St. Mary’s Catholic Academy
E-Learning Scheme
INTRODUCTION
At St. Mary’s Catholic Academy we are committed to transforming teaching and learning as part of raising
standards of attainment and achievement for all students. The aim of our E-learning scheme is to ensure all of our
students have access to technology both in the classroom and at home to enhance learning, develop independent
and interdependent learners and help raise levels of achievement. This technology will be used alongside other
learning resources although not necessarily in every lesson.
THE LAPTOP
The E-Learning Scheme offers:
•
A Chromebook which the student can use at the Academy and at home
•
A protective bag
See over the page for further information on the specification.
SUSTAINABILITY
Parents have a crucial role to play in providing home access to technology to all students to make certain that no
one is left out regardless of circumstances. To ensure that the E-Learning Scheme is sustainable, to support
students now and in the future, we are reliant on voluntary donations from parents. We need as many parents as
possible to make regular donations to allow the scheme to continue for many years to come.
We would like to suggest a donation of £12 per month over a period of 18 months (although you can pay more if
you like). If you are a tax payer, we can also claim Gift Aid on your donations and this is extra money that is
reinvested back into the Scheme. At the end of the two year programme, the Academy will make the devices
available at a cost of £25.
No one is excluded due to financial circumstances but if you do not want to participate then you can opt out of the
scheme. The device remains the property of the academy; you are not paying for a computer—you are donating to
a scheme that ensures that all students have the same access to E-Learning resources.
We are grateful for your support—without it the Scheme would have to be closed.
NEXT STEPS
To opt in, students and parents will need to sign the E-Learning Scheme Agreement (at the back of this information
pack) and return to the Academy. A deposit of £25 is also required — to be paid via ParentPay— to cover the repair
of any accidental breakages during the scheme.
If the device is returned to the Academy in an acceptable condition, your deposit will be refunded, provided it has
not been used to cover any damages.
If you wish to make a donation, please also complete, sign and return the following documents (at the back of this
information pack):
•
Standing Order Mandate
•
Gift Aid Declaration (we will ask you to reconfirm this annually)
Please contact the Academy if you have any questions.

E-Learning Scheme
Frequently Asked Questions
Why do our children need their own computer?
There are two major reasons for this. The first is that having good ICT skills is becoming a basic requirement of
any employer. Children need to be prepared for an increasingly digital world and this will give them a unique
opportunity to be highly skilled ahead of many other children.
The other reason is that research has confirmed that good home access to technology has a positive impact on
a child’s educational results; it often motivates them to do their schoolwork, their work is better presented so
their self-esteem grows, and they can explore subjects that interest them in their own time.

What if we don’t want to take part?
While we would encourage all families to take part, it is your right to choose not to do so. Please be fully aware
however that by opting out your child will not be provided with their own device to take home, and may end up
sharing in the classroom with others students in the same situation while those who have opted in will have
their own.
Once you have opted out it may not be possible for you to change your mind. The Academy only has finite
funds and may not be able to buy more Chromebooks for this group of students.

Who owns the Device?
The devices are the property of the Academy for the next two years and are provided to the students at the
discretion of the Academy. Your contribution is a charitable donation towards the programme, not a payment towards the device. To make the scheme affordable to all, the amount we are suggesting does not cover the full cost of running the programme. Additional money will be provided from Academy funds, and grants
we may win from other sources. However, the Academy has no intention of keeping the devices after the two
years is up, and we will then make them available at market value.

What happens if the Device gets damaged or lost?
All Academy property is insured for accidental damage and theft. However, given the excess that we would
need to pay in such a situation it is important that the children learn how to take good care of their equipment.
Families will need to pay towards the cost of replacement or repair of a device outside of the first free repair.
Any repair would be provided at the cost of parts or full replacement to the parent with no labour charge applied.

Why can’t the Academy provide these for nothing?
The Academy receives some funding for ICT, and this gets spent on our network, the website, ICT suites,
printers, etc. Equipment for use at home and for personal use by your children is over and above this, which is
why we have to ask our families to make a contribution. Without that help the programme would not be able to
go ahead.

What happens if I can’t make the regular donations?
No child will be excluded from the programme because of their financial circumstances so please come and talk
to us so we can ensure your child is included.

Can I donate by cash or cheque?
Collecting cash involves a lot more work and administration costs for the academy so our overwhelming
preference is for you to sign a Standing Order Mandate. However, if this is not possible then the Academy will
be able to make arrangements to make sure you can contribute in a way that works for you and the Academy.

E-Learning Scheme
Frequently Asked Questions (cont.)
What happens if I change my mind in a few months’ time?
This would give the Academy a big problem as our decision to go ahead and buy the devices for the children
will be based on the initial level of support from our parents. Changing your mind halfway through the
programme would compromise the Academy’s finances. This is a commitment to the children that needs to be
seen through.

Can’t I go and buy a cheaper device on the High Street?
Yes, possibly. But this isn’t just about a portable device. The e-learning programme we are providing will involve
a device with all the software that your child will need, we will provide technical support whilst at the Academy
and your child will have access to learning resources on the Academy’s website.

Do I have to sign the Gift Aid declaration?
It is vital that you do this if you are a UK taxpayer; otherwise the cost of administering the collection of
donations has to come out of the donations themselves. Gift Aid applies to cash and cheque contributions as
well as direct debits so please do sign it if you are a taxpayer.

How much do we need to donate?
We ask that you make a donation of £12 a month over 18 months (although you can pay more if you like). The
good news is that because we are offering this programme to all the students in the year group, we can claim
Gift Aid worth 25% of all donations made by parents who are UK taxpayers and have signed the Gift Aid
declaration.

Will my internet be filtered?
All devices have some filtering applied whether on site or off site. The filtering of internet content provides an
important means of preventing users from accessing material that is illegal or is inappropriate in an educational
context. The filtering system cannot, however, provide a 100% guarantee that it will do so, because the content
on the web changes dynamically and new technologies are constantly being developed. It is important,
therefore, to understand that filtering is only one element in a larger strategy for online safety and acceptable
use.

Will our children be safe if they have to carry the computer home?
We all need to be aware of the risks the children could face on their way home but the number of recorded
incidents is surprisingly low. If a child is approached for their computer they should hand it over without
resistance and then inform you so you can let the Police and the Academy know.

Why should I donate if others don’t?
We will only run this programme if parents want it, and are prepared to contribute. While a small number of
families in difficult circumstances can be accommodated, unless there is widespread support for the programme
then the Academy will not be able to provide it to your children. If you are interested in the Academy doing this
then please encourage other parents to support the programme too.

Will we need to buy any other equipment?
Ideally every student should have access to the Internet at home. You may also want to get a compatible printer
so that your child can print off their work but this is not essential as they can always do this when they come
back into the academy.

What happens when I sign the Gift Aid declaration?
The Academy keeps the Gift Aid declarations on file as proof that they are able to claim the additional 25% in
Gift Aid from the Inland Revenue.

Who do I tell if I change my bank account?
Please let the Academy know as soon as possible if you change your bank account by writing to them with your
new bank details.

St. Mary’s Catholic Academy
E-Learning Scheme Agreement
To help ensure that our E-Learning Scheme is a big success at St. Mary’s Catholic Academy and that we get
maximum value from our joint investment in your children, we invite you to commit to the principles outlined in this
agreement. As an Academy we are prepared to provide all of the back-up and resources needed to make this work,
but we also need the commitment of parents and students.
As you read through this leaflet you will see a summary of our E-Learning Scheme commitment that the Academy is
making to the students and to you as parents. It also outlines the commitment that will be needed from the home,
and from the children themselves, to make this work.
When you have read these sections we invite you and your child to sign the agreement and return it to the
Academy. This will help to ensure that we are all working together to achieve success.

Remember that using a Chromebook (referred to as the ‘device’ in this leaflet) is a privilege, not a right, and should
be used in a responsible and ethical manner at all times.
TERMS & CONDITIONS:
•
Failure to take reasonable care or to abide by the other conditions in this document may result in the device
being reclaimed. The Academy reserves the right to claim financial recompense in such cases
•
The device should be charged at home overnight, but the Academy cannot accept responsibility for electricity
costs
•
The device and its software will remain the property of the Academy until the end of the loan period (2 years)
•
Ensure that the device is returned either at the end of the programme or if the student leaves the Academy
for whatever reason before then, or at any other time upon the request of a member of staff
THEFT:
•
A stolen device must be reported to the Academy as soon as possible when you will be required to fill in a
Theft form. From there the police will be notified and a crime number assigned. We will not cover the cost of
replacing the device under the following circumstances:
(1) The device was left in plain view in an open bag or unlocked locker, car or house
(2) The device was stolen due to negligence, careless behaviour or unwise use in or out of Academy
THE ACADEMY WILL:
•
Provide a device for your child’s use, for the length of the programme
•
Provide a bag to protect the device
•
Provide the Apps and Resources required for educational purposes
•
Provide secure storage for the device when it is not needed for any particular lesson
•
Provide on-going support for the device for the duration of the scheme
•
Ensure that the device is protected against computer viruses
•
Give parents and learners a proper introduction to using and caring for the device & software
•
Teach students to use the device safely
•
Monitor and filter the use of the device

AT HOME WE WILL:
•
Ensure that our child understands how to care for and protect their device
•
Report any loss or damage (including accidental loss or damage) within one week
•
Report any faults in hardware or software promptly
•
Ensure that your child understands that the device is primarily for educational purposes and that it is always
in a state to work with
•
Pay a £50.00 contribution toward the cost of a second breakage
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St. Mary’s Catholic Academy
E-Learning Scheme Agreement (Cont.)
AS A STUDENT I WILL:
•
Look after my device very carefully all of the time. It will be kept in its case and stored securely when not in
my possession
•
Take responsibility for setting up a secure password and not sharing it with other students
•
Create a lock screen for my device which shows my name and form
•
Bring it to the Academy every day fully charged, unless I have been told not to
•
Take care when the device is transported so that it is as secure as possible (e.g. not visible in a vehicle / not
left unattended on a bus / etc.)
•
Make sure the device is not subject to careless or malicious damage (e.g. as a result of horseplay)
•
Ensure my device is only used for educational purposes whilst in the Academy
•
Regularly back up my device as instructed by the Academy
•
Allow staff to access the device to check for inappropriate materials. I understand that staff will be allowed to
remove inappropriate resources
•
I will always act on the advice of the Academy in the safe use of this device
AS A STUDENT I WILL NOT:
•
Use my device for any form of cyber bullying or for sending, accessing, uploading or distributing any insulting,
threatening, pornographic, violent or obscene material
•
Use my device for sending mass emails (spamming)
•
Carry it without a suitable protective case
•
Use my Academy email account for any form of commercial or financial gain
•
Take photographs or videos without the permission of the subject. I will not upload or share these images
with anyone without the permission of the subject
•
Install age-inappropriate games and content
•
I will not use any software or other method to break any of the security systems in place on my device. Any
detection of this kind of software will result in sanctions and possible temporary confiscation
•
Use my device to access VPN (virtual private networks). These apps whilst available on the App store allow
the user to bypass any Academy internet security protocols and access blocked websites or social
networking sites
•
Physically decorate, customise or use graffiti on the device or it’s case
•
Delete any software I have been asked to install
•
Use my device for any illegal and/or anti-social purpose, including access to inappropriate websites
OWNERSHIP:
It is understood that the donations you are making are to support the programme and not to purchase the device.
The device remains the property of the Academy for the duration of the programme. At the end of the programme
(or if the student leaves the Academy before the end of the programme) it must be returned to the Academy in good
working condition.
It is possible to purchase the device from the school at the end of the two year programme for a nominal charge of
£25.00, payable directly to the Academy. Your deposit can be used to cover this charge , provided it has not been
used to cover any damages. If you do not wish to purchase the device and it is returned in an acceptable condition,
your deposit will be refunded, provided it has not been used to cover any damages.
At the end of the two year programme and once ownership of the device has transferred, all responsibility for the
cost of any repairs, including full replacement costs, also transfer to the parent. Any required repairs can be arranged by the academy after assessment by the ICT department and the full cost of the required repair has been
received by the academy. This repair will be completed at the price of any required part(s) with no labour charge.
BROKEN DEVICE:
Any broken device must be reported straight away. All breakages, including a tiny cracked screen, must be reported
and a form must be completed.
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St. Mary’s Catholic Academy
E-Learning Scheme Agreement (Cont.)
1st Breakage: your device will be returned to you with no charge
Further Breakage (s): All further breakages will be completed at the cost of any parts required after an assessment
has been made by the ICT Department. No repair will be carried out until the money required to cover the cost
of any parts is paid to the academy.
We will not support the repair of any deliberate and wilful damage and therefore you will be required to pay for them
in full.
During the time it takes to repair the device we have a limited stock of loan devices for use but this cannot be guaranteed.
Please sign this tear off slip and return it to the school as soon as possible:-

STUDENT’S AGREEMENT
I agree to abide by these terms in my use of the Chromebook
Name: _________________________________________________________

Class: _________

Signed: _________________________________________________________

Date: _________

PARENT’S AGREEMENT
I agree to my child having the use of the Chromebook on these terms
Signed: _________________________________________________________

Date: _________

HEADTEACHER’S AGREEMENT
I agree on behalf of the Academy to provide a Chromebook on these terms
Signed:

Date: 22nd June 2022

Executive Director: Mrs Helen O’Neill, BSc (Hons), MSc
Limited Company No: 9111449 (Registered in England and Wales)
Registered Office: 14-17 Metro House, Metropolitan Drive, Blackpool, FY3 9LT
Tel: 01253 792992
Website: www.bebcmat.co.uk

GIFT AID DECLARATION
CHARITY NAME: THE BLESSED EDWARD BAMBER
CATHOLIC MULTI ACADEMY TRUST
Boost your donation by 25p of Gift Aid for every £1 you donate. Gift Aid is reclaimed by the charity from the tax you pay for
the current tax year. Your address is needed to identify you as a current UK taxpayer.

I
Mr, Mrs, Miss,
Ms (delete as
appropriate)

Your full name

Your full address
Including post code

of

want the Blessed Edward Bamber Catholic Multi Academy Trust to treat all donations that I have made

Since

(This date can be four years prior to the date of the declaration)

and all donations I make hereafter as gift aid donations and reclaim tax accordingly.

I am a UK taxpayer and understand that if I pay less Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax than the amount
of Gift Aid claimed on all my donations in that tax year it is my responsibility to pay any difference.

SIGNATURE
OF DONOR
Please notify the charity if you:
•
Want to cancel this declaration
•
Change your name or home address
•
No longer pay sufficient tax on your income and/or capital gains

DATE OF
DECLARATION

St. Mary’s Catholic Academy
E-Learning Scheme Standing Order Mandate
To: The Manager
Bank :

_______________________________________________ (name of your bank)

Bank Address:_______________________________________________ (name of your branch)
___________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________

Please pay by Standing Order: (payment details)
Amount £_____ and in words _______________________________
Commencing:

and

further monthly payments.

Please quote reference:
E.g. Daniel Smith 2022 Scheme = DSMITH22

Pay to: (beneficiary details)
LLOYDS BANK PLC, Corporation Street, Blackpool
Account Name: St Mary’s Catholic Academy
Sort Code: 30-90-90
Account Number: 25837768
Pay from: (remitters details)
Account Name:______________________________________________

Account Sort Code:___________________________________________
Account Number:_____________________________________________

Please pay the standing order as detailed above
Signed________________________________ Date_______________
Banks may decline to accept instructions to charge standing orders to certain types of accounts other then current accounts.

The Academy may charge parents for all or part of the costs of deliberate
damage to, careless breakage or loss of the device provided to the student.
We will never complete work without informing parents of the cost and if
happy for us to complete the work payment can be made through Parentpay.

