities and 
world cities and their 

 Contemporary 
characteristics of 
mega/world cities. 
Urban 
characteristics in 
contrasting settings. 
Physical and human 
factors in urban 
forms. Spatial 
patterns of land use, 
economic inequality, 
social segregation 

 Issues associated 
with economic 
inequality, social 
segregation and 
cultural diversity in 
contrasting urban 
areas. Strategies to 
manage these 
issues.  



flows and transfers: 
evaporation, 
condensation, cloud 
formation, causes of 
precipitation and 
cryospheric 
processes at hill 
slope, drainage 
basin and global 
scales with 
reference to varying 
timescales involved. 
Drainage basins as 
open systems – 
inputs and outputs, 
to include 
precipitation, 
evapotranspiration 
and runoff; stores 
and flows, to include 
interception, 
surface, soil water, 
groundwater and 
channel storage; 
stemflow, infiltration 
overland flow, and 
channel flow. 
Concept of water 
balance. Runoff 
variation and the 
flood hydrograph. 
Changes in the 
water cycle over 
time to include 

including flows and 
transfers at plant, 
sere and continental 
scales. 
Photosynthesis, 
respiration, 
decomposition, 
combustion, carbon 
sequestration in 
oceans and 
sediments, 
weathering. 

Changes in the 
carbon cycle over 
time, to include 
natural variation 
(including wild fires, 
volcanic activity) 
and human impact 
(including 
hydrocarbon fuel 
extraction and 
burning, farming 
practices, 
deforestation, land 
use changes). The 
carbon budget and 
the impact of the 
carbon cycle upon 
land, ocean and 
atmosphere, 
including global 
climate.  

within and between 
cycles and their link 
to climate change 
and implications for 
life on Earth. Human 
interventions in the 
carbon cycle 
designed to 
influence carbon 
transfers and 
mitigate the impacts 
of climate change.  

Case study of a 
tropical rainforest 
setting to illustrate 
and analyse key 
themes in water and 
carbon cycles and 
their relationship to 
environmental 
change and human 
activity. Case study 
of a river 
catchment(s) at a 
local scale to 
illustrate and 
analyse the key 
themes above, 
engage with field 
data and consider 
the impact of 
precipitation upon 
drainage basin 
stores and transfers 

role in global and 
regional economies. 
Economic, social, 
technological, 
political and 
demographic 
processes 
associated with 
urbanisation and 
urban growth. Urban 
change: 
deindustrialisation, 
decentralisation, rise 
of service economy. 
Urban policy and 
regeneration in 
Britain since 1979.  

and cultural diversity 
in contrasting urban 
areas, and the 
factors that 
influence them. New 
urban landscapes: 
town centre mixed 
developments, 
cultural and heritage 
quarters, fortress 
developments, 
gentrified areas, 
edge cities. The 
concept of the 
post-modern 
western city.  



natural variation 
including storm 
events, seasonal 
changes and human 
impact including 
farming practices, 
land use change 
and water 
abstraction.  

and implications for 
sustainable water 
supply and/or 
flooding.  

Teacher 2 

  Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Topic Title  Coasts  Coasts Changing Places  Changing Places  Changing Places   NEA  

Key areas of 
focus 

 3.1.3 Coastal 
systems and 
landscapes 

3.1.3.2 Systems and 
Processes 

 3.1.3.3 Coastal 
landscape 
development  

3.1.3.4 Coastal 
Management  

 3.2.2.1 The nature 
and importance of 
places  

 3.2.2.2.2 Meaning 
and representation 
3.2.2.4 Place 
studies  

 3.2.2.4 Place 
studies  

 3.3.2 Independent 
investigation 

Subject 
specific 
knowledge 

 Systems in physical 
geography: systems 
concepts and their 
application to the 
development of 
coastal landscapes 
– inputs, outputs, 
energy, 
stores/components, 
flows/transfers, 
positive/negative 

 Origin and 
development of 
landforms and 
landscapes of 
coastal erosion: 
cliffs and wave cut 
platforms, cliff 
profile features 
including caves, 
arches and stacks; 
factors and 

 The concept of 
place and the 
importance of place 
in human life and 
experience. Insider 
and outsider 
perspectives on 
place. Categories of 
place: • near places 
and far places • 
experienced places 

 The importance of 
the meanings and 
representations 
attached to places 
by people with a 
particular focus on 
people's lived 
experience of place 
in the past and at 
present. • How 
humans perceive, 

 Local place study 
exploring the 
developing 
character of a place 
local to the home or 
study centre. 
Contrasting place 
study exploring the 
developing 
character of a 
contrasting and 

 The independent 
investigation must:  

 

• be based on a 
research question or 
issue defined and 
developed by the 
student individually 
to address aims, 
questions and/or 



feedback, dynamic 
equilibrium. The 
concepts of 
landform and 
landscape and how 
related landforms 
combine to form 
characteristic 
landscapes. 
Sources of energy 
in coastal 
environments: 
winds, waves 
(constructive and 
destructive), 
currents and tides. 
Low energy and 
high energy coasts. 
Sediment sources, 
cells and budgets. 
Geomorphological 
processes: 
weathering, mass 
movement, erosion, 
transportation and 
deposition. 
Distinctively coastal 
processes: marine: 
erosion – hydraulic 
action, wave 
quarrying, corrasion/ 
abrasion, cavitation, 
solution, attrition; 
transportation: 

processes in their 
development. Origin 
and development of 
landforms and 
landscapes of 
coastal deposition. 
Beaches, simple 
and compound 
spits, tombolos, 
offshore bars, 
barrier beaches and 
islands and sand 
dunes; factors and 
processes in their 
development. 
Estuarine 
mudflat/saltmarsh 
environments and 
associated 
landscapes; factors 
and processes in 
their development. 
Eustatic, isostatic 
and tectonic sea 
level change: major 
changes in sea level 
in the last 10,000 
years. Coastlines of 
emergence and 
submergence. 
Origin and 
development of 
associated 
landforms: raised 

and media places. 
Factors contributing 
to the character of 
places: • 
Endogenous: 
location, 
topography, physical 
geography, land 
use, built 
environment and 
infrastructure, 
demographic and 
economic 
characteristics. • 
Exogenous: 
relationships with 
other places.  

engage with and 
form attachments to 
places and how they 
present and 
represent the world 
to others, including 
the way in which 
everyday place 
meanings are bound 
up with different 
identities, 
perspectives and 
experiences. • How 
external agencies, 
including 
government, 
corporate bodies 
and community or 
local groups make 
attempts to 
influence or create 
specific 
place-meanings and 
thereby shape the 
actions and 
behaviours of 
individuals, groups, 
businesses and 
institutions. • How 
places may be 
represented in a 
variety of different 
forms such as 
advertising copy, 

distant place. Place 
studies must apply 
the knowledge 
acquired through 
engagement with 
prescribed 
specification content 
and thereby further 
enhance 
understanding of the 
way students' own 
lives and those of 
others are affected 
by continuity and 
change in the nature 
of places. Sources 
must include 
qualitative and 
quantitative data to 
represent places in 
the past and 
present. Both place 
studies must focus 
equally on: • 
people's lived 
experience of the 
place in the past 
and at present and  
• economic change 
and social 
inequalities.  

hypotheses relating 
to any part of the 
specification content ​
• involve research of 
relevant literature 
sources and an 
understanding of the 
theoretical or 
comparative context 
for a research 
question/hypothesis ​
• incorporate the 
observation and 
recording of field 
data and/or 
evidence from field 
investigations that is 
of good quality and 
relevant to the topic 
under investigation ​
• involve justification 
of the practical 
approaches adopted 
in the field including 
frequency/timing of 
observation, 
sampling and data 
collection 
approaches ​
• draw on the 
student's own 
research, including 
their own field data 
and/or secondary 



traction, suspension 
(longshore/littoral 
drift) and deposition; 
sub-aerial 
weathering, mass 
movement and 
runoff.   

beaches, marine 
platforms; rias, 
fjords, Dalmatian 
coasts. Recent and 
predicted climatic 
change and 
potential impact on 
coasts. The 
relationship 
between process, 
time, landforms and 
landscapes in 
coastal settings  

Human intervention 
in coastal 
landscapes. 
Traditional 
approaches to 
coastal flood and 
erosion risk: hard 
and soft 
engineering. 
Sustainable 
approaches to 
coastal flood risk 
and coastal erosion 
management: 
shoreline 
management/integr
ated coastal zone 
management.  

tourist agency 
material, local art 
exhibitions in 
diverse media (eg 
film, photography, 
art, story, song etc) 
that often give 
contrasting images 
to that presented 
formally or 
statistically such as 
cartography and 
census data. • How 
both past and 
present processes 
of development can 
be seen to influence 
the social and 
economic 
characteristics of 
places and so be 
implicit in present 
meanings  

data, and their 
experience of field 
methodologies of 
the investigation of 
core human and 
physical processes ​
• demonstrate 
knowledge and 
understanding of the 
techniques 
appropriate for 
analysing field data 
and information and 
for representing 
results, and show 
ability to select 
suitable quantitative 
or qualitative 
approaches and to 
apply them • 
demonstrate the 
ability to interrogate 
and critically 
examine field data 
in order to comment 
on its accuracy 
and/or the extent to 
which it is 
representative, and 
use the experience 
to extend 
geographical 
understanding​
 • require the 



student to 
independently 
contextualise, 
analyse and 
summarise findings 
and data, and to 
draw conclusions, 
by applying existing 
knowledge, theory 
and concepts to 
order and 
understand field 
observations and 
identify their relation 
to the wider context ​
• involve the writing 
up of field results 
clearly, logically and 
coherently using a 
range of 
presentation 
methods and 
extended writing ​
• demonstrate the 
ability to answer a 
specific 
geographical 
question drawing 
effectively on 
evidence and theory 
to make a 
well-argued case ​
• require evaluation 
and reflection on the 



investigation 
including showing 
an understanding of 
the ethical 
dimensions of field 
research  

 

 

Assessment 
(formative and 
summative 

 Snapshot 
assessment  

Formative - 
ongoing question 
practice   

Formative - 
ongoing question 
practice    

Summative 20 
marks essay Water 
and Carbon Cycles  

Formative - 
ongoing question 
practice   

Summative topic 
test Coasts  

 Formative - 
ongoing question 
practice   

Summative Year 12 
end of year exam 
on Water and 
Carbon, Changing 
Places and Coasts  

  

Interdisciplinary 
learning 

Units interweave to form a synoptic view of how human and physical processes create places   

Students should develop the following with respect to qualitative data:​
• use and understanding of a mixture of methodological approaches, including interviews​
• interpretation and evaluation of a range of source material including textual and visual sources ​
• understanding of the opportunities and limitations of qualitative techniques such as coding and sampling, and appreciation of 
how they actively create particular geographical representations ​
• understanding of the ethical and socio-political implications of collecting, studying and representing geographical data about 
human communities. ​
Students should develop the following with respect to quantitative data: ​
• understanding of what makes data geographical and the geospatial technologies (eg GIS) that are used to collect, analyse and 
present geographical data ​
• an ability to collect and use digital and geo-located data, and understand a range of approaches to use and analyse such data ​
• understanding of the purposes and difference between the following and to use them in appropriate contexts:​
 • descriptive statistics of central tendency and dispersion ​
• descriptive measures of difference and association, inferential statistics and the foundations of relational statistics ​



• measurement, measurement errors, and sampling • understanding of the ethical and socio-political implications of collecting, 
studying and representing geographical data about human communities  

 Students use skills acquired through the course to conduct an independent investigation of their choice based around part of the 
specification  

Progression of 
learning 

            

 

Year 13 curriculum journey 

Teacher 1  

  Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Topic Title  Contemporary 
Urban Environments 

 Contemporary 
Urban Environments  

Global Governance  Global Governance      

Key areas of 
focus 

 3.2.3.4 Urban 
Climate 

3.2.3.5 Urban Drain 

 

3.2.3.6 Urban waste 
and its disposal  

3.2.3.7 Other 
contemporary urban 
environmental 
issues   

3.2.3.8 Sustainable 
urban development  

 3.2.1.1 
Globalisation 

3.2.1.2 Global 
systems  

3.2.1.3 International 
trade and access to 
markets  

 3.2.1.4 Global 
Governance  

3.2.1.5 The ‘global’ 
commons 

3.2.1.6 Globalisation 
critique 

    

Subject 
specific 
knowledge 

 The impact of urban 
forms and 
processes on local 
climate and weather. 

 Urban physical 
waste generation: 
sources of waste - 
industrial and 

 Dimensions of 
globalisation: flows 
of capital, labour, 
products, services 

 The concept of the 
‘global commons’. 
The rights of all to 
the benefits of the 

    



Urban temperatures: 
the urban heat 
island effect. 
Precipitation: 
frequency and 
intensity. Fogs and 
thunderstorms in 
urban environments. 
Wind: the effects of 
urban structures and 
layout on wind 
speed, direction and 
frequency. Air 
quality: particulate 
and photo-chemical 
pollution. Pollution 
reduction policies  

Urban precipitation, 
surfaces and 
catchment 
characteristics; 
impacts on drainage 
basin storage areas; 
urban water cycle: 
water movement 
through urban 
catchments as 
measured by 
hydrographs. Issues 
associated with 
catchment 
management in 
urban areas. The 
development of 

commercial activity, 
personal 
consumption. 
Relation of waste 
components and 
waste streams to 
economic 
characteristics, 
lifestyles and 
attitudes. The 
environmental 
impacts of 
alternative 
approaches to 
waste disposal: 
unregulated, 
recycling, recovery, 
incineration, burial, 
submergence and 
trade. Comparison 
of incineration and 
landfill approaches 
to waste disposal in 
relation to a 
specified urban 
area. 

Environmental 
problems in 
contrasting urban 
areas: atmospheric 
pollution, water 
pollution and 
dereliction. 
Strategies to 

and information; 
global marketing; 
patterns of 
production, 
distribution and 
consumption. 
Factors in 
globalisation: the 
development of 
technologies, 
systems and 
relationships, 
including financial, 
transport, security, 
communications, 
management and 
information systems 
and trade 
agreements.  

Global features and 
trends in the volume 
and pattern of 
international trade 
and investment 
associated with 
globalisation. 
Trading 
relationships and 
patterns between 
large, highly 
developed 
economies such as 
the United States, 
the European Union, 

global commons. 
Acknowledgement 
that the rights of all 
people to 
sustainable 
development must 
also acknowledge 
the need to protect 
the global 
commons.  

An outline of the 
contemporary 
geography, including 
climate, of 
Antarctica (including 
the Southern Ocean 
as far north as the 
Antarctic 
Convergence) to 
demonstrate its role 
as a global common 
and illustrate its 
vulnerability to 
global economic 
pressures and 
environmental 
change. Threats to 
Antarctica arising 
from: • climate 
change • fishing and 
whaling • the search 
for mineral 
resources • tourism 
and scientific 



sustainable urban 
drainage systems 
(SUDS). River 
restoration and 
conservation in 
damaged urban 
catchments with 
reference to a 
specific project. 
Reasons for and 
aims of the project; 
attitudes and 
contributions of 
parties involved; 
project activities and 
evaluation of project 
outcomes.  

manage these 
environmental 
problems 

Impact of urban 
areas on local and 
global 
environments. 
Ecological footprint 
of major urban 
areas. Dimensions 
of sustainability: 
natural, physical, 
social and 
economic. Nature 
and features of 
sustainable cities. 
Concept of 
liveability. 
Contemporary 
opportunities and 
challenges in 
developing more 
sustainable cities. 
Strategies for 
developing more 
sustainable cities.    

emerging major 
economies such as 
China and India and 
smaller, less 
developed 
economies such as 
those in 
sub-Saharan Africa, 
southern Asia and 
Latin America. 
Differential access 
to markets 
associated with 
levels of economic 
development and 
trading agreements 
and its impacts on 
economic and 
societal well-being. 
The nature and role 
of transnational 
corporations 
(TNCs), including 
their spatial 
organisation, 
production, linkages, 
trading and 
marketing patterns, 
with a detailed 
reference to a 
specified TNC and 
its impacts on those 
countries in which it 
operates.  

research. Critical 
appraisal of the 
developing 
governance of 
Antarctica. 
International 
government 
organisations to 
include United 
Nations (UN) 
agencies such as 
United Nations 
Environment 
Programme (UNEP) 
and the International 
Whaling 
Commission. The 
Antarctic Treaty 
(1959), the Protocol 
on Environmental 
Protection to the 
Antarctic Treaty 
(1991); IWC 
Whaling Moratorium 
(1982) – their 
purpose, scope and 
systems for 
inspection and 
enforcement. The 
role of NGOs in 
monitoring threats 
and enhancing 
protection of 
Antarctica. Analysis 



and assessment of 
the geographical 
consequences of 
global governance 
for citizens and 
places in Antarctica 
and elsewhere to 
specifically consider 
how global 
governance 
underlies and 
impacts on students’ 
and other people's 
lives across the 
globe.  

The impacts of 
globalisation to 
consider the 
benefits of growth, 
development, 
integration, stability 
against the costs in 
terms of inequalities, 
injustice, conflict 
and environmental 
impact  

 

 

 



  Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Topic Title Hazards Hazards Hazards Hazards   

Key areas 
of focus 

3.1.5.1 The concept 
of hazard in a 
geographical context 

3.1.5.2 Plate 
tectonics 

3.1.5.3 Volcanic 
hazards 

3.1..5.4 Seismic 
hazards 

3.1.5.5 Storm 
hazards 

3.1.5.6 Fires in 
nature  

  

Subject 
specific 
knowledge 

Nature, forms and 
potential impacts of 
natural hazards 
(geophysical, 
atmospheric and 
hydrological). 
Hazard perception 
and its economic 
and cultural 
determinants. 
Characteristic 
human responses – 
fatalism, prediction, 
adjustment/adaptatio
n, mitigation, 
management, risk 
sharing – and their 
relationship to 
hazard incidence, 
intensity, magnitude, 
distribution and level 
of development. The 
Park model of 

The nature of 
vulcanicity and its 
relation to plate 
tectonics: forms of 
volcanic hazard: 
nuées ardentes, lava 
flows, mudflows, 
pyroclastic and ash 
fallout, gases/acid 
rain, tephra. Spatial 
distribution, 
magnitude, 
frequency, regularity 
and predictability of 
hazard events. 
Impacts: 
primary/secondary, 
environmental, 
social, economic, 
political. Short and 
long-term 
responses: risk 
management 

The nature of 
seismicity and its 
relation to plate 
tectonics: forms of 
seismic hazard: 
earthquakes, 
shockwaves, 
tsunamis, 
liquefaction, 
landslides. Spatial 
distribution, 
randomness, 
magnitude, 
frequency, regularity, 
predictability of 
hazard events. 
Impacts: 
primary/secondary; 
environmental, 
social, economic, 
political. Short and 
long-term 
responses; risk 

The nature of 
tropical storms and 
their underlying 
causes. Forms of 
storm hazard: high 
winds, storm surges, 
coastal flooding, 
river flooding and 
landslides. Spatial 
distribution, 
magnitude, 
frequency, regularity, 
predictability of 
hazard events. 
Impacts: 
primary/secondary, 
environmental, 
social, economic, 
political. Short and 
long-term 
responses: risk 
management 
designed to reduce 

  



human response to 
hazards. The Hazard 
Management Cycle.  

Earth structure and 
internal energy 
sources. Plate 
tectonic theory of 
crustal evolution: 
tectonic plates; plate 
movement; 
gravitational sliding; 
ridge push, slab pull; 
convection currents 
and seafloor 
spreading. 
Destructive, 
constructive and 
conservative plate 
margins. 
Characteristic 
processes: 
seismicity and 
vulcanicity. 
Associated 
landforms: young 
fold mountains, rift 
valleys, ocean 
ridges, deep sea 
trenches and island 
arcs, volcanoes. 
Magma plumes and 
their relationship to 
plate movement.  

designed to reduce 
the impacts of the 
hazard through 
preparedness, 
mitigation, 
prevention and 
adaptation. Impacts 
and human 
responses as 
evidenced by a 
recent volcanic 
event.  

management 
designed to reduce 
the impacts of the 
hazard through 
preparedness, 
mitigation, 
prevention and 
adaptation. Impacts 
and human 
responses as 
evidenced by a 
recent seismic 
event.  

the impacts of the 
hazard through 
preparedness, 
mitigation, 
prevention and 
adaptation. Impacts 
and human 
responses as 
evidenced by two 
recent tropical 
storms in contrasting 
areas of the world.  

Nature of wildfires. 
Conditions favouring 
intense wild fires: 
vegetation type, fuel 
characteristics, 
climate and recent 
weather and fire 
behaviour. Causes 
of fires: natural and 
human agency. 
Impacts: 
primary/secondary, 
environmental, 
social, economic, 
political. Short and 
long-term 
responses; risk 
management 
designed to reduce 
the impacts of the 
hazard through 
preparedness, 



mitigation, 
prevention and 
adaptation. Impact 
and human 
responses as 
evidenced by a 
recent wild fire 
event.  

 

 

Assessment 
(formative 
and 
summative 

 Formative - ongoing 
question practice    

Formative - ongoing 
question practice     

Summative 
November 
assessment  

Formative - ongoing 
question practice     

Summative mock 
exam - Full paper 1 
and 2  

Formative - ongoing 
question practice    

 NEA submissions 

    

Interdisciplin
ary learning 

 Students should develop the following with respect to qualitative data:​
• use and understanding of a mixture of methodological approaches, including interviews​
• interpretation and evaluation of a range of source material including textual and visual sources ​
• understanding of the opportunities and limitations of qualitative techniques such as coding and sampling, and appreciation of how they 
actively create particular geographical representations ​
• understanding of the ethical and socio-political implications of collecting, studying and representing geographical data about human 
communities. ​
Students should develop the following with respect to quantitative data: ​
• understanding of what makes data geographical and the geospatial technologies (eg GIS) that are used to collect, analyse and present 
geographical data ​
• an ability to collect and use digital and geo-located data, and understand a range of approaches to use and analyse such data ​
• understanding of the purposes and difference between the following and to use them in appropriate contexts:​
 • descriptive statistics of central tendency and dispersion ​
• descriptive measures of difference and association, inferential statistics and the foundations of relational statistics ​



• measurement, measurement errors, and sampling • understanding of the ethical and socio-political implications of collecting, studying 
and representing geographical data about human communities  

 Students use skills acquired through the course to conduct an independent investigation of their choice based around part of the 
specification  

  

Progression 
of learning 

            

 

 


