
Year 7 Curriculum Journey 

KS2   Autumn  Spring  Summer  

What have they 
learned at KS2 
that we build on 
at KS3? 

Being able to 
improvise, learn, 
develop and 
perform a 
character in a 
piece of theatre. 
Being able to use 
props and 
costumes to 
enhance 
performance. 
Pupils may be 
able to discuss 
the different 
aspects of 
characters and 
emotions through 
performance. 

Topic Title Ghosts, Myths and Legends  The Highway Man  Pied Piper 

Key areas of 
focus 

Devising 

Theatrical conventions 

Using research to make a believable character 

Evaluation. 

Transferring a script from page to stage 

How to bring a character to life 

Blocking 

Disciplined rehearsal 

Refining script/ action. 

Story telling from stimulus 

Devised piece from stimulus 

Basic theatre conventions 

Speaking clearly and loudly 

Creating character using voice and movement 

Subject specific 
knowledge 

 Character profile 

Combining vocal, physical and facial skills to 
create a believable character 

Group work 

Self/ Peer assessment 

 Group work 

Understanding a script 

Learning lines 

 Working as a group 

Creating a narrative  Beginning, middle, end) 

Vocal skills (projection/ diction/ tone/ pitch/ accent) 

Body posture/ gesture 

Assessment 
(formative and 
summative 

Formative - Macbeth Witches Spell. 

Summative - ‘Night at the Museum’ Devised 
piece. 

Formative Script writing 

Summative Script performance  

Formative - ‘Over the Garden Wall’ Devised piece. 

Summative - ‘Advert’ revised piece. 

Interdisciplinary 
learning 

 Research - Time period of character 

English - Choice of lexicon/ voice and tone 

PSHE - Understanding rights/ Moral dilemmas 

 History - Set in Georgian England 

Literature - Classic poetry 

Geography - How the remote setting of the poem 
affects the action   

Art - Romantic imagery 

Psychology - questioning the characters motives 

Spiritual - Analysing moral choices 

 English - Classic literature (Legends) 

History - Medieval Europe 

PSHE - Consequences of broken promises 

Moral responsibility 



Progression of 
learning 

Pupils in Year 7, are introduced to drama techniques and the formation of character building through drama strategies. Pupils begin to develop their 
performance skills, being able to use direction and work with others effectively. Basic performance/drama knowledge and skills as well as basic 
storytelling skills through the use of drama are also explored. All of these skills will be built upon throughout Year 8 and Year 9. 

 Progression of 
learning 

Develops cultural awareness of Shakespeare 
and Historical Characters. Pupils develop 
good basic skills in theatre skills, voice, 
physical, facial. 

Builds on performance skills from Term 1. 
Introduces script skills and continues to develop 
group work skills.  
 

Consolidates learning from the year by combining  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Year 8 Curriculum Journey 

  Autumn  Spring  Summer  

Topic Title Theatre of the Gods Shakespeare Script work 

Key areas of 
focus 

Origins of drama in Ancient Greece​
Theatre as worship and community experience​
Use of masks, chorus and unison movement​
Physical and vocal exaggeration 

Shakespearean theatre conventions​
Accessibility and relevance of Shakespeare today​
Understanding performance spaces (Globe Theatre)​
Character and language exploration 

Scripted performance skills​
Character relationships and objectives​
Understanding staging types​
Use of production elements 

Subject specific 
knowledge 

Conventions of Greek Theatre 

Role and function of the Greek Chorus 

Vocal skills: pace, pause, choral speaking, status 

Physical skills: exaggeration, unison, spatial awareness 

Historical and social context of Greek Theatre 

Shakespearean context (social and historical) 

Iambic pentameter and enjambment 

Vocal technique and breath control 

Stage fighting basics 

Characterisation and subtext 

Stanislavski (introductory concepts) 

Creating believable, 3-dimensional characters 

Subtext and motivation 

Types of staging (thrust, proscenium, in-the-round, 
traverse) 

Self and peer evaluation 

Assessment 
(formative and 
summative 

Formative Choral speaking prologue performance/ 
Summative Antigone scripted performances  

Formative Romeo and Juliet prologue performance/ 
Summative Romeo and Juliet scripted performances 

Formative: Performance of script/ Summative; 
Performance of script 

Interdisciplinary 
learning 

History: Ancient Greek society, religion and culture 

Literacy: interpreting classical texts (Antigone) 

Spiritual, moral and cultural development:  community, 
belief systems, collective identity 

English: Shakespeare texts and language analysis 

History: Elizabethan society and theatre 

Cultural capital: exposure to RSC and professional 
productions 

Literacy: script reading and interpretation 

PSHE: empathy, relationships, emotional literacy 

Design & Technology: set and staging concepts 

Progression of 
learning 

Builds on Year 7 devising and storytelling skills by introducing theatre history and genre. Develops confidence in ensemble performance and structured characterisation. Their 
practical skills and confidence in the rehearsal space will develop and pupils will be expected to learn new performance skills as well as some directing.  

Progression of 
learning 

Develops genre awareness and ensemble discipline. 
Pupils develop their use of choral speaking. 

Builds on the performance skills from the Greek theatre 
and introduces the exploration of blank verse and Iambic 
pentametre. Prepares students for GCSE-style text 
exploration. 

Consolidates learning from the year by combining 
context, character, voice and movement. Bridges KS3 
to KS4 by introducing realist acting techniques and 
evaluative skills. 

 



Year 9 Curriculum journey 

  Autumn  Spring  Summer  

Topic Title Stanislavski Brecht/Verbatim Physical theatre 

Key areas of focus Naturalism; method acting; The System Epic theatre, theatre for social change Physical storytelling; practitioner study 

Subject specific 
knowledge 

Knowledge of Stanislavski and the context 
surrounding The System.  

Emotion memory; Units & objectives; Magic if; 
circles of attention; Through line of action. 
Performance analysis 

Line learning and character development 

Theatrical and political context. Modern 
interpretations and practitioners. 

Alienation; gestus; narration; placards; mime, 
historical context 

Devising 

Frantic Assembly; chair duets; mirror work;round by 
through, learning to fly  

Research portfolio 

Body as a prop 

Assessment 
(formative and 
summative 

Formative: Performance of script/ Summative; 
Performance of script 

Formative: Creative response to stimulus  
Summative: Performance spotlight  

Formative: Chair Duets. 

Summative: Devised piece 

Interdisciplinary 
learning 

Psychology (emotion) 

English Literacy/ Language: Understanding scripts 
and techniques. 

PSHE: Understanding others lives and social 
difficulties. 

History: Dependency of script choice. 

History: Knowledge of WW2 and Nazi Germany 

Music: Performance 

English: Script writing/, stage directions, format of 
written work 

Art: Placards 

 

PE; Movement skills 

English: Narrative and storytelling skills. 

PSHE: Understanding others around us. 

Progression of 
learning 

Pupils in Year 9, will be expected to apply the skills and knowledge learnt in year seven and eight to their performance and analytical work. Pupils will continue to 
develop their performance skills, be able to comment and analyse performance at a basic level, and to use some technical aspects of the rehearsal space.  

Progression of 
learning 

Introduces theoretical framework and analytical 
writing 

Develops contrast in performance styles and critical 
comparison 

Expands physical expression and independent 
research 

 

 



Year 10 Curriculum journey Drama 

  Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Topic Title Course introduction  Mock Unit 1 Introduction to noughts 
and crosses set text 

Introduction to Stimulus Actual GCSE Actual GCSE 

Key areas of 
focus 

Introduction to course, 
breakdown, initial 
assessments, presentations, 
UNIT 1,2,3 whirlwind 
overview 

Research into practitioners: 
Practitioners—Brecht, 
Stanislavsky, TIE MOCK 
UNIT 1 (based on previous 
years GCSE context) Devise 
a piece of theatre based on a 
given stimuli and practitioner 

Practical Introduction to 
Scripted Drama Work 

(Using the Sabrina 
Mahfouz/Pilot Theatre version 
of Noughts & Crosses) 

Pupils will explore the script 
through: 

Experiments in reading the 
text, focusing on vocal tone, 
pace, eye contact, and 
proxemics 

Practical experiments with the 
four types of staging applied 
to selected sections of the 
play 

Development of detailed 
character biographies for the 
main characters 

Introduction to the Stimulus 
and Initial Ideas 

Organise pupils into groups 
and introduce the 
requirements of the devising 
process/component. 

Research into the stimulus 
(including its origins, source, 
and social/historical context). 

Exploration of the stimulus: 
Create mind maps of initial 
ideas. 

Further practical exploration 
of the stimulus. 

Devise a piece of theatre 
based on a given stimuli and 
practitioner  

Final research  Performance  

Production  

Evaluation  

Portfolio  

Performance in July  

Final research  Performance  

Production  

 Evaluation  

 Portfolio  

Subject specific 
knowledge 

Practitioners - Brecht, 
Stanislavski and Physical 
Theatre  Stimuli   

Duologues  Confidence 
building  

Focus  Adaptive drama – TIE   

Drama techniques  Rehearsal 
techniques  

Practitioners - Brecht, 
Stanislavski and Physical 
Theatre  

Scripts  

Stage Directions 
Sound/Lighting  Directing  

Devising  

Research into symbolic 
delivery 

Skills in interpreting text,  

performance techniques,  

staging, and character 
development.  

Links to themes of racism, 
inequality, privilege, identity, 
love, and resistance in a 
dystopian society  

Ensemble-building and group 
dynamics skills 

Understanding 
assessment/devising criteria 

Communication and 
negotiation within a 
collaborative team 

Understanding social, 
historical, and cultural context 

Characterisation  

Physical theatre  

Script cutting  

Duologues  

Artistic Intentions Character 
motivation  

Hot seating  

Practitioners 

Rehearsal and performance 

All previous subject 
knowledge included in order 
to produce the final 
performance to a live studio 
audience. 



Practical exploration methods 
(e.g., improvisation, still 
images, hot-seating, 
role-on-the-wall, 
soundscapes, movement 
work) 

Role on the wall Performance 
from given stimuli 

Lighting and sound. 

Costumes and props 

Assessment 
(formative and 
summative 

 Summative: Exam/Live 
theatre/ Drama Knowledge 
questions each lesson. Final 
assessment of practical work 
based on acquisition and 
application of new skills 

Practical performances of 
extracts,  

live theatre evaluation, and 
Component 3 Exam 
Questions  

 

Formative: Creative response 
to stimulus ( Checking 
research and initial ideas ) 

Summative: Performance 
spotlight  

Summative: Performance 
spotlight every two weeks. 
Unit 1 actual GCSE 
performance dress rehearsal 

Summative: Dress Rehearsal, 
technical run. Unit 1 actual 
GCSE performance   

Interdisciplinary 
learning 

History/Personal Development/RE: Links to the stimulus and devising through given evidence  

English: Script writing/, stage directions, format of written work  

Music: Performance  

Computing: Using lighting and sound effects  

English: Blood Brothers in Unit 2 performance Essay writing skills and analysis 

Progression of 
learning 

Pupils will be able to use the 
skills and knowledge learnt in 
KS3 and apply them to both 
practical and theory tasks..  

 
Pupils will continue to 
implement and develop a vast 
range of drama techniques 
and disciplines. Pupils will 
use the knowledge from KS3 
and research knowledge from 
Autumn 1 to produce mini 
performances and workshops 
based on prominent 
practitioners/ theatre types.. 

 
Pupils will use knowledge 
from both KS3 and Autumn 1 
to develop their drama 
knowledge for their mock Unit 
1 this term. Pupils will be able 
to devise from a given stimuli 
and implement the knowledge 
of practitioner techniques in 
order to produce a finished 
performance.  

 
Pupils will use knowledge 
from Autumn term and KS2 to 
develop and research a 
character and refine the 
development and back story 
of the character in order to 
complete their mock Unit 2.  

 
Pupils will be able to apply 
their knowledge learnt in term 
one and two and throughout 
their drama in KS2 to begin to 
develop their final Unit 1 
performance, devising, 
rehearsing and producing a 
performance, portfolio and 
evaluation.  

 
Pupils will be able to apply 
their knowledge learnt 
throughout their drama in 
KS2 and KS3 to perform their 
final Unit 1 performance, to 
devise from a given stimuli, to 
rehearse as a group and to 
perform their final piece. 

 

 

 

 

 



Year 11 Curriculum journey Drama 

  Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 

Topic Title Unit 1 - Portfolio and Evaluation Unit 1 - Portfolio of Evidence Unit 2- Rehearsal Unit 2 - Performance to Visiting 
Examiner 

Unit 3 - Exam 

Key areas of 
focus 

Students will start their written work 
for Component 1, which relates to 
their final performance in Summer 
Term 2 of Year 10. 

Pupils will begin work on the three 
sections of their portfolio. 

 

Pupils will complete their written 
portfolio and evaluation for the 
component, analysing their 
performance, integrating the work 
of their chosen practitioner, and 
detailing any refinements made 
during the process. 

 

Scripted performance – duologues 
Focus on revision in preparation for 
GCSE exam – (written) based on a 
set text and live performance. All 
content will have been covered 
throughout the GCSE course: 
recall, retrieval and the ability to use 
knowledge and apply to exam style 
questions will be a main focus 
during Spring 2 and Summer 1 

Scripted performance – duologues 
Artistic Intentions written piece – 
outlining the character intention and 
motivation in the performance 
Focus on revision in preparation for 
GCSE exam – written based on a 
set text and live performance. All 
content will have been covered 
throughout the GCSE course: 
recall, retrieval and the ability to use 
knowledge and apply to exam style 
questions will be a main focus 
Spring 2 and Summer 1. 

Focus on revision in preparation for 
GCSE exam – (written) based on a 
set text and live performance. All 
content will have been covered 
throughout the GCSE course: 
recall, retrieval and the ability to use 
knowledge and apply to exam style 
questions will be a main focus 
during Summer 1. 

Subject specific 
knowledge 

Portfolio evidence  

Various practitioners 

Stimulus 

Refinement 

Performance techniques and 
characterisation  

Portfolio evidence  

Practitioner 

Stimulus  

Refinement 

Performance techniques and 
characterisation  

Evaluation of the final performance 
as an individual and as a group  

 

Performance from a chosen script 
(pupil choice) Characterisation and 
character intention Sectioning and 
direction Lighting and sound 
Atmospheric Intention Rehearsal 
progression 

Performance from a chosen script 
(pupil choice) Characterisation and 
character intention Sectioning and 
direction Lighting and sound 
Atmospheric Intention. Performing 
to an audience  

Analysis of a script (Noughts and 
Crosses) as an actor, technician, 
director Understanding reviewing 
theatre and the implications of the 
directors intention towards an 
audience Practitioner involvement 
within the piece 

Assessment 
(formative and 
summative 

Formative: Ongoing assessment of 
written work based on acquisition 
and application of skills and 
knowledge Ongoing assessment of 
practical evaluation 

Formative: Ongoing assessment of 
written work based on acquisition 
and application of skills and 
knowledge Ongoing assessment of 
practical evaluation Quizzes based 
on set text for Unit 3.  

Summative:Final marking and 
submission of Unit 1 

Formative: Ongoing assessment of 
written work based on acquisition 
and application of skills and 
knowledge Ongoing assessment of 
practical evaluation. Quizzes based 
on set text for Unit 3. Summative:: 
Final marking and submission of 
Unit 1. 

Formative: Quizzes, mini 
performances and exam style 
questions each lesson. Summative: 
Final marking and submission of 
Unit 2  

Formative: Quizzes and exam style 
questions each lesson.  



Interdisciplinary 
learning 

History/Personal Development/RE: Links to the stimulus and devising through given evidence English: Script writing/stage directions, format of written work Music: Performance Computing: 
Using lighting and sound effects English – essay writing skills and analysis Blood Brothers in Unit 2 performance 

Progression of 
learning 

Pupils apply KS3 skills to 
practical/theory tasks. Develop 
drama techniques/disciplines. 
Research key practitioners/theatre 
types. Produce mini 
performances/workshops based on 
practitioners/genres. Begin Unit 1 – 
Portfolio and Evaluation (early 
research, idea development, initial 
portfolio evidence/logs for 
devising). 

 

Use KS3 + Autumn 1 knowledge for 
mock Unit 1 (devising from 
stimulus, applying practitioner 
techniques to create finished 
performance). Build Unit 1 – 
Portfolio of Evidence (document 
process, influences, development). 
Focus on analysis/evaluation skills. 

 

Apply Autumn knowledge + prior 
skills to research/develop/refine a 
character (backstory, motivation). 
Complete mock Unit 2 (scripted 
performance elements, rehearsal 
logs). Intensive Unit 2 – Rehearsal 
(workshops on extracts, skill 
refinement for Component 2 prep). 

 

Apply all prior knowledge (KS3/KS2 
+ terms 1–2) to develop final Unit 1 
(devising from stimulus, rehearsing 
group piece, producing 
performance + portfolio + 
evaluation). Continue Unit 2 – 
Rehearsal (polish scripted extracts 
for Component 2). 

 

Apply full course knowledge to 
perform final Unit 1 (devised piece 
from stimulus, group 
rehearsal/performance, portfolio 
submission). Perform Unit 2 – 
Performance to Visiting Examiner 
(scripted extracts assessed live by 
external examiner). Complete Unit 
3 – Exam (written exam on set 
text/live theatre). Finalise any 
evaluation/portfolio elements for 
moderation. 

 

 


