
Year 7 Curriculum Journey 

KS2   Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

What have 
they learned at 
KS2 that we 
build on at 
KS3? 

Pupils arrive 
with 
foundational 
knowledge of 
salvation 
history 
narratives, 
Jesus’ 
ministry, and 
the seven 
sacraments. 
Year 7 
transitions 
them from 
primary-level 
storytelling 
toward 
systematic 
theological 
investigation 
and scholarly 
hermeneutics. 

 

 

Topic Title Creation and 
Covenant 

Prophecy 
and Promise 

Galilee to 
Jerusalem 

 Desert to 
Garden 

 To the Ends of 
the Earth 

 Dialogue and 
Encounter 

Key areas of 
focus 

This branch 
focuses on 
general 
revelation, 
distinguishing 
between 
knowing God 
through natural 
reason 
(contemplating 
Creation and 
the human 
person) versus 
the specific 
insights of 
divine 
revelation. 

 The focus 
shifts to 
special 
revelation, 
specifically 
how God 
reveals 
himself 
through 
Sacred 
Scripture and 
Tradition, 
culminating 
in the person 
of Jesus 
Christ. 

 This branch 
focuses on the 
Incarnation as the 
fullness of 
revelation, 
exploring the 
mystery of Jesus 
as both "true God 
and true man" 

The focus is 
the Paschal 
Mystery and 
the Church’s 
sacramental 
life, 
particularly 
the Eucharist 
as the 
"source and 
summit" of 
the Christian 
experience. 

 This branch 
covers the 
completion of 
revelation 
through the Holy 
Spirit and the 
Holy Spirit’s role 
in animating the 
mission of the 
Church. 

 The final focus is 
ecumenism and 
interreligious 
dialogue, rooted in 
the "grammar of 
dialogue" and the 
Church’s identity as 
established in 
Ecclesiam Suam. 

Subject specific 
knowledge 

 Students 
study the literal 
sense 
(authorial 
intent) of 
Genesis, the 
compatibility of 
faith and 
science, and 
the rejection of 
both 
creationism 
and scientism. 

 Students 
learn the 
Bible's 
structure, the 
concept of 
inspiration, 
the 
development 
of the canon, 
original 
biblical 
languages 
(Hebrew, 

 Students study 
the Trinity, early 
Christological 
heresies like 
Arianism, and 
how Jesus' titles 
(Son of Man, 
Lord, Christ) 
reveal his identity 
and fulfill Old 
Testament 
promises. 

 Students 
explore the 
definition of a 
sacrament, 
the "real 
presence" of 
Christ in the 
Eucharist, 
and the 
theological 
connections 
between the 
Jewish 

 Students learn 
about Pentecost 
in Luke-Acts, 
the Trinitarian 
nature of the 
Church (Body of 
Christ, Temple 
of Spirit), and 
the rite and 
effects of 
Confirmation. 

 Students study 
Church Councils 
(Jerusalem to 
Trent), the model of 
concentric circles of 
dialogue, and the 
core beliefs of other 
religions like 
Judaism or Islam. 



Greek, 
Aramaic), 
and the role 
of the 
Magisterium. 

Passover 
and the 
Mass. 

Assessment 
(formative and 
summative 

 Formative: 

Describe two 
scientific 
theories of 
creation 

 Formative: 

Explain why 
we read 
translations 
of the Bible 

Summative: 

End of term 
assessment 
where pupils 
will recall, 
explain and 
evaluate 

 Formative: 

Explain what 
Catholics believe 
about the Trinity 

 Formative: 

Explain why 
there are 
many names 
for the 
Eucharist 

Summative: 

End of term 
assessment 
where pupils 
will recall, 
explain and 
evaluate 

 Formative: 

‘You can be a 
good Catholic 
without going to 
Mass’ Discuss 

 Formative: 

‘The sacrament of 
Confirmation is not 
that important’ 
Discuss, showing 
that you have 
thought about more 
than one point of 
view 

Summative: 

End of year 
assessment where 
pupils will recall, 
explain and 
evaluate 

 

 

Interdisciplinary 
learning 

The unit links 
with Science 
(origins of the 
universe) and 
Ethics, 
exploring 
environmental 
stewardship, 
global trade, 
and 
philosophical 
arguments for 

 This unit 
connects 
with History 
and Art 
through the 
study of 
illuminated 
manuscripts 
like the Book 
of Kells and 
the role of 
the Bible in 

 Philosophy 
(analysing 
heresies) and 
Ethics, examining 
"virtue signalling" 
and 
"greenwashing" 
against Jesus’ 
model of selfless, 
humble service. 

Links are 
made to 
Human 
Rights and 
Sociology, 
investigating 
food security, 
religious 
hypocrisy, 
and mass in 
times of 
persecution 

The unit 
connects with 
Global Culture, 
exploring varied 
Pentecost 
traditions and 
the work of 
religious orders 
like the Spiritans 
in a 
contemporary 
setting. 

 Links involve 
Global Politics and 
Peacebuilding, 
focusing on the 
dialogue of action 
where Christians 
collaborate with 
others for justice, 
freedom, and the 
common good. 



the existence 
of God. 

civic 
ceremonies. 

or through 
Corpus 
Christi 
cultural 
processions. 

Progression of 
learning 

 Progression 
involves 
moving 
beyond 
knowing the 
Creation 
"story" to 
understanding 
systematic 
concepts like 
revelation and 
applying 
scholarly 
hermeneutics 
to distinguish 
symbolic truth 
from literalist 
misinterpretati
ons. 

 Learning 
progresses 
from simply 
reading the 
Bible to 
analysing its 
scholarly 
framework, 
including 
how 
translations 
affect 
meaning and 
the 
indispensabl
e value of 
the Old 
Testament. 

 Progression 
moves from 
viewing Jesus as 
a historical figure 
to a theological 
investigation of 
the hypostatic 
union and the 
Trinitarian 
character of all 
Christian prayer. 

 Learning 
advances 
from 
"preparing for 
Easter" to a 
deep study of 
sacramental 
theology, 
understandin
g how the 
Liturgy 
makes the 
saving 
offering of 
Jesus 
present 
today. 

 Progression 
involves moving 
from the 
Pentecost 
narrative to 
understanding 
the 
pneumatological 
structure of the 
Church and how 
the Spirit gifts 
individuals for 
"definite 
service". 

 Progression 
develops the skills 
to test ideas and 
critically engage 
with divergent 
worldviews while 
maintaining a 
confident 
understanding of 
one’s own Catholic 
identity. 

  

Year 8 Curriculum Journey 

  Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Topic Title  Creation and 
Covenant 

 Prophecy and 
Promise 

 Galilee to 
Jerusalem 

 Desert to 
Garden 

 To the Ends of the 
Earth 

 Dialogue and 
Encounter 

Key areas of focus  This branch 
explores the 
flawed nature of 
humanity through 

 The focus is 
the role of 
prophets 
calling for 

 This unit 
investigates 
Jesus’ 
proclamatio

 Students 
confront the 
mystery of 
suffering (the 

 The final focus is 
eschatology: God’s 
answer to suffering 
through the 

 This branch covers 
contemporary 
principles of 
intercultural dialogue 



the account of the 
Fall, original sin, 
the necessity of 
the moral law, 
and baptismal 
grace. 

covenant 
fidelity and the 
believer's 
baptismal call 
to share in 
Christ's 
mission as 
priest, prophet, 
and king. 

n of the 
Kingdom of 
God, 
specifically 
his 
encounters 
with 
outcasts 
and 
miracles 
that 
demonstrat
e God’s 
power over 
evil and 
sickness. 

problem of evil), 
exploring how 
Christ’s passion 
transforms the 
human 
experience of 
pain into a call 
for conversion. 

Resurrection, the 
empty tomb, and the 
Christian hope for 
eternal life 

from Ecclesiam Suam 
and the diversity of 
Eastern Catholic 
Churches within the 
Universal Church. 

Subject specific 
knowledge 

 Students study 
Genesis 3, the 
Decalogue, the 
formation of 
conscience, and 
the Sacrament of 
Baptism as the 
means by which 
original and 
personal sins are 
forgiven. 

 Students 
analyse 
prophetic 
patterns (call, 
message, 
fulfilment) in 
Amos and 
Elijah, 
messianic 
prophecies in 
Isaiah, and the 
significance of 
John the 
Baptist 
concluding the 
cycle. 

 Students 
explore 
Marcan 
themes of 
discipleship
, parables 
of mercy, 
the 
Anointing of 
the Sick, 
and the 
preferential 
love for the 
poor 
through 
corporal 
works of 
mercy. 

 Study includes 
Isaiah’s 
Suffering 
Servant, the 
Triduum 
liturgies, the 
difference 
between active 
and passive 
mortification, 
and the 
Sacrament of 
Reconciliation 
as a penitential 
response. 

 Students study 1 
Corinthians 15, the 
four last things 
(death, judgement, 
heaven, hell), 
purgatory, the 
baptism of desire, 
and the Catholic 
funeral rite. 

 Pupils learn the 
concentric circles 
model of dialogue, the 
patrimony (liturgical 
and spiritual) of 
Eastern Rites, and the 
theological principles 
of modern ecumenism. 

Assessment 
(formative and 
summative 

 Formative: 

Explain why rules 
are important 

 Formative:  Formative: 

Explain 
how 

 Formative: 

‘There is nothing 
good about 

 Formative:  Formative 



Explain the 
prophetic 
pattern 

Summative: 

End of term 
assessment 
where pupils 
will recall, 
explain and 
evaluate 

Catholics 
should read 
scripture 

 

suffering’ 
Discuss 

Summative: 

End of term 
assessment 
where pupils will 
recall, explain 
and evaluate 

Explain how the 
Resurrection is told 
in the Bible 

Explain what happens 
in a Catholic funeral 
rite 

Summative: 

End of term 
assessment where 
pupils will recall, 
explain and evaluate 

Interdisciplinary 
learning 

 Links connect 
with Ethics 
(abortion, 
euthanasia, 
capital 
punishment), 
History (civil 
disobedience), 
and Art, 
examining 
representations 
of conscience 
and 
Michelangelo’s 
Moses. 

 This unit 
connects with 
Global Culture 
through 
Advent 
traditions like 
Las Posadas 
and Art, 
examining 
Michelangelo’s 
Sistine 
prophets and 
the O 
Antiphons. 

 
Connection
s are made 
to 
Sociology 
(marginalis
ed groups, 
asylum 
seekers), 
Philosophy 
(challenges 
to 
miracles), 
and Art, 
such as the 
Encounter 
painting in 
the 
Magdala 
chapel. 

 This unit links 
with Philosophy 
(theodicy) and 
Medical Ethics 
(dying well), 
alongside 
Global Studies 
of Lenten 
cultural 
practices like 
the 
Oberammergau 
Passion plays. 

 Links connect to 
Philosophy 
(materialism vs. the 
soul) and Cultural 
Anthropology, 
comparing global 
funeral traditions like 
Madagascar’s 
Famadihana or New 
Orleans jazz 
funerals. 

 Connections involve 
Global Politics 
(peacebuilding) and 
Art/Music, exploring 
how different liturgical 
heritages—such as the 
Ukrainian or 
Syro-Malabar 
traditions—shape 
cultural expression. 

Progression of 
learning 

 Learning 
progresses from 
the "goodness" of 
Creation in Year 
7 to analysing the 
wounded human 

 Learning 
advances from 
general 
revelation to a 
specific 
theological 

 Learning 
moves from 
Jesus’ 
identity to 
his moral 
actions, 

 Progression 
involves moving 
from 
understanding 
the Paschal 
Mystery to a 

 Progression shifts 
from the Spirit’s role 
in the Church to the 
final consummation 
of all things, where 
death is defeated 

 Students progress 
from general 
"encounter" to 
developing a 
"grammar of dialogue", 
critically engaging with 



condition and 
how the moral 
law supports the 
exercise of 
freedom. 

study of 
messianism, 
exploring how 
lay people 
exercise 
Christ’s 
threefold office 
in a 
contemporary 
secular 
context. 

requiring 
students to 
apply the 
moral 
sense of 
Scripture to 
modern 
issues of 
social 
justice and 
healing. 

theological 
justification for 
suffering, 
learning how to 
"offer up" pain 
for salvific 
purposes. 

and humanity enters 
eternal life. 

divergent worldviews 
while respecting the 
"proper traditions" of 
others. 

 Year 9 Curriculum Journey 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Topic Title  Creation and 
Covenant 

 Prophecy and 
Promise 

 Galilee to 
Jerusalem 

 Desert to Garden  To the Ends of the 
Earth 

 Dialogue and 
Encounter 

Key areas of focus This branch 
focuses on the 
inalienable dignity 
of every human 
being as imago 
Dei (image of 
God), specifically 
exploring the 
radical equality of 
man and woman. 

The focus is 
the role of 
Mary in 
salvation 
history, 
establishing 
her as the 
fulfilment of 
Old Testament 
promises and 
the perfect 
model of 
discipleship. 

This unit 
explores the 
universal call 
to discipleship 
in the Gospel 
of Mark and 
how this 
relates to 
individual 
vocations, 
including the 
priesthood and 
religious life. 

Students 
investigate the 
mystery of 
redemption, 
connecting the 
layout of the 
ancient Temple in 
Jerusalem to 
Christ’s sacrificial 
death as the 
"High Priest" of 
our salvation. 

This branch covers 
the communion of 
saints, viewing the 
Church as a 
relational 
community that 
unites the faithful 
on Earth with those 
in heaven and 
purgatory. 

The final focus is 
intercultural 
dialogue, rooted in 
a commitment to 
the "common good" 
and respect for the 
diverse religious 
and non-religious 
worldviews in 
modern Britain. 

Subject specific 
knowledge 

Pupils study 
Genesis 1-2 
(creation of 
humans), the 
truths revealed by 
imago Dei 

Study includes 
holy women of 
the Old 
Testament 
(Sarah, Esther, 
Hannah), 

Pupils analyse 
Marcan 
themes of 
discipleship 
failure, the 
evangelical 

Study focuses on 
Hebrews 9 
(earthly/heavenly 
sanctuaries), the 
Day of 
Atonement, the 

Students study 1 
Corinthians 12, the 
three states of the 
Church (Militant, 
Triumphant, 
Suffering), the 

Pupils learn the 
four types of 
dialogue (life, 
action, religious 
experience, 
theological 



(relational, 
rational, free), 
and the 
institutional 
origins and 
sacramental 
nature of 
Matrimony. 

typology (Eve 
as a "type" of 
Mary), the four 
Marian 
dogmas, and 
the radical 
message of 
the Magnificat. 

counsels 
(poverty, 
chastity, 
obedience), 
and the 
Sacrament of 
Holy Orders 
including the 
degrees of 
deacon, priest, 
and bishop. 

New Covenant in 
Christ's blood, 
and the 
significance of the 
Agnus Dei in the 
Mass. 

intercession of 
saints/angels, and 
the effects of Holy 
Communion on 
unity. 

exchange) and the 
three essential 
elements of the 
common good: 
respect, wellbeing, 
and peace. 

Assessment 
(formative and 
summative 

Formative: 

Explain why it 
matters that 
humans are 
created Imago 
Dei 

Formative: 

Explain why 
the holy 
women of the 
Bible are 
important 

Summative: 

End of term 
assessment 
where pupils 
will recall, 
explain and 
evaluate 

Formative: 

‘The rewards 
of discipleship 
are not worth 
the costs’ 

Formative: 

‘We should now 
have women 
priests in the 
Catholic Church’ 

Summative: 

End of term 
assessment 
where pupils will 
recall, explain and 
evaluate 

Formative: 

Explain what 
Catholics believe 
about the Church 
on earth 

Formative: 

Explain how 
Catholics show 
devotion to saints 
and angels 

Summative: 

End of term 
assessment where 
pupils will recall, 
explain and 
evaluate 

Interdisciplinary 
learning 

Links connect 
with Biology 
(origins of 
life/genetics), 
PSHE (human 
rights/equality), 
and Art History, 
analysing ancient 
cave art as early 
evidence of 
human creative 
activity and 

This unit links 
with History 
(patriarchy in 
ancient 
societies), 
Music 
(analyzing 
sung settings 
of the 
Magnificat), 
and Politics, 
examining the 

Connections 
are made to 
English 
Literature 
(narrative 
style/intended 
audience), 
History 
(Roman 
Church 
persecution), 
and 

Links involve 
Geography 
(Herod's Temple 
layout), 
Philosophy (free 
will vs. 
determinism), and 
Law/Citizenship, 
examining the 
practice of 
restorative justice 
and interreligious 

Connections link to 
Physics/Philosophy 
(materialist theories 
of reality vs. the 
transcendent), Art 
History 
(iconography of 
angels/saints), and 
Sociology, 
comparing 
Christian beliefs 
about the beatific 

Links connect to 
Politics/Citizenship 
(social wellbeing 
and security), 
Sociology 
(worldview 
paradigms), and 
Art, exploring how 
different religious 
beliefs influence 
creative 



spiritual 
expression. 

Magnificat as a 
song of 
liberation for 
the oppressed. 

Citizenship, 
investigating 
the impact of 
lay apostolates 
and 
associations 
on modern 
society. 

work on 
peacebuilding in 
conflict zones. 

vision with other 
traditions. 

expressions across 
cultures. 

Progression of 
learning 

Learning 
progresses from 
Year 7’s general 
study of Creation 
to a specific 
theological 
anthropology, 
applying the 
imago Dei 
concept to ethical 
issues like 
abortion and 
capital 
punishment. 

Students 
advance from 
Year 8’s 
prophetic 
patterns to 
scriptural 
typology, 
understanding 
how Mary’s 
"Yes" 
transforms 
human history 
and models 
the proper 
human 
response to 
God’s call. 

Learning shifts 
from the Year 
8 focus on the 
Kingdom of 
God to the 
personal 
demands of 
faith, requiring 
pupils to 
discern their 
own "definite 
service" within 
the community. 

Progression 
moves from Year 
8’s problem of evil 
to a systematic 
soteriology, 
explaining the 
theological 
mechanisms 
through which 
Christ’s sacrifice 
overcomes 
sin-related 
divisions in 
humanity. 

Learning advances 
from the Spirit’s 
general role in 
Branch 5 of Year 7 
to a specific 
ecclesiology, 
understanding the 
Church as the 
mystical Body of 
Christ spanning 
eternity. 

Students progress 
from general 
"encounter" to a 
practical framework 
for engagement, 
learning how to 
work with people of 
divergent 
worldviews towards 
common goals like 
environmental care. 

Year 10 Curriculum Journey 

 Autumn Spring Summer 

Topic Title Eduqas GCSE Component 1 
Foundational Catholic Christianity 

Origins and Meaning 

Eduqas GCSE Component 1 
Foundational Catholic Christianity 

Good and Evil 

Eduqas GCSE Component 2 Applied 
Catholic Christianity 

Life and Death 

Key areas of focus This unit explores religious and 
non-religious beliefs regarding the 
universe's origin and the value of 

Students consider philosophical 
questions regarding the origins of 
good and evil. It focuses on 

This theme examines religious beliefs 
about the nature of life, death, and the 
afterlife. It prioritizes Catholic teachings on 



human life. It contrasts Catholic 
creation ex nihilo with scientific 
world-views. 

Catholic responses to the problem 
of suffering and the nature of God. 

eschatology and the Magisterium’s moral 
authority. 

Subject specific 
knowledge 

Knowledge includes St. 
Augustine’s writings, St. Catherine 
of Siena’s imago Dei, and Genesis 
accounts. It also covers 
Michelangelo’s Creation of Adam 
and the San Clemente mosaic 

Covers Original Sin, St. Augustine's 
view of evil as "privation," and the 
Trinity. Includes the Incarnation, 
Jesus’ moral authority, and the role 
of Natural Law. 

Includes teachings on heaven, hell, 
purgatory, and the resurrection of the 
body. It covers the Second Vatican 
Council and the significance of the 
Catholic funeral rite. 

Assessment 
(formative and 
summative 

Formatives 

Key words tests. ‘b’ questions on 
imago Dei and creation; ‘c’ 
questions on religious art and 
environment; ‘d’ questions on 
abortion and evolution 

 

Formatives 

Key words tests.’ b’ questions on 
natural law and original sin; ‘c’ 
questions on incarnation and 
pilgrimage, ‘d’ questions on 
suffering and statues 

Summative 

End of unit test from a past GCSE 
question 

Formatives 

Key words tests. ‘b’ questions on 
resurrection and magisterium. ‘c’ 
questions on funerals and prayer. ‘d’ 
questions on euthanasia and life after 
death 

Summative 

End of unit test from a past GCSE 
question 

Interdisciplinary 
learning 

Science links include the Big Bang 
theory and evolution. Art is 
explored through the symbolism of 
the Tree of Life and Sistine Chapel 
paintings. 

Philosophy is used to analyse 
challenges to God’s goodness 
posed by suffering. Art links include 
using Michelangelo’s Pieta to 
express beliefs about human 
suffering and devotion. 

Music is integrated through the study of 
Faure’s Requiem. Science/Biology links 
appear in discussions regarding palliative 
care, the "right to die," and the sanctity of 
life. 

Progression of 
learning 

Builds on RED Year 7 Branch 1 
(Creation and Covenant). Students 
progress from basic Genesis 
narratives to complex theological 
and scientific debates on the 
purposeful creation of human 
beings. 

Links to RED Year 9 Branch 3 
(Galilee to Jerusalem). Progression 
involves moving from foundational 
knowledge of Jesus’ life to 
evaluating the "Problem of Evil" and 
the role of conscience. 

Connects to RED Year 9 Branch 5 
(Pentecost to Apocalypse). Students 
advance from basic eschatological beliefs 
to studying the Magisterium's role in 
guiding responses to modern ethical and 
medical dilemmas. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 11 Curriculum Journey 

 Autumn Spring Summer 

Topic Title Eduqas GCSE Component 2 
Applied Catholic Christianity 

Sin and Forgiveness 

Eduqas GCSE Component 3 Study 
of World Faith 

Judaism 

Final Revision and Exams 

Key areas of focus Students consider the nature of 
criminality and the rationale for 
punishment. It explores the 
justifiability of capital punishment 
through Catholic scripture, 
historical developments, and 
modern papal teachings. 

This component explores Jewish 
identity through God's nature, the 
Abrahamic and Mosaic covenants, 
and the expression of foundational 
beliefs through communal worship, 
festivals, and daily rituals in global 
and British contexts. 

 

Subject specific 
knowledge 

Covers the difference between 
crime and sin, redemption through 
Jesus, and the seven sacraments. 
It also examines the nature of the 
Church as the "Body of Christ" and 
mission. 

Knowledge includes God as One 
(Shema), Mashiach, and Pikuach 
Nefesh. Practices cover synagogue 
features (Bimah), Shabbat, 613 
Mitzvot, dietary laws (Kosher), and 
life-cycle rituals like Brit Milah and 
Bar Mitzvah. 

 

Assessment 
(formative and 
summative 

Formatives Formatives  



Key words tests: ‘b’ questions on 
moral relativism and the nature of 
the Church. ‘c’ questions on capital 
punishment and Mary as model of 
the Church. ‘d’ questions on the 
sacraments and church buildings 

Summative 

End of unit test from a past GCSE 
question 

Key words tests. ‘b’ questions on 
resurrection and marriage. ‘c’ 
questions on Messiah and 
synagogue. ‘d’ questions on the 
afterlife and bar and bat mitzvah 

Summative 

End of unit test from a past GCSE 
question 

Interdisciplinary 
learning 

History and Sociology link through 
2011/2021 census data analysis. 
Citizenship links include evaluating 
British laws and the ethics of 
criminal penalties like retribution, 
deterrence, and rehabilitation. 

History links to the "Promised 
Land." Food Technology explores 
Kosher requirements. Literacy 
develops through Tenakh and 
Talmud study. Sociology examines 
the role of Jewish charities like 
HIAS and World Jewish Relief. 

 

Progression of 
learning 

Links to RED Year 8 Branch 6 
(Living in the Kingdom). Learning 
moves from personal morality and 
justice to understanding the global 
mission and evangelisation of the 
Church today. 

Builds on RED Year 7 Branch 1 
(Covenant) and Year 9 Branch 6 
(Dialogue). Students progress from 
retelling narratives to analyzing 
complex theological differences 
between Orthodox and Reform 
traditions and practices. 

 

Year 12 Curriculum Journey 

 Autumn Spring Summer 

Topic Title OCR A Level Religious Studies 

Philosophy of Religion and Ethics 

OCR A Level Religious Studies 

Philosophy, Ethics and 
Developments in Christian Thought 

OCR A Level Religious Studies 

Developments in Christian Thought 

Key areas of focus Foundational philosophical 
questions regarding existence and 

This study investigates human 
nature and knowledge of God 

Exploring Jesus’ identity and applying 
Christian moral principles through Dietrich 



the soul. Learners critically 
examine arguments for God and 
evaluate diverse religious and 
secular ethical systems. 

through philosophical inquiry into 
religious experience and evil. It 
addresses practical moral dilemmas 
in medical and business contexts 
alongside ultimate eschatological 
destinations. 

Bonhoeffer’s life. Learners evaluate 
sources of authority and the Church’s role 
in challenging state corruption while 
seeking social justice. 

Subject specific 
knowledge 

Students master Plato’s Forms and 
Aristotle’s four causes. They study 
the soul-body relationship, Natural 
Law’s precepts, Situation Ethics’ 
agape, Kantian duty, and 
Utilitarianism's utility for moral 
decision-making. 

Content includes William James’ 
conversion theories, Augustine’s 
views on Original Sin, and Hick’s 
soul-making. It covers euthanasia 
ethics, corporate responsibility, 
innate versus revealed knowledge 
of God, and the Parable of the 
Sheep and Goats. 

Students analyse Jesus’ authority as Son 
of God, wisdom teacher, and liberator. 
They examine Christian moral principles 
(scripture, reason, agape) alongside 
Bonhoeffer’s radical concepts of civil 
disobedience and costly grace. 

Assessment 
(formative and 
summative 

Formative 

Essay: Discuss critically the 
philosophical views presented by 
Plato in his Analogy of the Cave. 

Essay: Critically assess the view 
that natural law is of no help in 
making moral decisions. 

Essay: How convincing is Plato’s 
view that the soul is distinct from 
the body? 

Essay: How useful is situation 
ethics as a guide to moral decision 
making? 

Summative 

TIMED ESSAY: ‘Aristotle is wrong 
to think worthwhile knowledge can 
be gained through sense 
experience’. Discuss 

Formative 

Essay How persuasive are 
ontological arguments for the 
existence of God? 

Essay: ‘Conversion experiences 
present powerful evidence for the 
existence of God’. Discuss 

Discuss Augustine’s view that, 
without God’s grace, humans can 
never be morally good.   

Summative:  

TIMED ESSAY: 

‘How convincing is the claim that 
Jesus’ relationship with God was 
unique’. 

TIMED ESSAY: 

Formative 

Essay: ‘Jesus was more than a political 
liberator.’ Discuss 

Essay: "Bonhoeffer was overall not a good 
role model for Christians" Discuss. 

Summative 

Past Paper 

Mock Exams 

2 past papers 

 

 



TIMED ESSAY: Discuss critically 
the view that the existence of God 
is the best explanation for the 
existence of the universe. 

‘Humans have an innate knowledge 
of the divine’ DIscuss 

Interdisciplinary 
learning 

Learners develop transferable 
analytical skills by applying 
theories to contemporary issues 
like business ethics. The 
curriculum bridges theology with 
scientific evolution and 
psychological perspectives on the 
conscience. 

Psychology explores mystical 
states. Business Studies links to 
globalization and corporate 
responsibility. Biology connects to 
palliative care, while Citizenship 
addresses legal rights and 
restorative justice. 

This study bridges history, politics, and 
ethics. Bonhoeffer’s resistance connects 
theology with political science, while 
Jesus’ miracles and parables invite literary 
and historical-critical analysis of 
significant, ancient religious texts. 

Progression of 
learning 

Learners build on GCSE Route B, 
moving from Foundational 
(creation/evil) and Applied Catholic 
Theology (life/death) to 
sophisticated A-level critiques of 
classical philosophy, secular ethics, 
and systematic Christian though 

Building on GCSE Route B, 
students advance from 
Foundational (origins/evil) and 
Applied Catholic Theology 
(life/death) to sophisticated A-level 
critiques of classical philosophy, 
secular ethics, and systematic 
Christian thought. 

Building on GCSE Route B (Foundational 
and Applied Catholic Theology), learners 
advance from basic understandings of 
Jesus and morality to sophisticated 
critiques of authority, civil action, and 
systematic Christian thought. 

Year 13 Curriculum Journey 

 Autumn Spring Summer 

Topic Title OCR A Level Religious Studies 

Philosophy of Religion and Ethics 

OCR A Level Religious Studies 

Developments in Christian Thought 

Final Revision and Exams 

Key areas of focus The key area of focus involves 
analysing divine attributes like 
omnipotence alongside theories of 
religious language. Learners 
evaluate meta-ethical foundations 
and apply normative theories to 
sexual ethics. 

The key area of focus involves 
analysing how Christianity engages 
with pluralistic societies, secularist 
critiques from Freud and Dawkins, 
and feminist theology. It prioritizes 
evaluating social justice and gender 
roles. 

 



Subject specific 
knowledge 

Students master divine attributes, 
meta-ethical theories, and religious 
language perspectives like 
Wittgenstein’s language games. 
They contrast Aquinas’s and 
Freud’s conscience models and 
apply theories to sexual 
relationships. 

Students master theological 
positions on exclusivism, 
inclusivism, and pluralism. They 
evaluate feminist critiques of 
patriarchy (Daly/Ruether), Marxist 
views on alienation, and the role of 
orthopraxis in addressing structural 
social sin. 

 

Assessment 
(formative and 
summative 

Formative 

TIMED ESSAY: Discuss critically 
issues arising from the belief that 
God is omniscient 

TIMED ESSAY: ‘Statements such 
as “stealing is wrong” are no more 
than expressions of emotion.’ 
Discuss 

TIMED ESSAY: The only 
meaningful way in which 
statements can be made about 
God is Via Negativa. Discuss 

TIMED REVISION ESSAY: How 
convincing are William James’ 
conclusions about religious 
experience. 

TIMED ESSAY: ‘Aquinas’ 
understanding of the conscience is 
convincing.’ Discuss 

Summative 

Past paper for Mock Exams 

 

Formative 

TIMED ESSAY: To what extent can 
Wittgenstein’s theory of language 
games help to resolve the issues 
raised by religious language 

TIMED ESSAY: How convincing is 
the claim that the idea of family is 
entirely culturally determined? 

TIMED ESSAY:’ Rosemary Radford 
Ruether’s feminist theology is more 
acceptable than the thinking of 
Mary Daly.’ Discuss. 

TIMED ESSAY: To what extent are 
natural law ethics helpful in guiding 
decisions about sexual behaviour? 

Summative 

Mock Exams – 2 past papers 

 

 



Interdisciplinary 
learning 

This study bridges philosophy with 
psychology via Freud's conscience 
and linguistics through language 
games. It connects ethics to 
sociology and law by analysing 
contemporary norms regarding 
human relationships. 

This study links theology with 
sociology and politics by exploring 
gender roles and inter-faith 
dialogue. It integrates psychology 
and science through secular 
challenges to belief and Marxist 
economic theories. 

 

Progression of 
learning 

Building on GCSE Route B, 
students advance from 
Foundational (origins) and Applied 
Catholic Theology (sin/forgiveness) 
to A-level critiques of divine 
attributes, meta-ethics, and 
sophisticated psychological 
challenges to faith. 

Building on GCSE Route B 
(Foundational/Applied Catholic 
Theology), learners advance from 
themes like Origins, Sin, and 
Forgiveness to A-level academic 
critiques of secularisation, feminist 
hermeneutics, and liberationist 
approaches. 

 

 

 

  

 


