
Curriculum Journey A Level Criminology Year 1 

Topic Title Changing Awareness of Crime (Unit 1) Criminological Theories (Unit 2) 

Key Areas 
of Focus 

Develop understanding of different types of crime and how 
crime is reported; examine the role of the media in shaping 
public perceptions; analyse campaigns for change and their 
impact on policy; build evaluative skills through case studies; 
develop research and analysis skills for controlled assessment. 

Understand the social construction of criminality; examine 
biological, individualistic and sociological explanations of crime; 
evaluate strengths and limitations of theories; apply theories to 
case studies and scenarios; develop extended exam response 
skills. 

Core 
Knowledge 
& Concepts 

Types of crime (white collar, moral crime, state crime, 
technological crime, hate crime, honour crime and domestic 
abuse); Reasons why crime goes unreported (ripple effect, 
cultural consequences, police prioritisation, unrecorded crime, 
cultural change, legal change, procedural change, 
decriminalisation); consequences of unreported crime; Media 
representation of crime; Impact of media representations of 
crime (moral panic, changing public concerns, changing 
priorities, levels of response to crime and types of punishment, 
stereotyping of criminals, perception of crime trends);evaluate 
methods of collecting statistics about crime (CSEW and Home 
Office statistics); Campaigns for change and policy reform 
(types of change, effectiveness, planning and evaluating a 
campaign).  

Social construction of crime (legal and deviant definition); 
biological theories (e.g. Lombroso, genetics, brain injuries); 
individualistic theories (e.g. Freud's Psychodynamic Theory, 
Learning theories e.g. Bandura and Sutherland, Cognitive 
theories e.g. Yochelson & Samenow, Psychological Theories 
e.g. Eysenck); sociological theories (functionalism, strain theory, 
subcultural theory, labelling theory, marxism, Left and Right 
realism); policy implications and development.  



Assessment 
(Formative 
& 
Summative) 

Controlled Assessment (internally assessed, externally 
moderated); research tasks; case study analysis; campaign 
planning and designing.  

External written examination; 8, 12 and extended response 
questions; application and evaluation practice; mock 
examinations; retrieval practice. 

Interdiscipli
nary 
Learning 

A Level Psychology (media influence, social influence); A Level 
Sociology (moral panics, social construction); English 
(persuasive writing, media analysis); Citizenship/Politics (policy 
change and campaigning). 

A Level Psychology (biological and learning theories); A Level 
Sociology (labelling, Marxism, functionalism); Biology (genetics, 
brain function); Law (policy responses to crime). 

Progression 
of Learning 

Develop knowledge of crime types → Analyse media influence 
→ Evaluate campaigns → Plan and justify own campaign → 
Complete controlled assessment. 

Understand social construction → Learn individual theories → 
Develop sociological evaluation → Apply to scenarios → 
Evaluate policy effectiveness → Prepare for external exam. 

 

 

 

 

 



Curriculum Journey A Level Criminology Year 2 

Topic Title Crime Scene to Courtroom (Unit 3) Crime and Punishment (Unit 4) 

Key Areas of 
Focus 

Develop understanding of the criminal justice process from 
crime scene to courtroom; examine roles of personnel involved 
in investigations; evaluate the use of forensic techniques; 
understand rules of evidence and court procedures; apply 
knowledge to case study scenarios; build analytical exam skills. 

Develop understanding of the aims of punishment and social 
control; examine agencies involved in social control; evaluate 
effectiveness of different forms of punishment; analyse models 
of criminal justice; apply theories to reduce criminality; develop 
evaluative and synoptic skills for extended responses. 

Core 
Knowledge 
& Concepts 

Investigation and Evidence; Personnel Roles & Effectiveness; 
INvestigative Techniques (Forensics, profiling, surveillance, 
interviewing); Evidence Processing; Rights of Individuals; 
Prosecution and Trial Process (Crown Prosecution Service, 
Pre-Trial Mattes, Court Structure and Personnel, Rule of 
Evidence, Lay People in Court); Case Evaluation and Verdicts 
(Validity of information, Miscarriage of Justice, Conclusion 
Drawing); Essential Case studies e.g. Amnda Knox, Sally 
Clark, Colin Stagg, Damilola Taylor and Barry George.  

Understanding the Criminal Justice System in England and 
Wales (Parliamentary and Judicial Law-making); Organisation 
of the Criminal Justice System; Models of Criminal Justice 
(Crime control Model and Due Process Model); Understanding 
the role of punishment, internal and external social control, 
aims of punishment and effectiveness (retribution, deterrence, 
rehabilitation, public protection, reparation); Forms of 
Punishment (Imprisonments, community sentences, fines and 
discharges); Understand Measures Used in Social Control and 
their effectiveness.  



Assessment 
(Formative & 
Summative) 

Controlled Assessment (internally assessed, externally 
moderated); supervised written study based on a case study 
scenario.  

External written examination; extended evaluative questions; 
application to policy scenarios; mock examinations; retrieval 
practice and exam technique focus. 

Interdisciplin
ary Learning 

Law (court procedures, rules of evidence); Biology (DNA and 
forensic science); Psychology (eyewitness testimony, memory); 
ICT (digital forensics). 

Sociology (social control, punishment theory); Psychology 
(behaviour change, rehabilitation); Law (sentencing and justice 
models); Citizenship/Politics (policy and crime reduction 
strategies). 

Progression 
of Learning 

Understand crime scene processes → Examine forensic 
evidence → Analyse court procedures → Evaluate evidence 
reliability → Apply to scenarios → Prepare for external exam. 

Understand aims of punishment → Examine social control 
agencies → Evaluate effectiveness → Apply justice models → 
Propose strategies to reduce crime → Prepare for external 
exam. 

 


