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TERM DATES

SEPTEMBER 2025 - JULY 2026

AUTUMN TERM

Starts: Wednesday 3™ September — Year 7 & 11 only, Thursday 4" September 2025 — Whole
school

Ends: Friday 19"" December 2025 at 13:15

Half Term: Monday 27" October — Monday 3 November 2025 (inclusive)

INSET DAYS: Monday 1%t & Tuesday 2"¢ September, Monday 3 November, Friday 5t
December 2025

LENT TERM

Starts: Tuesday 6% January 2026

Ends: Friday 27" March 2026 at 13:15

Half Term: Friday 13" February — Monday 23 February 2026 (inclusive)
INSET DAYS: Friday 13" & Monday 23" February 2026

SUMMER TERM

Starts: Monday 13" April 2026

Ends: Friday 17" July 2026 at 13:15

Half Term: Monday 25" May — Friday 29" May 2026 (inclusive)
Closed: Monday 4" May 2026 (May Bank Holiday)

INSET DAYS: Monday 20" July 2026

Please note that, without exception, students should NOT take any holidays at all during term
time. Due to changes in legislation the academy is unable to authorise any term time holidays.
Headteachers’ are only permitted to authorise absence during term time in exceptional
circumstances. We still strongly recommend that no term time holidays are taken.

A-level courses are very challenging and relatively short in length as students sit exams in
May/ June. Some Level 3 courses have exams in January. Students with low levels of
attendance will not be able to meet the challenges of Sixth Form studies.
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WELCOME

Welcome to St. Mary’s Sixth Form!! We hope all our Sixth Form students have an enjoyable
and profitable time with us, taking advantage of all the opportunities we have to offer, not
least meeting new people and experiencing new challenges. Even if you’ve already been a
student at the academy, expect the Sixth Form to be different!

It is universally accepted that there is a big jump between the demands of GCSE and A-level,
not just academically, but also in terms of time management and study skills. We hope that
you will rise to these challenges and access support if you need it to make the transition
successful.

Successful students tend to be organised with their notes, home learning, time management
skills and find opportunities to read widely around their subject, beyond the syllabus. Each of
your subject teachers can guide and advise you, and your form tutor is always available to ask
for help.

The Sixth Form Tutor Team

Miss Rebecca Jones (RJO) — Deputy Headteacher & Line Manager of the Sixth Form
Mrs Jennifer Burrough (JBU) — Head of Sixth Form

Mr Simon Mitchell (SMI) — Assistant Head of Sixth Form

Mrs Lisa Blackburn — Sixth Form Pastoral Manager

Mrs Debbie Papa — Sixth Form Administration (based in the main school office)

Mrs Clair McDonough (CMD) — Coordinator of Core RE (including EPQ)

Form Tutors:

T1 Miss Caroline Johnson (CJO) cjo@st-mary.blackpool.sch.uk

T2 Mr Scott Wilson (SCW)/ scw@st-mary.blackpool.sch.uk/
Mrs Laura Lovatt (LLO) llo@st-mary.blackpool.sch.uk

T3 Mrs Francesca Grant (FGR) fgr@st-mary.blackpool.sch.uk

T4 Mr Ayendra Moonemalle (AMO) amo@st-mary.blackpool.sch.uk

T5 Mr Russell Boak (RJB) rib@st-mary.blackpool.sch.uk
T6 Mrs Clair McDonough (CMD) cmd@st-mary.blackpool.sch.uk
T7 Mr Jake Cuthbertson (JCU) jeu@st-mary.blackpool.sch.uk

Students should try to use their form tutor as their first port of call with any query, even where
it is subject specific as they have a good overview of Sixth Form demands. Students can also
access help from their subject teachers or Mr Mitchell (smi@st-mary.blackpool.sch.uk) and
Mrs Burrough (jou@st-mary.blackpool.sch.uk).
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There is no denying that A levels are challenging but the Sixth Form tutor team are on hand
to support students through this next stage of their education. It is really important that
students let a member of the team know if they feel they are struggling in any way so they
can access the support available to them.

ATTENDANCE & PUNCTUALITY

There is a proven link between good attendance and student attainment. Our current
published expectation for attendance in the Sixth Form is set at 97% and nationally, persistent
absence is classed as 90% attendance or below. If a student benefits from the Sixth Form
bursary, there is an expectation that their attendance is in line with our current published
expectation for attendance in the Sixth Form for them to continue to receive this financial
support.

Registration

Morning registration starts at 8:35am and lasts for 20 minutes. Afternoon registration starts
at 12:45pm and lasts for 30 minutes.

YEAR 12

For the first half term, all Year 12 students are expected to attend both morning and
afternoon registration in addition to all their timetabled lessons. This is to help students settle
into the Sixth Form whilst they adapt to the demands of studying at A-level and develop the
study habits required to be successful.

Following the October half term, unless students have been flagged as any sort of cause for
concern regarding academy expectations in line with attendance, punctuality and expected
progress in subject areas, they will be given the privilege of only having to attend their
timetabled lessons including Core RE AND afternoon registration.

YEAR 13

All Year 13 students are also expected to attend morning registration for the first two weeks
of term and thereafter until their UCAS application is ready to be submitted. If a student is
absolutely certain that they do not want to apply to university then their form tutor will
contact their parents to ensure that they are aware of their child’s decision. Following this
communication, students in this situation do not have to attend morning registration after
the first two weeks of term. However, all Year 13 students are welcome to attend morning
registration along with Year 12 students for the duration of the first half term if they would
like to do so once their UCAS application has been submitted.

For the remainder of the year, students are given the privilege of only having to attend their
timetabled lessons including Core RE AND afternoon registration unless they have been
flagged as a cause for concern regarding academy expectations in line with attendance,
punctuality and/ or expected progress in subject areas.

*Afternoon registration at 12:45pm is compulsory for all Sixth Form students every day.
This is a vital point of daily contact with the form tutor.*
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(In an exceptional circumstance where a student may end up not having any lessons one day,
they must seek permission from their form tutor not to attend afternoon registration.)

Absences

There are two protocols that must be followed regarding absence in the Sixth Form:

Absence Known in Advance:

1. Student collects and completes a pink slip from the rack situated outside the Sixth
Form office.

2. Studentinforms the teachers of the lessons to be missed, collects any work from them
if available in advance and the member of staff signs the pink slip to confirm they have
been notified of the stated absence.

3. Student shows their completed pink slip to their form tutor so they too are aware of
the intended absence. Tutors will sign the pink slip confirming that it has been
completed correctly.

4. Student hands in their pink slip to the main office where the absence will be logged
with the appropriate code on the academy system.

Absence on the Day:

Parent/ guardian to contact the academy to inform us of their child’s absence at their earliest
opportunity on the morning of the absence. Contact may be made by:

e Phone- 01253 396286
e Email to dpa@st-mary.blackpool.sch.uk (Sixth Form administrator) cc-ing your child’s
form tutor into the email so they too are aware.

On their return, students are expected to get caught up with any work they have missed.

ACADEMIC PROGRESS

In the first half term of Year 12, subject teachers will share subject target grades with
students, explaining the statistically probable outcomes of grading at A2. Throughout the
academic year, subjects will set formative and summative assessments, with feedback, and
determine student progress against personalised target grades. The close monitoring and
feedback opportunities will help each student to achieve his/ her potential.

In the final term of Year 12 students will sit rigorous internal exams which will be used to
determine their progress at the end of their first year of A level study. External January and/
or June exams may replace this suite of internal exam papers in certain subject areas.

Students are required to achieve 3 D grades, or the equivalent of, in their end of year exams
to secure an automatic place into Year 13. Students also need to appreciate that their results
will have a huge impact on their predicted grades which their subject staff are required to
determine as part of the UCAS application.

If a student fails to achieve a D grade in a subject, appropriate interventions will be put into
place to support them in making the necessary progress. The most stringent intervention
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usually put in place for students whose lack of progress is a serious cause of concern in more
than one subject is a formal contract, initially with the Head of Sixth Form. A formal contract
has a staged approach which involves regular reviews throughout the year.

Teaching of A level content will continue until the end of the academic year. The summer
term is also when time is dedicated to focus on students options post Sixth Form and begin
the UCAS application process. It is essential that students do NOT seek to take term time
holidays during this important time.

Monitoring Progress

Time of Year Year 12 Year 13

October Transition RAGG

End of October — Beginning Mock Season 1 (2 weeks)

of November

End of December RAGG & AtL (2 weeks)

Beginning of January Cambridge/ WJEC Exams Cambridge/ WJEC Exams
(2 weeks) (2 weeks)

Mid-January — Beginning of Mock Season 2 (2-3 weeks)

February

End of April Y12 Grade & AtL

Beginning of May — End of Public Exam Season

June

Beginning of June Y12 End of Year
Assessments

Parents Evenings

Thursday 18™ December — Y12/13 for subjects with a public exam in January

Thursday 8t January — All other subjects (without a public exam in January)

SUPERVISED STUDY

Supervised study is a supportive intervention that may be put into place for a student if they
are not making the expected progress in one or more of their subjects.

If a student is in supervised study they are expected to work in silence on their individual
action plans provided by their subject staff in the Sixth Form LRC in the non-contact periods
that they are allocated on their timetable. Attendance is compulsory and recorded by the
member of staff on duty. Truancy points are deducted for non-attendance as a way of
monitoring a student’s engagement with this intervention. The number of supervised study
periods assigned to a student will depend on how many study periods they have on their
timetable and the number of subjects in which they have been flagged as a concern.

Students can work their way out of supervised study by making progress which is in line with
expectations from subject staff.
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If a student is placed in supervised study, a letter will be sent home to inform parents along
with a copy of their timetable highlighting the allocated supervised study periods.

Please note that the LRC is available at all times and is open to any student who would benefit
from silent study. Therefore, students do not only need to access this facility when dictated
on their timetable and are encouraged to use it on a more frequent basis. (It has been known
for students to request being put into supervised study or opting to stay in it as they see the
benefits of this way of studying).

If at any point parents would like to discuss your child’s progress, please contact the relevant
member of subject staff, your child’s form tutor or the Head of Sixth Form depending on who
you deem to be the most appropriate member of staff to contact. We strongly encourage
open and regular communication between staff, students and parents.

PRACTICALITIES

Please note that students should NOT sign in guests or past students who do not attend our
Sixth Form. Only staff can sign visitors and past students into the building.

Dress Code

We do not have a uniform at St. Mary’s Sixth Form. Our expectation is that our students, as
role models for younger pupils, look smart and their choice of clothing is appropriate for the
academy setting. Bearing this in mind, we do expect that students meet the following
stipulations:

e NO offensive slogans, low or cropped tops or ripped jeans

e NO short skirts without THICK tights or leggings (if in doubt, skirts should be knee
length!)

e NO visible underwear

Students are welcome to wear shorts in the summer months providing they are at least mid-
thigh in length.

Students will be asked to go home to change if they are considered to be in breach of these
guidelines.

Identity Tags

In addition, all students, like staff, must wear their identity tags at ALL times. We hope you
can appreciate that this is in line with our academy security measures for safeguarding.
Students will be asked to go home and collect their tag if forgotten, or purchase a new one if
lost. This can be done by paying the required amount on MCAS and then the student going to
the ICT technicians’ office on the ground floor of the academy to collect a new one.

Students are required to swipe in and out using their ID tag as they enter and leave the
building. It is critical that in the event of a fire we have an accurate log of who is in the

building.
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Students are automatically ‘swiped out’ at 3.30pm on the assumption that they have left the
building. We ask that students who remain in the building after this time swipe themselves
back in, so that our record of who is present in the building remains accurate (in case of an
emergency).

Free School Meals

If as a Year 11 student you received free school meals, you may be able to access these in the
Sixth Form. Please contact Blackpool Borough Council for clarification.

Study Periods

Each student should discuss their timetable with their form tutor and allocate a number of
study periods on their timetable. Students are free to sign out and leave the premises when
free (after the dates mentioned previously), or to arrange a driving lesson of 60 minutes
duration, but must be back in good time for a lesson.

Staff Absence

If staff are absent, work is set. This may be emailed directly to students on their academy
account or provided by hardcopy in their usual teaching room. Currently, no ‘cover’ staff
supervise so students are expected to organise and manage themselves to complete the work
set. Timetables permitting, staff may re-organise the lesson with you.

Time Management

Students will be given work to do in their own time, which their subject staff will expect them
to complete for the date set. Regular completion of tasks or research set is an essential part
of the course to prepare students for exam success. Self-motivation is obviously important
here. Please note that students are all expected to complete home learning of a standard
suitable for A level right from September. This means no scruffy, hurried or ‘cut and pasted’
work! Plagiarised or Al generated work is never acceptable and back-up copies of work is
an absolute must! If students struggle with the transition, they MUST ask their subject staff
or form tutor for help.

We also strongly discourage any more than 8 hours of paid employment a week and expect
our students to prioritise their studies in order for them to be successful.

The Structure of the Day

MONDAY - FRIDAY

08:35 REGISTRATION (15 MINS)
08:55 PERIOD 1 (70 MINS)
10:05 PERIOD 2 (70 MINS)
11:15 BREAK (20 MINS)
11:35 PERIOD 3 (70 MINS)
12:45 REGISTRATION (30 MINS)
13:15 LUNCH (35 MINS)
13:50 PERIOD 4 (70 MINS)
15:00 END OF ACADEMY DAY
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Students are expected to arrive in good time for the start of every lesson. With this in mind,
it is important that students take into consideration where in the building their classroom is
based. If students persistently arrive late to lessons, they will be directed to make up their
lost learning time in the LRC supervised by the Head of Sixth Form. This is likely to be when
the Sixth Form don’t have any timetabled lessons on Friday Period 4.

ENRICHMENT

Work Experience/ Volunteering

Work experience/ shadowing and also volunteering continues to be an important part of a
student's education. Participating in any of these enables students, as part of their career
exploration, to investigate opportunities in learning. Skills developed here are valued by
employers as well as admissions tutors and help nurture, hone and improve future life
chances.

For vocational courses such as dentistry, medicine, nursing, veterinary science, law, teacher
training and architecture amongst others, work experience/ shadowing is vital before
students apply. Involvement in sport, drama, journalism and media is also important if
students intend to apply for courses in these areas.

Sixth Formers need to be aware that they may be DBS checked for placements involving the
vulnerable.

The most successful placements are the ones students have organised themselves. Best
placements come through personal contacts. St. Mary’s will aim to help source a placement
if we can.

Academic

In addition to chosen subjects, students also follow a curriculum enrichment programme,
tailored to meet individual student ability and interest. The aim of this is twofold; students
are involved in choices to ensure the development of transferable independent learning skills
useful to future employers and will also gain accreditation through additional formal
qualifications e.g. Further Maths, Latin, Music exams, Duke of Edinburgh awards.

Core RE

As a Catholic academy, students have one timetabled Core RE session a week. Students enjoy
a wide selection of choices within this course. Lively debates are common, as are the
opportunities to explore different aspects of faith and what this means in the modern, diverse
world. Religious education in the sixth form offers students the space to explore, question,
evaluate, reflect on, and apply their own beliefs while respecting the beliefs of others. There
is also the opportunity to get involved in charity work, student groups, SVP, CAFOD, Fairtrade
events and trips out. Students discuss the wider issues in life and look at the big questions in
life which challenge us all. Through spiritual development, students can continue to make
sense of their place in the world.
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An option within Core RE is for students to take the Extended Project Qualification (EPQ) on
a subject of their choice which is relevant to the course and respects our Catholic values. The
EPQ is equivalent to an AS level qualification and worth UCAS points. It is a fantastic
opportunity for students to undertake independent research; great preparation for successful
undergraduate study. The end product, of either a 5000 word essay or a 1000 word essay plus
artefacts, is the choice of the student. The EPQ is currently completed over part of Year 12
and the early part of Year 13, with January of Year 13 being the deadline for completion, well
before the pressure of summer exams. Employers and university admissions tutors rate this
qualification very highly as it indicates that students who have completed the course
successfully are effective at managing their own research, triangulating information,
identifying, reflecting, tailoring processes, project management and working independently.

Mrs Clair McDonough (cmd@st-mary.blackpool.sch.uk) is our EPQ Co-ordinator.

Post Sixth Form Options

Students begin to explore their options post Sixth Form at the beginning of Year 12. This
typically involves attending a university and apprenticeship search fair in the first half term.
Research and preparation continue throughout the duration of the Sixth Form in form time,
tutor-led coaching sessions, assemblies, PSHE sessions and bespoke days off timetable usually
scheduled in the last half term of Year 12. Students’ attendance at these times is just as
important as their attendance in lessons so they don’t miss any crucial information or valuable
opportunities linked to their next steps after Sixth Form. The following activities form the core
of our student-centred programme:

e Tailored workshops for writing personal statements/ CVs/ covering letters; completing
the UCAS/ apprenticeship and other application forms

e Apprenticeship carousel

e External guest speakers

e Mock interviews with external agencies

e Formal presentations

e University open days

SIXTH FORM LIFE

Sixth Form students will have access to ICT in designated rooms across the academy.

Please note that there are no laptops available to loan out for lessons during the academy
day. Students may bring their own devices or access the academy laptop scheme. There are
computers based in 3SF1 (the Sixth Form Common Room), the ‘walkthrough’ area and the
Sixth Form LRC for shared student use before, during and after the academy day until 5.00pm
Monday — Thursday and until 4.30pm on Friday.

Additional study spaces are also available. Students can request an ‘empty rooms’ timetable
from the main office if they need additional space, quiet to study, or ICT facilities to use. (A
spare room’s timetable will be distributed to all forms as the term begins). There is ALWAYS
plenty of space to study!

The Sixth Form isn’t all work and no play! Before the academy day, at break, lunch times and
the end of the day, the social learning space is the focal point.
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During lesson time, music in the Common Room (3SF1) must be kept to a low volume so as
not to disturb lessons or people working in nearby areas of the building.

NO phones or personal headphones are permitted in 3LRC unless they are genuinely being
used for study purposes. This is our silent study area within the Sixth Form learning house.

N.B. No lower school students are allowed into the Sixth Form (unless accompanied by staff)
at any time.

We provide chilled and hot water, a fridge and a microwave in addition to the provision of
our Sixth Form Deli Bar, which sells cold drinks and both hot and cold food. The Deli Bar
accepts cash or items can be purchased using the biometric system.

Eating is ONLY permitted in the Sixth Form area, NOT along corridors within the academy
please. Students are also expected to tidy up after themselves and use the bins provided. If
students choose to eat in one of the Sixth Form classrooms, they are asked to be mindful of
those using the classroom after them and open windows to air the room of any smells. Any
hot drinks being taken out of the Common Room must be lidded.

The Sixth Form learning space is student’s responsibility.
Parties!

Social events - both official and unofficial - are strongly encouraged; they contribute to our
community ethos. Their organisation, however, is very much up to students though tutors are
on hand to help. Each form is expected and encouraged to organise at least one event in the
academic year. If you have an idea, take it to your tutor or speak to Mrs Burrough about it —
support for events is usually extremely enthusiastic!

MISCELLANEOUS

Unattended Belongings

St. Mary’s Sixth Form has a great atmosphere and students feel very relaxed. Please be aware
though that leaving iPods, mobile phones, handbags, laptops, etc. unattended can be a costly
oversight. There are many visitors to the academy and occasionally students other than our
Sixth Form are in Sixth Form areas for various reasons — not always bona fide. Whilst we are
fortunate that items rarely go missing, there is always this potential. Please do not leave your
belongings unattended. (You would be amazed at the collection of things that have ended up
in the Sixth Form office overnight!)

Fire Drills/ Alarms

The Sixth Form line up in numerical form order and alphabetically, near the granite steps, on
the tarmac opposite the main entrance to the Communications learning house. Silence
please, until we are able to re-enter the building — we set the example for the younger
academy students.

Please be reminded that it is vital for all students to ‘swipe’ both in and out of the academy
building each time you enter and depart, so that in case of a fire, we have an accurate record
of students in the building.
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Parking

Cars and motorbikes may not be parked at any time on academy premises. Please use the
side roads. This is essential to ensure student safety.

Bus Routes and Bus Passes

Please see the information provided on the academy website.

Parental Consent Form

A generic parental request form for academy trips will be distributed. Please could students
complete this with their parent/ guardian and return it to their form tutor. Any trips will have
a letter of outline and reply slip that simply asks you to update any relevant information to
try and minimise future paperwork.

Academy Website

There is A LOT more information available on the academy website. Please go to the Sixth
Form area for more Sixth Form specific information about the courses we offer (including links
to the specifications) for example and to apply for the Sixth Form bursary.

And last but definitely not least......

We expect from our Sixth Formers a high standard of behaviour and are proud that we are
not disappointed. Younger pupils around the academy see you about so it’s important to set
a good example.

The academy, in common with other workplaces, operates a non-smoking/ vaping
policy. Failure to comply with this requlation may result in an exclusion from the Sixth
Form.
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