Year 7 Curriculum Journey - Music

KS2 Autumn Spring Summer

What have Topic Title Musical Elements and Instruments of the Orchestra Keyboard Skills Musical Theatre

they learned

at KS2 that Key areas of » Elements of Music » Keyboard technique * Musical theatre styles

we build on at
KS3?

Pupils should
be taught to
sing and play
musically with
increasing
confidence
and control.
They should
develop an
understanding
of musical
composition,
organising
and
manipulating
ideas within
musical
structures and
reproducing
sounds from
aural memory

focus

« Listening & appraising
» Western stave notation
* Rhythm accuracy

« Pitch recognition

* Notation reading

* Instrument families

» Sound production

» Conducting skills

* Reading notation

» Staged learning approach
» Two-handed playing

* Technical control

* Musical expression

* Ensemble performance
* Orchestration

* Musical theatre styles

» Ensemble performance

* Orchestration

Subject specific
knowledge

* Definitions of rhythm, pitch, tempo, dynamics, texture,
timbre, structure

* Introduction to staff, clefs, note values, and symbols
* Musical vocabulary for appraisal

* Note values and rests

« Pitch placement on the stave

« Stepwise and interval movement

» Woodwind, brass, strings, percussion

* How sound is produced

« Pitch ranges and timbre

» Basic conducting patterns

* Treble clef notation

* Finger numbering

* Basic rhythm and pitch execution
* Treble and bass clef coordination
» Advanced fingering techniques

» Dynamics and articulation

* Role of music in storytelling

» Keyboard accompaniment

» Singing techniques and breathing control
* Ensemble balance

* Orchestration awareness

» Performance conventions




Assessment
(formative and
summative

Formative
Written test covering all taught knowledge

Ongoing formative assessment through practical and
written tasks

Summative

Written test covering all taught knowledge

Formative

Keyboard assessment based on Stage 8
of the staged keyboard booklet (short
extract)

Summative

Keyboard assessment based on Stage 12
of the staged keyboard booklet (full piece)

Formative

Keyboard performance (solo and duet) using The
Phantom of the Opera

Summative

Keyboard performance using Let It Go

Interdisciplinary
learning

* English — use of descriptive vocabulary

» Maths — counting beats and rhythmic values
» Maths — fractions and patterns

* PE - coordination and timing

* Science — sound waves and vibration

» History — development of orchestral music

» Maths — rhythmic accuracy

* PSHE — confidence building through
performance

* English — expressive interpretation

» Drama — performance skills

» Drama — character and performance
* English — narrative and lyrics
» Drama — character and performance

* English — narrative and lyrics

Progression of
learning

Establishes foundational musical language and notation
needed for all future practical and theoretical
work.Expands listening and appraising skills while
developing understanding of ensemble roles.

Introduces instrumental performance and
practical application of theoretical
knowledge.Develops fluency,
independence, and expressive control on
an instrument.

Applies instrumental and theoretical skills within a
real-world musical context. Culmination of
keyboard, ensemble, and performance skills in a
polished final outcome.




Year 8 Curriculum Journey - Music

KS2 Autumn Spring Summer

What have Topic Title Music History Blues Music Film Music

they learned

at KS2 that Key areas of Elements of Music Western stave notation, 12-bar blues, blues scale, blue notes, Leitmotifs, tonality, emotions in music, composers,

we build on at
KS3?

Pupils should
be taught to
sing and play
musically with
increasing
confidence
and control.
They should
develop an
understanding
of musical
composition,
organising
and
manipulating
ideas within
musical
structures and
reproducing
sounds from
aural memory

focus

listening skills, keyboard technique, rhythm &
pitch, chord playing.

Elements of Music, hooks and riffs, verse/chorus
structure, listening skills, chord playing.

performance skills, rhythm & pitch.

Improvisation, vamping, compositional skills,
performance confidence

listening and appraising skills

Character creation, leitmotif composition,
keyboard skills, two-handed playing

Subject specific

Understanding Classical musical style, notation

Understanding harmonic progressions, blues

Understanding how music supports narrative, use

knowledge reading, fingering techniques, background tonality, chordal accompaniment, melody playing | of key signatures, thematic development,
historical context, use of ostinato patterns. techniques. Elements of Music in film scores.
Knowledge of Jazz and Pop musical Application of blues scale, flattened notes, Compositional techniques, thematic writing,
conventions, song structures, stylistic improvisation techniques, development of musical storytelling, application of tonality and
characteristics, rhythmic patterns. musical ideas within 12-bar structure structure.

Assessment Formative: Keyboard assessment based on Formative: Individual keyboard performance Formative: Written appraisal assessment

(formative and Claire De Lune based on In The Mood — Glenn Miller

summative

Summative: Keyboard performance of
Octopus’s Garden — The Beatles

Summative: Improvised keyboard performance
using 12-bar blues

Summative: Composition of original leitmotif
representing a character

Interdisciplinary
learning

History — historical periods and cultural context
Maths — rhythm values and patterns

Literacy — musical terminology

History — development of popular music
English — song structure and lyrics

Media Studies — popular culture

History — African American musical heritage
Geography — cultural origins

Maths — chord patterns and structure
Creativity — improvisation techniques
Drama — expressive performance

Maths — pattern recognition

Media Studies — film analysis
English — narrative and character
Drama — emotional expression
Media/Film — soundtrack creation

Art & Design — character development

Progression of
learning

Introduction to notation and keyboard
performance skills. Students develop
foundational music literacy and technical control
needed for later performance units. Builds on

Moves students from reproduction of music to
stylistic performance and harmonic
understanding.

Culmination of learning: students integrate
performance, theory, listening and creativity into
independent composition.




notation skills and introduces stylistic awareness,
ensemble understanding and structural listening.

Students transition from performer to creator,
applying theoretical knowledge creatively
through improvisation.

Develops analytical listening and critical thinking,
preparing students for composition work




Year 9 Curriculum Journey - Music

KS2 Autumn Spring Summer

What have Topic Title Popular Music Composition for Film and TV Fusion and Performance Skills

they learned

at KS2 that Key areas of Listening and appraising skills; development of Introduction to composition; music for narrative; Cultural awareness; global music traditions;

we build on at
KS3?

Pupils should
be taught to
sing and play
musically with
increasing
confidence
and control.
They should
develop an
understandin
g of musical
composition,
organising
and
manipulating
ideas within
musical
structures
and
reproducing
sounds from
aural memory

focus

Popular Music; musical structure.

Advanced appraising; stylistic comparison; music
technology; song analysis.

emotional communication.

Extended composition; thematic development;
refining musical ideas.

rhythmic understanding.

Instrumental technique; expressive performance;
audience awareness

Subject specific

Elements of Music; Western stave notation;

Leitmotifs; repetition; imagery; audience

World Music traditions; Irish Film Music; Celtic

knowledge hooks and riffs; verse—chorus structure; major engagement; tonal planning; introductions, music characteristics; Indian rhythmic structures;
and minor tonality; historical development of climaxes and endings; role of film composers. rhythm and pitch relationships; cultural
Popular Music genres. background context.
Leitmotifs; repetition; imagery; audience
Melisma and syllabic lyric setting; popular music engagement; tonal planning; introductions, Accuracy, fluency and expression; keyboard
production techniques; tonality; song form; climaxes and endings; role of film composers technique; two-handed coordination; rhythm and
performance conventions; detailed study of Hold pitch accuracy; performance preparation
The Line by Toto. strateqies.
Assessment Formative: Written appraising assessment on Formative: Composition project — Film scenes Formative: Written assessment on Fusion and
(formative and | Music History (1950s—-1970s) 1-3 World Music
summative

Summative: Written appraising assessment
covering 1950s—2010s and set work analysis

Formative: Full film composition assessed
across scenes 1-6

Summative: Performance assessment on
keyboard or chosen instrument

Interdisciplinary
learning

History (post-war culture, social change)
English (analytical writing)

Media Studies (popular culture)

History (technological development)

ICT (music technology)

English (extended written responses)

Media Studies (film narrative)

Drama (character and emotion)

ICT (DAWSs and sequencing software)
Media Studies (film narrative)

Drama (character and emotion)

ICT (DAWSs and sequencing software)

Geography (global cultures)
History (traditions and heritage)
Citizenship (cultural understanding)
PE (performance discipline)

Drama (stage presence)

Personal Development (confidence and
resilience)




Progression of
learning

Introduction to analytical listening, music
vocabulary and structural understanding
preparing students for deeper stylistic analysis.

Builds analytical independence and prepares
students for GCSE-style listening and appraisal
expectations.

Students move from analysis to creative
application of musical elements through guided
composition.

Deepens compositional independence,
encouraging sustained creative work and
refinement skills.

Broadens musical understanding beyond
Western traditions and strengthens rhythmic
literacy.

Culmination of practical learning — students
demonstrate technical control, interpretation and
performance confidence




Year 10 Curriculum Journey - Music

KS2 Autumn Spring Summer
What have Topic Title ASO1 - Classical and ‘Badinere’ by Bach AOS 2 - Ensemble Music and Free ASO3 - Film Music and Performance Skills
they learned Compositional Skills
at KS2 that
we build on | Key areas of + Elements of Music » Chamber ensembles * Leitmotifs
at KS3? focus
* Musical structure * Musical theatre * Music and emotion
Pupils ) ] )
should be * Texture & ostinato » Jazz & Blues * Tonality & key signatures
taught to o , , . . .
sing and * Listening & appraisal skills * Vocal types & orchestration « Listening & essay technique
play . : . i . i
musically Western notation Texture & sonority Band skills
. . + Set work analysis * Free composition * Ensemble rehearsa
with Set work analysi F it Ensemble rehearsal
increasing
confidence « Structure (Binary Form) « Structure & genre » Technical accuracy
and control.
They should ; ; ;
* Melody & harmon * Tonality & rhythm » Expression & audience engagement
develop an y y y y P 989
understandi « Texture & rhythm « Instrumentation choices
ng of
musical « Instrumentation
composition
» 0rganising | gypject specific | « Baroque, Classical & Romantic musical characteristics | * Roles within ensembles « Film scoring techniques
and _ _ knowledge
m%nlpulatln « Key signatures & tonality « Colour tone and balance + Use of rhythm & pitch for narrative meaning
g ideas
within « Figured bass conventions * Rhythm section functions » Composer conventions
musical
structures + Chamber music traditions + 12-bar blues harmony « Elements of Music applied to media
and

reproducing
sounds from
aural
memory

» Structural forms

* Baroque stylistic features

» Cadences and chordal patterns

» Ornamentation techniques

* Orchestration of Baroque ensembles

» Musical terminology for analysis

* Instrumental and vocal ranges
* Time signatures

* Musical forms

* Developing motifs

» Compositional techniques

» Use of notation or DAWs

Performance conventions
* Ensemble communication
* Fluency & technical control

* Musical interpretation




Assessment
(formative and
summative

Formative: Written exam questions covering Classical
Music (36 marks)

Summative: Written exam questions based on
Badinerie

Formative: Written exam questions (36
marks)

Summative Coursework: Practice Free
Composition assessed using exam criteria

Formative: Exam-style listening assessment and
essay question

Mock Ensemble Assessment preparing for
official Year 11 performance and Mock Exam.

Interdisciplinary
learning

* History — historical periods & cultural context
» Maths — rhythm, metre & patterns

« Literacy — analytical writing

* History — Baroque era society

* Literacy — extended analytical responses

* Performing Arts — interpretation of style

* Drama — Musical theatre performance
* Cultural Studies — origins of Jazz & Blues
* PSHE - collaboration & teamwork

* ICT — music technology & sequencing
software

* Maths — rhythmic organisation

« Literacy — reflective evaluation writing

* Media Studies — film narrative & storytelling
* English — essay structure

» Psychology — emotional response to sound
» Drama — stage presence

* PE - coordination & practice discipline

* PSHE - collaboration & confidence

Progression of
learning

Builds foundation listening and analytical skills required
for all Areas of Study and prepares students for detailed
set work analysis.

Deepens analytical listening, applying foundational
Classical knowledge to a detailed case study. Develops
exam precision and musical vocabulary.

Expands stylistic awareness beyond
Classical music and strengthens
understanding of ensemble interaction
leading into performance coursework.

Moves learning from analysis to creation.
Students apply theoretical understanding
independently in preparation for Year 11
coursework submission.

Develops higher-level evaluative and
essay-writing skills required for extended exam
responses and unfamiliar listening analysis.

Consolidates musical understanding through
performance application, preparing students for
final GCSE Ensemble Performance assessment.




Year 11 Curriculum Journey - Music

KS2 Autumn Spring Summer
What have Topic Title Coursework Completion and Ensemble Performance AOS4 - Popular Music and Exam Unit Recap
they learned Africa by Toto
at KS2 that
we build on Key areas of Set Composition Introduction, Time Signatures, Tonality, Genres and Styles, Elements of Music, Background Recap all domains of
at KS3? focus Structure, Instrumentation and Orchestration, Pitch and Rhythm. Context, Structure (Binary), knowledge and key concepts;
Texture, Rhythm, Metre and practice exam questions.

Pupils should Band Skills, Elements of Music, Accuracy, Fluency, Technical Control, Expression, | Tempo, Melody, Harmony,
be taught to Audience Engagement, Ensemble Skills. Cadences, Chordal Patterns,

\ Instrumentation and
sing and play Orchestration.
musically
Y‘”th . Subject specific | Understanding compositional techniques, musical notation, harmonic and melodic | Analytical listening, harmonic Consolidation of music theory,
Increasing knowledge writing, arranging for instruments, stylistic conventions. analysis, structural analysis, composition, and performance
confidence music history/context, score knowledge; reinforcement of
and control. Ensemble performance techniques, timing, tuning, articulation, dynamics, reading, transcription. key terminology and
They should communication, group coordination. techniques.
develop an
understandin | Assessment Coursework: Submission of completed composition demonstrating structure, Summative Assessment: Practice and formative
g of musical (formative and tonality, instrumentation, and rhythm Written exam questions assessments: Multiple
composition, | summative analyzing ‘Africa’ by Toto exam-style questions across all
organising Coursework: Completed ensemble performance demonstrating technical control, areas
and fluency, expression, and audience engagement
manipulating
ideas within Interdisciplinary | Mathematics (rhythmic patterns and time signatures) History (1980s music context) Literacy (analytical writing),
musical learning
structures History/Geography (cultural contexts of musical styles) Geography (cultural influences) ICT (digital revision tools)
and

reproducing
sounds from
aural
memory

Technology (music software for composition)
Drama/Performing Arts (stage presence, expression)
Physical Education (coordination, stamina)

Technology (recording and playback for self-assessment)

Technology (music production
techniques)

Cross-curricular knowledge
from prior units

Progression of
learning

Builds on foundational knowledge of music theory; prepares for independent
composition; develops creativity and technical skill.

Develops collaborative and performance skills; reinforces theoretical knowledge
through practical application; prepares for formal performance settings.

Progresses analytical listening
and understanding of musical
form; reinforces theory and
contextual knowledge; develops
exam skills.

Solidifies learning across all
units; prepares students for
summative exams; identifies
and addresses gaps in
understanding.







