Curriculum Journey A Level Sociology Year 1

Topic Title Education Methods in Context Families and Households [Theory and Methods
Key Areas of Engage in theoretical debate; Apply research methods to  [Analyse changing family [Develop understanding of key
Focus analyse education through the |educational settings; evaluate [patterns and structures;  [sociological perspectives

core themes of socialisation,
culture and identity and social
differentiation, power and
stratification; examine
sociological explanations and
evidence; develop critical
awareness of contemporary
social change; draw synoptic
links across the course.

practical, ethical and
theoretical issues when
researching schools;
demonstrate understanding of]
how context affects choice of
method; integrate theory and
methods within exam
responses.

examine how family life
reflects broader social
change; apply
sociological perspectives
to inequality, power and
identity; develop
evaluative essay skills
and synoptic links across
the course.

(functionalism, Marxism,
feminism, action theories);
introduce debates about structure
and agency; explore concepts of
social order, power and inequality;
examine the relationship between
theory and research; begin
evaluative comparison of
consensus and conflict
approaches.




Core Knowledge
& Concepts

Functions of education; class,
gender and ethnicity differences
in achievement; internal and
external factors; labelling;
setting and streaming; pupil
subcultures; education policy;
marketisation and globalisation;
hidden curriculum; cultural
capital and habitus.

Strengths and limitations of
interviews, observations,
questionnaires, experiments
and official statistics applied
specifically to school
contexts; access, gatekeepers,
role of researcher; classroom
dynamics; power and
vulnerability in research.

Family diversity;
demographic trends
(marriage, divorce,
cohabitation, birth rates,
ageing population);
functionalist, Marxist,
feminist and personal life
perspectives; domestic
labour and gender roles;
power and inequality;
childhood and
child-centredness;
secularisation; social
policy; symmetrical and
beanpole family.

Consensus vs conflict theories;
functionalism (Durkheim,
Parsons); Marxism; feminism;
social action theory (Weber);
positivism vs interpretivism;
structuralism; ideology; social
policy; linking theory to empirical
evidence; foundations for 40-mark
evaluation.

[Assessment
(Formative &
Summative)

10-, 20-, and 30-mark essay
assessments, mocks and
end-of-topic test.

20-mark Methods in Context

essay assessments, mocks and
end-of-topic test.

10-, 20 mark essay
assessments, mocks and
end-of-topic test.

10-, 20 mark essay assessments,
mocks and end-of-topic test.




Interdisciplinary
Learning

A Level Politics (education
policy); A Level Economics
marketisation); A Level
Psychology (labelling theory)

A Level Psychology
(research in schools); A
Level Criminology
(institutional research)

A Level Psychology
(family dynamics); A
Level Politics (family
policy); Health & Social
Care

A Level Philosophy
(epistemology); A Level Politics
(ideology and power); A Level
Psychology (theoretical
perspectives)

Progression of
Learning

Develop theoretical
understanding — Apply to
inequality — Produce evaluative
essays

Apply methodological
knowledge — Develop
contextual evaluation —
Integrate with theory

Develop comparative
analysis — Strengthen
evaluation — Build
synoptic links

Build theoretical literacy —
Develop evaluative comparison
— Prepare for full Theory &
Methods in Year 2




Curriculum Journey A Level Sociology Year 2

Topic Title

Crime and Deviance

Theory and Methods

Beliefs in Society

Key Areas of Focus

Analyse patterns and trends in
crime; evaluate sociological
explanations of crime and deviance;
examine social control, punishment
and power; assess the role of
media and globalisation; explore
how crime reflects wider social
inequalities and value systems;
develop synoptic links across the
specification.

Develop in-depth understanding of
sociological theory; compare
consensus, conflict and action
approaches; examine how theories
reflect different beliefs and values
about society; evaluate debates
about objectivity, value freedom and
the role of sociology; integrate
theory with methodology;
strengthen synoptic evaluation
skills.

Analyse the role of religion, beliefs
and values in society; examine
patterns of religiosity and
secularisation; evaluate sociological
perspectives on religion and
ideology; assess fundamentalism,
globalisation and religious change;
explore how beliefs and values
shape identity, power and social
control; develop synoptic links with
theory and social change.

Core Knowledge & Concepts

Functionalism (Durkheim); strain
theory (Merton); subcultural
theories (Cohen; Cloward & Ohlin);
labelling theory (Becker); Marxism;
left and right realism; gender and
crime; ethnicity and crime; green
crime; state crime; media and
crime; globalisation; surveillance
and punishment; moral panics and
value consensus.

Functionalism; New Right; Marxism;
feminism; action theories (Weber);
modernity and postmodernity;
social constructionism; structure
and agency; science and ideology;
value freedom; sociology and social
policy; quantitative vs qualitative
debate; the influence of beliefs and
values on sociological research;
development of 40-mark evaluation
skills.

Functionalist, Marxist, feminist and
postmodern views of religion;
secularisation debate; religious
organisations (church, sect, cult,
NRMs); religion and social change;
religion, renewal and choice;
fundamentalism; globalisation; civil
religion; ideology and hegemony;
religion and inequality (class,
gender, ethnicity); the role of beliefs
and values in maintaining or
challenging social order.




Assessment (Formative & Summative)

10-, 20-, and 30-mark essay
assessments, mocks and
end-of-topic test.

10-, 20 mark essay assessments,
mocks and end-of-topic test.

10-, 20 mark essay assessments,
mocks and end-of-topic test.

Interdisciplinary Learning

A Level Criminology; A Level
Politics (justice and crime policy); A
Level Psychology (criminal
behaviour)

A Level Philosophy (epistemology
and ethics); A Level Politics
(ideology and power); A Level
Psychology (approaches and
debates)

A Level Philosophy (religion and
ethics); A Level History (religious
change); A Level Politics (ideology
and power)

Progression of Learning

Develop theoretical depth — Apply
to contemporary crime issues —
Evaluate power, inequality and
value systems — Synoptic
integration

Develop abstract theoretical
thinking — Evaluate the influence of
beliefs and values in sociology —
Master 40-mark evaluative essays

Develop comparative perspective
analysis — Apply to global contexts
— Evaluate role of beliefs and
values in social change




